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FEAST OF  
ST. BARTHOLOMEW 
PARISH PICNIC 

Sunday, August 27, 2017 
After 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 
 
 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW  
STATUE COMMISSIONING 
WITH ARCHBISHOP HEBDA 
September 24, 2017 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
Reception following Mass 

LET’S KEEP THE PARTY GOING! 

O ur 100 Year Anniversary kicked off December 3 as two hundred  

parishioners enjoyed cocktails, appetizers, a delicious sit-down  

dinner prepared by Michael Rasmussen (Chef Rassy) and beautiful piano 

music from our Director of Liturgy and Music, Richard Clarke.   But Richard 

was just getting warmed up because next came the annual A Festival of 

Lessons & Carols on December 16.  This year’s evening, in celebration  

of our 100th year anniversary, was made extra special when former  

St. Bartholomew pastors, Fr. Steve LaCanne and Fr. Michael Reding, 

joined Fr. Mike Van Sloun, Deacon Rick Witucki, our choir and musicians 

and other guest readers. 

Beautiful commemorative ornaments were distributed to parishioners prior 

to Christmas and, then, on Christmas Day we officially marked the first 

Mass offered at St. Bartholomew Church on December 25, 1916. 

But, it’s never really a celebration unless there is cake.  And, cake was just 

one small piece of the birthday party held on January 8 after the 10:30 a.m. 

Mass.  A line of several hundred parishioners and visitors stretched well 

into the gathering space as people waited patiently to get into the  

fellowship hall where real fun was happening.  Festivities also included a 

hot chocolate bar, face painting, a St. Bart’s trivia game, and a photo area 

complete with a huge “100” gold backdrop and a very special birthday  

party guest.  And, not to be left out, our own St. Bartholomew (who may 

have bore a striking resemblance to Deacon Rick) was on hand to meet 

and greet. 

What a wonderful way to start our 100 Year Celebration.   

But we’re just warming up!   

Celebrating 

Anniversary Dinner 

YEARS... 

Marv and  
Glenda  
Getten.   

Marv was  
baptized at  

St. Bart’s  
In 1926. 

A special thank you to our teens for providing  
such outstanding service. 
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Christmas Day  

100 Year Birthday Party 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW Style! 

A Festival of Lessons & Carols 

CENTENNIAL CORNER 

Contribute to the 100 

Year Archives 

Thank you to those who have 
responded to our request for 
archive materials, stories, and/or 
photos.  There’s still time!   If you 
have something you’d like to 
share, please contact Kathy  
Salman,  ksalman@st-barts.org, 
952/473-6601. 

H ave you stopped by to 
check out the display case 

in the gathering space yet?   

 

If not, make a point to do so soon.   
Throughout our 100 year celebra-
tion, we will showcase a variety of 
historic photos and archive mate-
rials from the church and school.  
Be sure to stop by frequently as 
photos and items will change!  

 

Parishioners of all ages enjoyed 
the 100 Year Birthday Party on 
January 8.   
 
Below:  “St. Bartholomew” 
visited with Therese Lebens,  
a longtime parishioner and  
St. Bart’s School alum. 
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By the Ignite Your Faith Committee 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH... Through Prayer and Study 
 

A lthough the week-
end of Sept. 17, 
2016 seems like it 
was just a few 

weeks ago,  it has already been 
more than four months since  
we kicked off our Ignite Your 
Faith initiative. We are now 
adding the next building block  
to becoming a Dynamic  
Catholic…Study.   

As we add on, let’s reflect on 
where we’ve been. During the 
kick-off weekend of this spiritual 
campaign, everyone was handed 
a candle upon entering the 
church. Fr. Mike introduced the 
Ignite Your Faith initiative during 
his homily and all the candles 
were lit during a short ceremony 
and blessing. It was a beautiful 
sight to see and a growing symbol of how we want our faith to 
burn brightly.  

During Fr. Mike’s homily parishioners, young and old, anony-
mously completed a survey, rating themselves on a 1-10 scale 
as to where they see themselves in Prayer, Study, Generosity 
and Evangelization as a Catholic. We received 863 responses 
and the breakdown is below. We thought this would be helpful 
to gauge our progress through the four phases. Parishioners 
will be asked to fill out a follow up survey after each phase. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Once Mass was over each family received a copy of Matthew 
Kelly’s book, The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic, to read 
and follow along on our journey.  

