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GENEROSITY FEATURED EVENT 
CHRIS MCDANIEL TO SPEAK AT ALL MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

The providence of God is simply amazing!  Imagine the good fortune.  Our parish has embarked on the Ignite Your Faith 
initiative.  Matthew Kelly’s third sign of a dynamic Catholic is generosity, and there is a book that was written in 2010  
entitled Ignite Your Generosity.  It is synchronicity, things moving together at the same time that complement each other.   

Next weekend the well-known and highly acclaimed author of Ignite Your Generosity, Chris 
McDaniel, will be the featured speaker at all of the weekend Masses.  He has been writing 
and speaking on the topic of generosity for over twenty years.  He offers a fresh approach to 
honoring God through generosity.  It is faith based.  It is grounded in Scripture.  It is a pathway 
to lasting happiness and authentic joy. 

McDaniel’s main thesis is forceful and compelling.  “The God of the Bible is radically generous.  
As followers of Christ we resemble him most when we are living generously.  Many give out of 
obligation or guilt, yet biblical generosity is a generosity that flows out of our love of God and 
our desire to be generous as Christ is generous” (pg. 9). 

Ignite Your Generosity is a series of twenty-one short meditations divided into three sections:  What does God want  
you to know? (Days 2-6), what does God want you to do? (Days 7-17), and Ignite the Fire! (Days 18-21).  The book moves 
quickly and can be read in a single sitting, or, as the author suggests, it can be divided into a series of daily meditations 
over the course of three weeks. 

What does God want you to know?  McDaniel’s basic premise is that God created everything and owns everything, and 
when we realize this, it challenges our materialistic attitudes.  There is a battle raging within each person between clinging 
to our money and possessions and sharing them, between greed and generosity.  God provides.  God can be trusted.   

“A life of generosity flows from a love relationship with our Father and not from duty or rules” (pg. 27), and from a love 
relationship with his Son, because “Jesus gave everything that we may live” (pg. 27).  When a person is close to God,  
generosity follows naturally. 

What does God want you to do?  Jesus tells us what God wants:  “Do not store up for yourselves treasure on earth ….  
for where your treasure is, there also will your heart be” (Mt 6:19a,21).  St. Paul advised Timothy, “Tell them to do good … 
to be generous, ready to share” (1 Tim 6:18).  McDaniel asks a crucial reflection question:  “Think about your life … how 
have you ‘used your money to do good?’” (pg. 33).  It is important to take stock of our many blessings, because when we 
realize all that we have been given, and when we develop an attitude of gratitude, it enables us to joyfully give back to 
God.  God wants us to devise a plan, to begin giving, to give sacrificially, give faithfully, give quietly, give prayerfully, and 
give generously. 

Ignite the fire.  What are the most important things you want to do or experience during your life?  God would have us 
excel in the gracious act of giving (pg. 59).   Each of us will have to make an accounting of ourselves before God (see Rom 
14:12).  Jesus says, “More will be demanded of the person entrusted with more” (Lk 12:48b).  McDaniel concludes with a 
final question:  “What are you here for?”   Then he answers his own question:  “Our lives are meant to touch others.”   We 
are meant to “be a blessing.”  “Through our giving, we become the conduit whereby God blesses others” (pg. 66).  

PLAN TO ATTEND MCDANIEL’S IN-DEPTH PRESENTATION ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 AT 7:00 P.M. 
  see page 4 for more details. 


