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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, Year A 
Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31 

 

DOUBTING IS NOT SO BAD, BUT SEPARATION IS 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, April 22, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, April 23, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

This is the gospel of “Doubting Thomas.” 

 

I don’t know how you feel about it, 

  but it seems like Thomas gets a bad rap. 

 

Thomas was a great apostle, 

  and Thomas is a great name. 

 

Maybe you know that I have one brother. 

His name is Thomas. 

My parents named him after St. Thomas the Apostle. 

My brother is very proud of his patron saint. 

 

I have a priest friend at St. Nicholas Catholic Church in Carver. 

His name is Father Thomas Joseph, and he is very proud of his patron saint. 

 

Fr. Thomas is a foreign-born priest from India, 

  and the people of India have a strong devotion to St. Thomas the Apostle. 

After Pentecost, Thomas traveled to India, 

  and he was the first to proclaim the gospel there 

    and he made many, many converts. 

Today, 2000 years later, 

  the Catholics of India call themselves “Thomas Christians.” 

 

While Thomas was a great missionary to India, 

  and while Thomas made many converts, 

  he faced fierce resistance from those who did not convert, 

  and he eventually was put to death, 

  so he is a martyr, an apostle, and a saint. 

 

It is too bad that people tend to single out one incident, 

  the time when he doubted (Jn 20:25), 

  and then nickname him “Doubting Thomas,”  

  a name that is not very complimentary. 

 

The gospels don’t tell us very much about St. Thomas, 

  or any of the other apostles, for that matter. 

The only apostle that gets a lot of attention is St. Peter. 
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Sadly, there is one important incident involving St. Thomas 

    an incident that is very complimentary about St. Thomas, 

  earlier in John’s gospel, is largely overlooked. 

When Jesus was preparing to go to Jerusalem the last time, 

  Jesus announced that he would probably be persecuted and put death  

    (Mt 16:21-22; 17:22-23; 20:17-19). 

The other apostles knew the danger, 

  because there had been several rock-throwing incidents against Jesus already 

    (Jn 8:59; 10:31; 11:8). 

The other apostles were afraid to go. 

But Thomas, with great bravery, challenged the other Eleven when he said: 

  “Let us also go to die with him” (Jn 11:16b). 

Thomas was the only apostle at that point who was willing to risk his life. 

Thomas does not get the credit he deserves for his faith and courage. 

 

Let’s return to Thomas and his doubting. 

St. John the evangelist, who wrote this gospel, 

  doesn’t like doubting, but he doesn’t consider it all that bad. 

Why?  Because everybody doubts. 

Even people with strong faith, 

  even people who go to Mass on Sunday, doubt. 

You and I, we are in solidarity with Thomas. 

  He doubted.  We doubt. 

  Jesus reassured Thomas.  Jesus reassures us. 

  Thomas became a saint.  Each of us is hoping to become a saint. 

 

But there is something that Thomas did that was ill-advised, 

  a big mistake, and probably a sin, 

  but it doesn’t get much attention. 

 

Please notice that after Jesus rose from the dead, 

  and when Jesus appeared to the apostles the first time, 

  Thomas was not there. 

 

The gospel says that Thomas “was not with them” (Jn 20:24). 

Thomas went off by himself. 

This is a “no, no.” 

Jesus wanted unity and togetherness in his group. 

  He prayed that they would all be one (Jn 17:21). 

  Whenever he sent the disciples out, he sent them out two-by-two (Mk 6:7; 14:13). 

  Jesus didn’t want Lone Rangers 

 

What is with Thomas going off by himself? 
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The reason is never given. 

  Maybe he had given up on Jesus. 

  Maybe he was so sad that he went off to pout by himself. 

  Maybe he thought that he was better than the rest of them, 

    and that he didn’t need them, and he was better off on his own. 

 

One thing we know for sure:  he separated himself from the other ten. 

  It was a big mistake, it was wrong, and it cost him dearly. 

 

When the disciples were fearfully huddled together in the Upper Room,  

  they supported and encouraged each other.   

When Thomas went off by himself,  

  he failed to receive the mutual support and encouragement that he so desperately needed. 

 

The disciples had all sinned during Jesus’ Passion  

  when they deserted their Master (Mt 26:56; Mk 14:50),  

  and they were in serious need of forgiveness. 

When Jesus appeared, his first words were, “Peace be with you” (Jn 20:19,21). 

Jesus forgave the ten. 

Absent, Thomas missed the chance to be forgiven. 

 

Jesus gave the disciples great joy and new hope when he appeared to them.   

  Thomas remained unaffected because he missed the opportunity to receive these gifts.   

 

Next, Jesus gave his disciples their commission when he said,  

  “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20:21b).   

Thomas received no such commissioning.   

 

Jesus gave the disciples a special blessing when he imparted the Holy Spirit upon them:       

  “Receive the holy Spirit” (Jn 20:22).   

Thomas was not sealed or confirmed in the Spirit.   

 

Jesus empowered his disciples to forgive the sins of others (Jn 20:23).  

  Thomas received no such mandate.   

 

Thomas missed innumerable graces and blessings apart from the others.   

Absence from the community is a serious blunder with major consequences.   

 

Fortunately, Thomas’ problems were quickly resolved when he returned to the community. 

 

Many Catholics today make the same mistake as Thomas  

  when they separate themselves from the community. 

They go to Mass on Easter Sunday,  

  and then only sporadically or not at all during the spring and summer.   

They infrequently receive the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation,  

  and are weakly connected to ongoing faith formation. 
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It should be no surprise that when it comes to the faith of those who are absent,  

  there would be more doubt.   

 

Thomas corrected his mistake when he returned.   

Easter teaches us that the risen Christ is found in the community of the Church,  

  the Body of Christ, and we need to remain closely connected. 

 

In many ways, I am preaching to the choir. 

The message is intended for those who are absent, 

 while we are the ones who are present. 

 

But this is very important for us who are here. 

It is reminder that we need to stay connected to the community, 

  because if we are absent, we miss the appearances of Jesus. 

Jesus appears us in his gospel. 

Jesus appears to us in the Eucharist. 

Jesus appears to us in fellow believers. 

And if we should decide to be absent, 

  we would miss out on so many graces and blessings. 

 

If we doubt, that is pretty normal. 

If we are absent, that is pretty bad. 

 

St. Thomas is a great saint, 

  and he was at his best when he was with the community 

  when he professed to Jesus:  “My Lord and my God!” 

 

 


