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By the Ignite Your Faith Team 

Members of the Ignite Your Faith team are a wonderful example of evangelization in action.   
 

I n January we began the next phase of our  
journey to become more dynamic Catholics with 
the fourth sign:  Evangelization.  For many of us, 
the term alone strikes either fear or some other 

negative connotation.  However, evangelization is actual-
ly exciting and is imperative to our future, as a Church 
and as a people.  

Jesus’ answer to how the best way to live was: “Love  
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind…and love your neighbor as  
yourself.”  (Matthew 26: 37-39) 

God wants to “win” you with his love and wisdom; God 
wants to build you up spiritually so that you have the 
knowledge and habits to live in his love and walk in his 
ways; and God wants to send you out into the world to 
share his love with others.  Matthew Kelly refers to this 
as Win. Build. Send.  

God wants to “build” in you a dynamic spirituality.  He 
wants our parishes to help people of all ages build a  
spiritual life so that through our daily lives and routines, 
He can build and refine us in his image.  It is not enough 
for us to hope that this happens.  We need process and 
intentionality.  Those are two of the key ingredients of 
effective evangelization.   

Evangelization, like every sign, takes both time and  
commitment.  According to the research, among highly 

If every member of our parish did one thing  
each week to share the faith with others,  

how different would St. Bart’s be a year from now? 

engaged Catholics, Evangelization is the weakest link in 
the chain.  This is our challenge!   

We are called to evangelize.  The bad news is that we, as 
Catholics are not doing a very good job of evangelizing in 
the society we live in today.  The good news is that we 
have never really tried.  The only option we have is to 
improve.  

Evangelization is to the church what breathing is to  
a person, according to Kelly.  If we stop doing it for  
long enough, we will die.  We exist to evangelize.   
It is necessary to keep our Church and our faith alive 
and moving vibrantly into the future.  Let’s try to do 
one thing each week to share the faith with someone 
who crosses our path.   Share a book you’ve read about 
faith.  Pass along an online daily reflection that you 
receive.  Invite someone to one of our events.  Offer  
a Catholic perspective in a conversation.   

If every member of our parish did one thing each week 
to share the faith with others, how different would St. 
Bart’s be a year from now?  Or, taking it to another 
level, if every Catholic in America did just one small act 
of evangelization each week, how could the Church 
grow in the next ten years?  Little by little, we can have 
an enormous impact.  The road to success is taking one 
small step at a time! 

 

EVANGELIZATION   
Together, We Can Make a Huge Impact  
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OUR GENEROSITY GROWS! 

 

T 
hank you to everyone who participated in the post-assessment survey for our Generosity phase.  As a faith  
community, the average self-assessment score for Generosity increased from the initial 6.05% to 6.53%, which  
is a nice increase, given that Generosity was already the highest self-rated attribute of the Four Signs of a Dynamic 
Catholic for our members.  The insightful comments and examples of generosity demonstrated during this Phase  

of Ignite Your Faith by our members were incredible.  Here are some examples: 

 Gave a generous donation to Interfaith Outreach despite my husband not working. 

 It created an awareness of the very posture of being a generous heart which is always a first step to action. 

 We try to follow the example and priorities at church in our daily life and hearing about Ignite Your Faith at Mass 
helped us to increase our generosity. 

 Made cookies for people in my cul-de-sac; it made me feel good and I want to do it again. 

 The speaker really hit my heart; he gave a different approach of convincing people to be generous. 

 I get extra cash each time I buy groceries and immediately put it into envelope to mail to charity.  

Overwhelming, the comments submitted indicated that the greatest outcome of the Generosity phase of Ignite Your Faith 
was an increased awareness – about the need for generosity, ideas and actionable ways to be generous, the personal and 
community benefits of being more generous – and the impact of just keeping it top of mind on a regular basis.  Thank you  
to all who participated and continue to make a significant difference in your families, workplaces, communities and beyond. 

 

EVANGELIZATION EVENTS 

Sunday, February 25, 7:00 PM 

Evangelization: Living and  

Sharing the Good News 

Fr. Michael Joncas 

Feb. 26 — April 9 

Mondays, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

CATHOLICISM: The New Evangelization 

7-Week Series, $30 

Month of April 

4-week Evangelization Challenge 

Look for more details soon! 

Monday, April 23, 7:00 - 8:15 PM 

Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic 

Book Discussion on Evangelization  

Dr. Tod Worner 

W hat is the goal of evangelization?  Is it to fill the pews,  
create more volunteers or committee members? According 

to Dr. Christian Washburn, who spoke to an eager crowd of parish-
ioners in early January, the answer is no. Rather, the goal of evange-
lization is to make disciples--followers of Christ.  At this Ignite Your 
Faith speaker series evening, Washburn, who is a leading archdioce-
san expert on evangelization and interreligious affairs, shared how to 
become a disciple. 

6 STEPS TO BE A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST 

1.  Foster a personal relationship with Jesus. 

2.  Be mindful that although we are friends to Jesus, he is still 
above us and we are subordinate to him. 

3.  Embrace the cross. 

4.  Renounce all things to Christ. 

5.  Accept Christ's truth (ex. Luke 10:27, Romans 12:1) 

6.  Be “fishers of men.” Disciples make other disciples.  

Learn more at st-barts.org/ignite-your-faith-evangelization 

By  Victoria Siedlecki 

6 STEPS TO BE A  
DISCIPLE OF CHRIST 

By  Jonell Cella 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in  
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

 


