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MASS WITH THE SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 
Is 61:1-3a; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 10:29-37 

 

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, October 20, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 

 

We just heard the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Jesus used it to teach a scholar of the Law, a scribe, 

  about how to be more aware, kind-hearted, and compassionate, 

    rather than so legalist. snobbish, and self-justifying. 

The scribe was pretty much like the priest and the Levite, 

  more concerned with saying his prayers and observing the rules, 

    than he was with being friendly or helpful. 

He did not even know who is neighbor was, 

  which is pretty pathetic for a man who supposedly spent so much time studying Scripture. 

 

We have all heard this story many times before, 

  and we are familiar with the traditional interpretation. 

Jesus wants you and me to pay attention to the Samaritan. 

As the Samaritan was helpful to the victim who was beaten by robbers, 

  we should be helpful to others,  

    particularly to those have encountered some sort of hardship. 

 

As many of you know, one of my hobbies is to visit churches  

  and to take pictures of their stained glass windows and other artwork. 

Artists create images  

  to retell the story, 

  to teach, 

  and to reflect on the spiritual meaning. 

 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is popular with artists. 

It should be. 

It is one of Jesus’ most compelling parables. 

 

Most artists portray this parable exactly as it is written, 

  an image of the beaten victim in the ditch, the priest, the Levite, and the Samaritan. 

A few artists take some liberties, though, 

  and depart from the factual details, 

    and offer a different perspective for our reflection. 

 

There was a man on a scary, dangerous road. 

He was attacked by robbers. 

They stripped him, beat him, and left him half dead. 

He was lying in the dirt, in the ditch, all by himself, alone, suffering, and ignored. 
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Who is that man? 

Some artists show the victim to be Jesus. 

 

The man who was beaten was on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

It would not be much longer until Jesus was on the road to Calvary. 

The man was attacked by robbers. 

Jesus was attacked by cruel and vicious Roman soldiers. 

The man who was attacked was stripped by his attackers. 

Jesus was stripped before the scourging at the pillar, 

  and Jesus was stripped again before he was nailed to the Cross. 

The man was beaten badly. 

  So was Jesus. 

Jesus was beaten with whips at his scourging, 

  beaten with thorns at his crowning, 

  beaten with clubs as he carried his Cross, 

  and beaten with nails when he was crucified. 

The man was lying in the ditch half dead. 

   So was Jesus. 

After Jesus was scourged, he was half dead. 

  With so much blood loss, how could go on anymore? 

The man was lying in the ditch. 

Jesus fells three times;  

  Jesus was lying on the road. 

The man was in great suffering and pain, 

  and Jesus, throughout his Passion, suffered excruciating pain. 

 

This is a very insightful interpretation of this parable. 

It is not literal, but spiritual. 

Jesus is the victim lying beaten in the ditch. 

 

Why would this be such a meaningful interpretation  

  as we prepare for the Sacrament of Anointing? 

 

Jesus – in the flesh – suffered, and he suffered a lot. 

Jesus knows suffering himself, and because of this, 

  he has great concern and compassion for those who are suffering. 

Everyone here is suffering something. 

Every person here is the man lying in the ditch. 

Every person here is Jesus enduring his Passion. 

We have been attacked by aging, bacteria, viruses, 

  deteriorating joints, cataracts, metabolic imbalances, narrowing blood vessels. 

Some days, worn down by our aches and pains and the constant battle, 

  it feels like we are half dead. 

And as the man in the ditch felt so all alone, 

  and as Jesus, falling to the ground or hanging from the Cross, felt so alone, 

  so there are times that we, too, feel alone, sad, forgotten, or depressed. 
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When we are sick or troubled, we are not alone. 

Jesus knows what it is like to suffer. 

Jesus will come to us in the Sacrament of Anointing, 

  and after all that Jesus went though,  

  Jesus promises to be our companion, particularly when things are most difficult, 

  and he will wrap his arms around us in love and concern. 

 

Artists have another beautiful perspective on the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Instead of portraying Jesus as the victim lying in the ditch, 

  they portray Jesus as the Good Samaritan himself, 

  caring for the victim who is lying in the ditch. 

 

The Good Samaritan did some very striking things. 

When he saw the victim lying in the ditch,  

  “he was moved with compassion at the sight” (Lk 10:33b). 

That is the way it is with Jesus. 

When Jesus sees us in our troubles, he is moved with compassion for us. 

Jesus is very concerned about every single person here. 

 

The Good Samaritan poured oil and wine over the victim’s wounds. 

The oil was for soothing the pain and to promote healing. 

During the Sacrament of Anointing, 

  oil will be used to make a Sign of the Cross on the forehead and the palms of the hands. 

The priest will administer the oil, but the priest represents Jesus. 

Jesus anoints us with the oil of this sacrament 

  to relieve our suffering,  

  to lower our worry and anxiety, 

  and to promote physical and spiritual healing. 

 

The Good Samaritan poured wine into the wounds. 

Wine has alcohol. 

Alcohol kills harmful bacteria. 

Sin infects every one of us, and it leaves us with terrible, festering wounds. 

Jesus pours the wine of his Blood over our wounds, 

  killing the temptations, healing and purifying the damage caused by our sins. 

The wine over our wounds is the forgiveness of the sins we have committed,  

  the grace of absolution, 

  the healing of our souls. 

 

The Good Samaritan then bandaged the wounds (Lk 10:34). 

Imagine, clean white wrappings, white gauze, white cotton strips, 

  wrapped over the previous blood stains (see Is 1:18b). 

In the Sacrament of Anointing, 

  Jesus is bandaging our wounds. 

Our sins are covered, forgiven, never to be seen again, 

  and we are wrapped in white cloths, wrapped with his merciful grace. 
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The Good Samaritan than lifted the victim onto his donkey 

  and took him to an inn where he could get additional help and recover more completely. 

The inn is where travelers get together along the journey. 

We are all pilgrims on the journey of life. 

This church is the inn. 

Jesus is the innkeeper. 

After we receive the healing of Jesus in the Sacrament of Anointing, 

  we will need additional help in the days to come. 

To go to church, to go to Mass, 

  to receive his Word in the Gospel, 

  and to receive his Body and Blood in the Eucharist, 

  is to continue the healing process after the reception of the Sacrament of Anointing. 

And Jesus pays for it all. 

His healing grace is a free gift to us. 

 

The artists give us to two beautiful perspectives on the Parable of the Good Samaritan: 

  Jesus is the victim lying in the ditch, 

    so he knows our suffering and has compassion for us; 

  and Jesus is the Good Samaritan, 

    he loves us and he is the healer of our every ill. 


