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CHRISTMAS 
Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 

 

A KING LIKE NO OTHER 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Sunday, December 24, 2017, 3:00, 5:00, and 10:00 p.m. Masses 

Monday, December 25, 2017, 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 

Christmas! 

 

What a grand and glorious feast. 

The birth of Jesus is glad tidings of great joy (Lk 2:10). 

I can see the joy on your faces. 

I can’t see the joy in your hearts, 

  but I can see it coming out in your smiles. 

 

How wonderful it is for all of us to be together 

  as a community of believers, all disciples,  

  to celebrate one of the greatest mysteries of our faith, 

    the Incarnation, 

  how the word became flesh and dwelt among us (see Jn 1:14a); 

  how “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son” (Jn 3:16). 

 

We have just heard Jesus’ birth announcement. 

 

We hear it every year, over and over again. 

I’d bet that you cannot recite it word for word from memory, 

  but, if I were to ask you to tell the story, 

  I’d bet most of you could retell the Christmas gospel almost in its entirety, 

  and that you would be able to include almost all of the pertinent details. 

 

We are so familiar with the story 

  that we don’t question the details. 

But we should, 

  because the details don’t add up. 

 

The angel Gabriel told Mary that her son would be king (see Lk 1:32b,33). 

Gabriel explained that God would give Jesus “the throne of David his father” (Lk 1:32). 

  David was the greatest king of Israel. 

  Kings sit on thrones. 

Gabriel also said that Jesus’ kingdom would never end (Lk 1:33). 

 

On Christmas we rejoice over the birth of our king (Angels We Have Heard on High). 

  Come to Bethlehem and see, him whose birth the angels sing; 

  Come adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn king. 

 



 

2 

 

So as a matter of faith,  

  we believe that the newborn Jesus is a king (Jn 1:49;12:13,15; 18:37;19:19). 

In fact, we believe that Jesus is the King of kings (1 Tm 6:15; Rv 17:14; 19:16),  

  the greatest king of all, the everlasting king, the king of the ages (1 Tm 1:17), 

  all powerful, who reigns over heaven above and over the entire earth. 

 

But if Jesus is king, this birth story doesn’t add up at all. 

  The details simply don’t fit.  Let’s go through the details. 

 

If Jesus is a king, all-powerful, with a kingdom that encompasses the whole world, 

  he is supposed to be born in Rome, not Bethlehem (Lk 2:4). 

 

If Jesus is king, he is supposed to be born in a palace, 

  not in cave or a stable (Protoevangelium of James). 

 

If Jesus is king, his birth is supposed to be assisted by midwives, 

  not Mary alone, unassisted (Lk 2:7a), with an ox and a donkey watching (see Is 1:3). 

 

If Jesus is a king, after he was born,  

  he would have been wrapped in royal garments,  

    the finest white linens that money could buy, 

  and then the outer wrap would have been purple,  

    the color of the most expensive dye, 

    the color of royalty. 

But Jesus was wrapped in swaddling clothes (Lk 2:7), 

  very plain and ordinary strips of cloth,  

    often a little tattered, almost like clean rags. 

 

If Jesus is a king, after he was wrapped in the finest of linens, 

  he would have been laid on a beautiful blanket made my a skilled weaver, 

    but Jesus was laid on the hay (implied, Lk 2:7). 

 

If Jesus was king, he would have been placed in crib, 

  wood, a crib handcrafted by a master woodworker, and nicely decorated, 

    but Jesus was laid in a manger (Lk 2:7), a crude feeding trough for animals. 

 

If Jesus is a king,  

  the announcement of his birth would have been made by a herald, 

    like the emperor’s press secretary,  

      with a radio-quality speaking voice. 

The announcement of Jesus’ birth was given by an angel, followed by singing (Lk 2:9-14). 

   

If Jesus was a king,  

  the announcement would be given to the royal family 

    as well as the highest ranking government officials. 

When Jesus was born, the announcement was given to shepherds (Lk 2:8). 
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How is that for your “normal” birth story for a king? 

 

The average person in the early First Century, 

  if they heard all these details about the birth of Jesus, 

  they would be mystified by it all, 

  scratching their head and thinking: 

    “Doesn’t look like a king to me.” 

 

But things are not always at they seem, are they? 

Jesus doesn’t look like an earthly king – because he isn’t! 