Two weeks later we introduced the Prayer phase of Ignite 
Your Faith. During Masses we had each person fill out a  
Prayer pledge form to state what they would work on during 
the Prayer phase. We received 687 forms. As people left 
Mass volunteers handed out The Prayer Process card as a 
helpful guide for individual prayer.  

The first significant community event was the small group 
book discussion of the Prayer chapters of The Four Signs of a 
Dynamic Catholic, facilitated by Tod Worner.  More than 50 
people attended and all left feeling spiritually fed and ready 
for more. Next came an evening of prayer through word and 
song with Fr. Michael Joncas. The program followed the four 
types of prayer using real life examples, scripture readings, 
worship hymns, and a call for each of us to reflect on our 
own relationship and ways of communicating with God. Over 
200 parishioners were in attendance for this grace-filled 
evening.  Finally, on January 28, 120 adults attended a prayer 
retreat featuring internationally-known speaker Ryan O’Hara 
and worship music provided by our own Connor Flanagan 
and Andrew Allen and Connor’s worship band.  The morning 
of prayer and inspiration proved to be a wonderful way to 
cap off our prayer season. 

“I have heard such positive feedback about Ignite Your Faith from  
fellow parishioners. There is a renewed hunger for deepening our  
spirituality and the church’s campaign has been quite inspiring.” 

                                                                                                            Tod Worner 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

 INITIATIVE OVERVIEW 

 EVENTS 

 RESOURCES (INCLUDING PAST  

BULLETIN ARTICLES AND LINKS) 

 KICK-OFF VIDEO 

 SIGN UP FOR MONTHLY E-FLAME  

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER 

 

WWW.ST-BARTS.ORG/WORSHIP/IGNITEYOURFAITH 

 

 
A DOSE OF INSPIRATION 

Let’s say you are just reading about this for the first time or 
didn’t get into a prayer routine…it is never too late. Each day 
is a new opportunity to begin. Here are some inspiring 
thoughts from some fellow parishioners. 

 

“I am more deliberate about prayer, which for me is medita-
tion. I am not big on rote prayer. Meditation clears my mind, 
which then allows God to speak to me, maybe not through 
words, but by observing and listening to others who God puts 
in my life to help me with my spiritual journey. Igniting our 
spiritual fire has never been more timely.” 
                                                                                          Scott Sayer 

 

“Since receiving The Prayer Process card, I have been  
successful at praying at night!  Each morning when I make 
my bed, I put the prayer card on my pillow. That way when 
I return to the bed at night, I am reminded to pray before 
going to bed.  I pray the 7 steps on the card, one thing per 
step to keep it simple. It literally takes me less than two 
minutes!”                                                        
                                                                    Graeme Braithwaite 

 

Parishioner Terri Obermiller found herself worried about 
her son's struggle to find employment and sought peace 
through a novena to her patron saint, St. Therese. After 
concluding the novena, a miracle happened. A wilted rose 
of Terri's began to bloom again, giving her a sign from  
God that everything was going to work out. Recently,  
God answered her prayers and her son was offered a job.  

FEB. 27 
7:00 PM 
NIC DAVIDSON  
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT 

Nic is an energetic and funny speaker 
who is on fire for his faith. A convert 
from Assemblies of God, Nic brings  

delightful humor coupled with his deep knowledge of the 
faith to all of his speaking engagements.  
 

MARCH 20 
6:45—7:45 PM 
SMALL GROUP  
BOOK DISCUSSION:   
The Four Signs of a Dynamic 
Catholic 
Led by Tod Worner 

Topic will be the Study chapter (pages 75–106). 
 

 
MAY 17 
6:30—8:00 PM 
INTRODUCTION TO THE  
CATECHISM:  Discover the  
Genius of Catholicism  
Presented by Andrew Allen, Director of 
Faith Formation and Connor Flanagan, 

 Director of Youth Ministry. 
 

Time to find your copy of The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic 
as we enter into the Study phase of  Ignite Your Faith which 
kicked off during  the weekend of February 11 and 12. Now 
that we have been practicing growing our relationship with 
God through prayer, Matthew Kelly names the second sign  
as “all about our continuous learning, the daily discipline of 
exploring the way of Jesus and the genius of Catholicism.” 
Study will look different for each of us, as we are all in  
different places on our faith journeys. There will be many 
opportunities to learn about our beautiful faith in phase two 
and listed are some of the upcoming events to look forward  
to in the next few months. 

