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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13; Eph 3:2-3a,5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

 

THE MAGI AND US:  SEEKERS TO BE FORMED 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, January 5, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, January 6, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Star of wonder, star of night, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to that perfect Light 
  (refrain, We Three Kings of Orient Are). 

 

It was a beautiful night. 

It was a holy night. 

The stars were brightly shining. 

 

Spanning from east to west, 

     and from south to north, 

  stars were arrayed across the dome of the sky (see Gn 1:8,14-15), 

    sparkling, glimmering, 

  as far as the eye could see, 

  extending through time and space, 

  reaching to the outer limits of the universe. 

 

There were huge, bright stars, 

    Sirius, Polaris, 

  and glowing planets, 

    Venus and Jupiter, 

  and twinkle, twinkle, little stars. 

 

And suddenly, as the magi gazed heavenward, 

  enthralled with the splendor of the night sky, 

  a new light burst forth at its rising (Mt 2:2b), 

  more brilliant than all the others, 

  a star of wonder, 

  magnificent to behold. 

 

The magi were mesmerized, 

  gripped at the sight, 

  riveted on the beam. 

 

Captivated by its beauty, 

    it became the desire of their hearts. 



 

2 

 

The magi made a pact among themselves. 

  “We will follow this light wherever it leads.” 

  “We are ready to traverse afar.” 

  “We must seek this newborn king.” 

 

Immediately, the preparations began. 

  They chose their healthiest and strongest camels. 

  They packed food and clothes. 

  They stowed away their life’s savings (see Mt 2:11b). 

 

With firm resolve and fierce determination, 

  the magi set out on their journey, 

  the most important journey of their lives, 

  with the star overhead, 

    their guiding light,  

    a star with royal beauty bright. 

 

And journey they did, 

  fording streams and rivers, 

    trekking over the dusty and windswept desert, 

      winding their way through mountain passes and deep ravines, 

    sweaty, thirsty, and hot by day, 

      hungry, exhausted, and chilled by night, 

   for weeks, for months, 

     for miles and miles, 

  following the star, seeking the king. 

 

The star guided the magi to Jerusalem,  

  the holy city,  

  the city of peace, 

  the home of the Temple,  

  God’s special dwelling place. 

 

The magi, seekers that they were, 

    were still searching for the newborn king, 

  and strangers that they were, 

    needed their final directions. 

 

The seekers received their directions from Micah, the prophet, 

  “And you Bethlehem … from you shall come a ruler” (Mi 5:1). 

The magi, the seekers, had to look to the Bible, to Scripture, 

  to get their final directions, 

    so that, guided by the star and God’s holy Word, 

  they would be able to reach their final destination 

    and meet the newborn king. 
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The magi saddled up once again, 

  for a trip that would take, not months, but hours, 

  and end, not in exhaustion, but in sheer joy. 

 

With the star beaming brightly overhead once again (Mt 2:9), 

  the seekers embarked on the last leg of their journey, 

  and guided by the light, 

  they arrived at the place where the child was (Mt 2:9b). 

 

Jesus taught, “Seek and you will find” (Mt 7:7). 

The magi, seekers, had sought the newborn king, 

  and what they had sought, they found (Mt 7:8). 

The light of the star had guided them to  

  the Light of the World, the perfect Light. 

And upon entering the house,  

  the magi offered the child Jesus their praise and their finest gifts (Mt 2:11). 

 

The magi were seekers, 

  and the most important journey of their life 

    was to seek Jesus. 

 

It is the same for you and me. 

All of us are seekers. 

The single most important journey of our life is to seek Jesus, 

  and to seek him with every ounce of energy that we have. 

It may take weeks, or months, or years. 

It may take a lot of time and effort. 

We may have to travel. 

We may have to go over some rough terrain. 

We may have to spend some of our savings. 

But seek we must, 

  because to find Jesus is to find everything, 

    to find real joy in our hearts, 

    to find guidance for our lives, 

    and to receive our place in the New Jerusalem (Rv 21:2), heaven, 

      for all eternity. 