 

Would we like a king like Caesar Augustus (27 BC – 14 AD) 

  who was so prideful and conceited that he thought he was a god? 

Or, would we like a king who is humble? (see Zec 9:9; Mt 21:5). 

 

Would we like a king like the emperor Vespasian (69 – 79 AD) 

  who had thousands brutally killed? 

Or, would we like a king who came to bring life  

  and uphold the value of life? (see Jn 10:10b). 

 

Would we like a king like the emperor Hadrian (117 – 138 AD) 

  who vigorously promoted the worship of idols and false gods? 

Or, would we like a king that leads us to the true God (see Jn 14:10-13) 

 

The birth of Jesus cannot look like the birth of a regular earthly king 

  because he is not an earthly king (Jn 18:36), 

  and for this, we should be overjoyed. 

 

Who wants another king, or president, or prime minister, 

  earthly rulers who are obsessed with their power and absorbed with themselves? 

I don’t know about you, 

  but I would take the newborn Jesus as my king any day. 

Jesus is light-years better than any earthly king. 

 

Yes, the details of Jesus’ birth are unusual. 

  They have to be, because he is spiritual king. 

Let’s look at just two of the details. 

Jesus was “wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in manger” (paraphrase, Lk 2:7). 

 

Over these coming hours, as you celebrate Christmas, 

  eating Christmas cookies, unwrapping presents, dining with friends, 

    in your merriment,  

  you should have two takeaways that you can explain to family and friends: 

    What is kingly about swaddling clothes? 

    What is kingly about being laid in a manger? 
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Let’s unwrap the first question. 

What is kingly about swaddling clothes? 

There is only one person in the entire Old Testament who, 

  at his birth, was wrapped in swaddling clothes – and he was a king. 

It was King Solomon (Wis 7:4). 

You may remember King Solomon, the son of King David. 

Solomon was the wisest of all of the kings of Israel  

  (1 Kgs 3:10-12; 5:9-14; Wis 7:7-10:21; Sir 47:12,14-15). 

Solomon was smart, prudent, fair, sensible, and insightful. 

Solomon was a bright light, the brightest of all of the kingly lights. 

Would you like to talk about a king who personifies wisdom? 

When Jesus was dressed in swaddling clothes, 

  the message is that Jesus is the wisest of the wise, 

    all-knowing, omniscient, 

  far exceeding Solomon (Lk 11:31), 

  like no other king who has ever lived, 

    a king who knows all and leads us to all truth. 

What is kingly about swaddling clothes? 

  Swaddling clothes say that newborn Jesus is the wisest king ever,  

    the source of all truth (Jn 14:6). 

 

Let’s finish by unwrapping the second question: 

  What is kingly about being laid in a manger? 

Really, it is a just a crude feeding trough. 

A good king is genuinely concerned about the welfare of all his citizens, 

  and wants to be sure that there was not one single person in his entire kingdom  

    who would go to bed hungry at night. 

A good king, a benevolent king, wants every person to have enough food to eat, 

  to be well fed and healthy. 

So Jesus, the newborn king, in the manger,  

  does not want us ever to go hungry. 

The animals go to the manger to eat. 

We are invited to go to the manger to eat, too. 

Jesus feeds us, but not with hay or grain. 

No!  Jesus feeds us with his Word, the Gospel (Jn 6:68b), 

  and his Body and Blood, the Eucharist (Jn 6:55). 

Remember, Jesus is not an earthly king. 

For Jesus, his first concern is not physical food, not meat and potatoes. 

For Jesus, his first concern is spiritual food,  

  and he offers two main food groups, 

  so our souls will be well fed and healthy, 

    growing in virtue, holiness, and goodness. 

What is kingly about being laid in a manger? 

The manger says that the newborn Jesus wants us to be well fed and healthy, 

  and that he offers us with two very nutritious foods:  the Gospel and the Eucharist. 
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So we have two takeaways  

  that hopefully you will be able to explain to your family and friends. 

What is kingly about swaddling clothes? 

  Jesus is the wisest king ever and the source of all truth. 

What is kingly about being laid in a manger? 

  Jesus feeds us with his Word and the Eucharist 

    to help us grow big and strong in virtue and holiness. 

 

Yes, the newborn Jesus is a king. 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see, him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn king. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 