FEBRUARY — MAY 2017 
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M ark your calendar today for a fun 
and memorable evening at Images 

of Spring on Saturday, April 29.  This year 
we are preparing to take you away on a 
Mediterranean cruise with stops at Greece, 
Italy and France.  Think of this as the 
“Captain’s Dinner!”  Bring out your fancy 
cruise attire – you’ll want to look sharp for 
photos -- and enjoy an evening of food, 
games and entertainment. 

Images of Spring is an annual gala event of  
St. Bartholomew parish.  This evening  

provides a great opportunity to spend time 
with friends from church, and meet new 
ones, while helping to raise critical funds 
for our parish ministries.  There will be live 
and silent auctions, games and entertain-
ment, as well as appetizers, dinner and 
dessert with foods of our three Ports of 
Call.    

The evening is still a few months away,  
but there are many ways to get involved.  
Besides attending the event (which we  
are hoping you do), you can join the  

committee, volunteer, or offer a donation.  
There’s more information on our website 
at www.st-barts.org/Events & News.   
Or, you can contact the Images of Spring 
Chair, Paula Heppelmann, at  
pjheppelmann@comcast.net, or the  
parish office at 952/473-6601. 
 
We are excited to take you away on a  
Mediterranean Cruise, Saturday, April  
29 at Golden Valley Country Club!  “All 
Aboard” for a fabulous evening at Images 
of Spring.  

ALL ABOARD! 

IMAGES OF SPRING 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2017 

LOOK FOR INVITATIONS, REGISTRATION, 

AND RAFFLE TICKET SALES TO BEGIN SOON! 

http://www.st-barts.org/Events
mailto:pjheppelmann@comcast.net
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IMAGES OF SPRING 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

It takes many people to make Images of Spring successful and there are many 
ways to get involved.  If you are interested in volunteering the night of the event, 
please contact Tom Paquette at tpaquetteusa@outlook.com.  Or, if you are  
interested in volunteering prior to the event, there are still opportunities.   
Please contact Jean Glessing, jrgless@mediacombb.net or Paula Heppelmann, 
pjheppelmann@comcast.net. 

Meet the Hardworking Images of Spring Co-Chairs 

VOLUNTEER PERSPECTIVE 

Paula Heppelmann 

How long have you been a parishioner at 
St. Bartholomew and tell us about your 
family:  

We have been members of St. Bart’s for 
approximately 12 years. My husband,  
Tony and I have been married nearly 38 
years and have two adult children.  Our son, 
Phillip, is married and lives in Chaska. Our 
daughter, Stephanie, has recently moved 
back to Minneapolis after working in  
Chicago following her college graduation.  

Why should people consider volunteering 
and getting involved with Images of 
Spring?  

It’s a wonderful way to serve St. Bart’s  
and develop friendships with others in our 
faith community.  There are a variety of 
opportunities to offer your time and talent, 
all in support of our parish’s largest fund-
raiser of the year.  You’ll be amazed and 
inspired by the tremendous amount of  
enthusiasm that surrounds this annual 
event.   

Jean Glessing 

How long have you been a parishioner at 
St. Bartholomew and tell us about your 
family: 

We moved to Wayzata from Plymouth in 
2013 and enjoyed worshipping at St. Bart’s 
and joined in the fall of 2013.  My husband, 
Rollie, and I have been married for more 
than forty years and have two grown  
children, Brooke and Peter.  Brooke is a 
gastroenterologist and recently moved to 
Cleveland. Our son, Peter, is an attorney 
and works in Minneapolis. 

What is your role with Images of Spring 
and why did you decide to get involved? 

I am one of the co-chairs for Images of 
Spring and this is my second year working 
on the committee.  Having recently moved 
to the parish, I was looking for an oppor-
tunity to get more involved with the church.  
St. Bart’s is a warm and welcoming faith 
community and being part of Images of 
Spring has given me a joyful way to  
volunteer and give back to the church. 