 

Some fail to comprehend the nature of this journey. 

The misinformed think that God will come to us, 

    and that we don’t have to do anything; 

  and that God will give to us, 

    and that we don’t have to give anything. 

The magi prove this wrong. 

 

We are to be seekers,  

  and it requires effort. 
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And when we find Jesus, it is time for us to give, 

  to give Jesus our praise and worship, 

  and to set before him our finest gifts, 

    the best of what we have to offer, 

    our time, talent, and treasure. 

 

The magi, as they were seeking, got very close, 

  but they had stop and ask for directions to reach their final destination, 

  and they found those directions in the Bible, 

  and they needed teachers to help them understand it. 

 

My friend, we are seekers, 

  and we can make tremendous headway on our own, 

    but it is virtually impossible to reach our final destination by ourselves. 

We seekers need help, directions, 

  and we need teachers to explain the truths of our faith 

  and give us the route, the roadmap, to guide our journey to God. 

 

I am delighted to announce to you an excellent new resource 

  for all of our parishioners. 

It is called FORMED.    

It is an on-line resource. 

FORMED has an incredible web site. 

FORMED has an app that is as easy to download on your cell phone. 

FORMED has instructional videos, movies, documentaries, 

    audiobooks, audio Bible texts, e-books,  

    testimonials, presentations, group studies, and articles 

  on hundreds of spiritual topics 

    ranging from the sacraments to Scripture to prayer, and much more. 

 

You see, like the magi, we are all seekers, 

  and like the magi, we need further guidance and directions. 

The magi had to follow a star. 

The magi did not have the benefit of the Internet or cell phones, but we do, 

  and we would be wise to take advantage of these tools, 

  because with modern technology, 

    we have access to more solid Catholic teaching through FORMED 

     than any combination of parish programs could ever provide. 

 

Many parishes are already providing FORMED to their members: 

  our neighbors, St. Therese  in Deephaven, 

  Holy Cross in Northeast Minneapolis, 

  and Epiphany in Coon Rapids, just  to name a few. 

 

Our parish has paid for a subscription that entitles  

  all of our members to use this resource.  It is free for you! 
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Register at st-barts.formed.org . 

The information is on the front page of this week’s parish bulletin. 

You are welcome to use it, 

  and it is OK to pass it on to relatives, even if they live elsewhere, 

  or co-workers, even if they belong to another parish, even if they are not Catholic, 

  because FORMED is designed to be used for evangelization. 

 

Help is available for you immediately after Mass. 

There will be a short video on FORMED in the Fellowship Hall. 

There will be a number of volunteers available in the Fellowship Hall 

  that can help you download the app on your phone 

  or help you with instructions on how to access FORMED’s web site, 

  or answer any other questions that you may have. 

 

Remember, study is the second sign of a dynamic Catholic, 

  and FORMED is a terrific way to study our faith. 

 

Our plan is to jump into FORMED without delay. 

Parish-wide, we will begin with a study of the Eucharist. 

The FORMED video series on the Eucharist is called “Presence.” 

On the web, these videos can be watched whenever and wherever you like. 

The parish is going to offer group showings of the video series 

  on three consecutive Thursday nights starting on January 17, 

  not this Thursday, but the last three Thursdays of the month. 

There will be a showing of the video followed by a short discussion. 

These three sessions will be facilitated by Mr. Andrew Allen, 

    our Director of Faith Formation. 

Again, this information is on the front page of this week’s bulletin. 

 

My friends, some people think, errantly, wrongly, 

  that God comes to us and that we do not have to expend any effort. 

The magi proved this false. 

The magi were seekers, 

  and they spent a lot of time and went to a lot of effort to seek the Lord, 

  and guided by the light and God’s holy Word, the magi found Jesus. 

 

Here is a resolution for the New Year: 

  to seek Jesus with even greater vigor and determination than ever before. 

 

FORMED has the potential of being a wonderful aid in our search. 

 

The one who seeks finds (Mt 7:7,8), 

  and to find Jesus is to find everything. 