Nancy Patton 

How long have you been a parishioner at 
St. Bartholomew and tell us about your 
family:  

We had lived in the St. Bart’s neighborhood 
for years and would frequent when we 
couldn’t make our home parish in Edina.    
We switched and became official members 
in 2010. My husband, Chris, and I have  
been married for 27 years and have two 
children.  Elizabeth graduated from college  
last May and now lives in Chicago and  
Michael is a junior in college. 

How has your involvement with this  
ministry impacted your faith life? 

Involvement in the Images of Spring event 
has drawn us deeper into the St. Bart’s  
community through making connections 
with fellow parishioners.  Helping others 
while working with this great team is  
rewarding personally while enriching  
spiritually; it reminds us the event is about 
coming together for something bigger than 
ourselves.  This group is committed to not 
only raising funds for the parish but also  
to creating a wonderful social event for the 
community.  God created us all differently 
and we have unique talents and perspec-
tives, and when this group works together 
we build on each other’s ideas.     
 
Volunteering to raise money takes many  
out of their comfort zone and this group 
supports each other in the mission to 
ask.   God teaches us to trust in Him that  
He will help and support us as we serve  
others.  The support this group shows each 
other truly demonstrates and strengthens 
those beliefs. 
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REGISTRATION AT WWW.ST-BARTS.ORG 

 

SPACE LIMITED.  REGISTER TODAY!  



9 A NEW YEAR:   New Beginnings for the Christian Steward 

 

Th e practice of making New Year’s 
resolutions goes back over 3000 

years. The start of a New Year gives us the 
feeling of a fresh start, a new beginning, 
and new opportunities. It is a time when 
people feel that they can begin anew with 
their lives. Common New Year's resolutions 
are to lose weight, exercise more and eat 
healthier or to spend more time with  
family. Still others include managing money 
better and being more organized. 

Although there is nothing in the Bible or 
notable in Christian tradition about New 
Year’s resolutions, many good stewards 
take advantage of this time of year to  
become closer to the Lord. They may  
re-commit themselves to pray more, to 
read the Bible, or to attend Mass more 
regularly. If you are looking for some help 
in your resolutions, here are a few ideas to 
get you started: 

Practice gratitude – Cultivating a grateful 
heart is the hallmark of a Christian steward. 
Every day, express thankfulness to the Lord 
and to others. Seeing the good in your life 
will allow you to keep your heart compas-
sionate and loving. 
 
Encounter the Lord each day – Find time  
to be with the Lord each day, whether it  
be for an hour or ten minutes. Have a  
conversation with the Lord. Give your joys 
and worries to Him as well. Allow God’s 
love to transform them. Our encounters 
will keep our eyes and ears open to the 
presence of Christ in our midst. 
 

Be present to others – There is much  
celebration and mourning, joy and sorrow 
in peoples’ lives. What a blessing it is to  
be able to share those times and not let 
others experience them alone. The gift of 
your presence to others is much more  
valuable than you realize. 
 
Resist overwork – There is a pressure  
to produce, meet goals, be successful.  
But activities that lead us to overwork, 
constant fatigue and worry do not give 
glory to God. What God calls us to do we 
can do well. Be mindful that life requires 
balance, down time and letting go of  
unrealistic goals. 
 
Nurture friendships – Our friends are those 
we choose to be with, those with whom we 
spend our evenings, with whom we vaca-
tion, to whom we go to for advice. Friends 
are gifts from God who give us a greater 
appreciation of God’s love for us. Friends 
need our time and love. 
 
Give more – Good stewards realize that 
everything they have is entrusted to them 
as a gift to be shared. There is no better 
place to begin than sharing with the  
community that gathers around the Lord’s 
table at Mass. Consider what you are giving 
to your parish and local diocese and  
commit to an even greater contribution  
as circumstances allow. 
 
Make a difference in your parish community – 
Believe it or not, your parish community 
can use your talents. Offering your talents 

to your faith community is one of the most 
effective ways to feel useful and connected 
to others, and it is a potentially life-
changing resolution. 
 
Consider living more simply – We can’t 
find fulfillment in possessions. They add 
nothing to our self-worth. Jesus blessed  
the “poor in spirit” in his Sermon on the 
Mount; and Saint Francis of Assisi urged  
us to live with only what was necessary,  
for that is how we begin to find God. 
 
Get healthy – Studies show that most people 
in North America are accelerating their own 
decline into premature old age, owing to 
poor diet and lack of physical activity. Be a 
good steward of your body. Plan a complete 
overhaul of your diet and exercise habits. 
 
Don’t give up – People give up their  
resolutions because of perfectionism  
and unrealistic expectations. So take it 
slow, be kind to yourself and keep trying. 
Resist the urge to throw your hands up  
and quit. You succeed through small,  
manageable changes over time. 
 
Turn to the Lord – Ask the Lord for  
guidance, strength and perseverance in 
achieving your resolutions. In his letter  
to the Philippians, Saint Paul writes: “I can 
do everything through Him who gives me 
strength” (Phil 4:13). If God is the center  
of our New Year's resolutions, they have  
a better chance for success. 
 
International Catholic Stewardship Council 
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Get Your Golden Ticket for  

CATHOLIC KIDZ CAMP 2017 

 

F or the second summer the 
St. Bartholomew  Catholic 

Faith Community is thrilled to 
host a Catholic Kidz Camp from 
July 10 – 14.  Last summer 90 
kids and about 30 volunteers  
enjoyed this fantastic faith ex-
perience and this year the fun 
just keeps on rolling.  

What a great opportunity to 
add a faith component to your 
child’s summer that focuses on 
Sacred Scripture and our Catho-
lic faith. FUN is chugging around 
the bend so mark your calendar 
now and look for details and  
registration soon! 

FUN IS CHUGGING AROUND THE BEND! 

July 10 –14 

SAVE 

THE 

DATE! 

SCENES FROM CATHOLIC KIDZ CAMP 2016 
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By Patrick Fox, Ed.S., Principal 

 Our Bulldogs Know Their Faith and How to Live It Each Day  

S t. Bartholomew is a great “Catholic Immersion” school.  

High academic expectations accompanied by Catholic 
values and nurturing teachers create the conditions for strong 
academic achievement among students.  Our St. Bart’s family 
of parents, staff, and students enjoy high expectations for 
growing in faith and in academics. 

During his homily at the January 29 Mass kicking off Catholic 
Schools Week, Fr. Mike reflected that learning our faith is 
similar to learning another language and that from an early 
age, practicing our faith becomes imbedded and meaning-
ful.  Our “Bulldogs” know how to be good followers of  
Jesus.  They know what to do during Mass and how to apply 
lessons from religion class to their lives.  They know they are 
never alone and that Jesus is always there to support and 
guide them.  Their wonderful teachers also guide them by 
challenging, nurturing, and helping them learn - even when 
they fail.  

It shouldn’t be a surprise that our kids quickly become natural 
public speakers and that our alumni have successful experienc-
es in high school and beyond!  As second grade teacher Emily 
Bilski mentioned in her remarks at that Mass, “St. Bart's is a 
great place to learn and teach and live the values of FAITH, 
KNOWLEDGE and SERVICE!”  School parent Jen Nick spoke of 
what St. Bart's offers that other schools do not - our faith!   
“Our children are learning and igniting their faith at St. Bart's!” 
 

We Love to Serve! 

St. Bart’s students love serving others.   Our Bulldogs become 
effective leaders by living our Gospel message through service.  
We help others in our school, across our community and 
throughout the world.  Through service, we “give back” and 
“pay forward” the gifts and blessings we have received. 

See us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages/St-Barts-School/612208852216585 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, TO SCHEDULE A TOUR OR TO ENROLL: 

Visit our website at www.st-bartsschool.org or call 953/473-6189. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

JOIN US FOR  

CHILDREN’S MASS 

9:00 a.m. Wednesdays  

during the school year! 

 

You will like praying with 

us and learning about our 

faith with Fr. Mike. 

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING OUR ST. BARTHOLOMEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL FAMILY 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Barts-School/612208852216585


St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community 

630 E. Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, MN  55391 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

REFLECTIONS is a publication of  
St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community,  
630 E. Wayzata Blvd., Wayzata, MN  55391 
Phone: 952/473-6601, Fax:  952/473-0980 
School Phone:  952/473-6189 
Email: stbarts@st-barts.org.  Website:  www.st-barts.org 
Pastor: Fr. Mike Van Sloun 
 
REFLECTIONS MISSION:  To reflect parish life through writings 
which educate, inform and inspire the actions and teachings 
 of our Catholic community. 

Comments/suggestions are welcome. 
Communications Director:  Kathleen Salman, ksalman@st-barts.org 
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