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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year B 
1 Sm 3:3-10,19; Ps 40:2,4,7-8,8-9,10; 1 Cor 6:13-15,17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

 

EVANGELIZATION: 

THE FOURTH SIGN OF A DYNAMIC CATHOLIC 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, January 13, 2018, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, January 14, 2018, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

This weekend we begin Phase Four of Ignite Your Faith. 

We are using Matthew Kelly’s book, 

  The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic. 

Over the first one and a half years, 

  we have spent a half of year on each of the first three signs: 

    prayer, study, and generosity. 

The fourth sign of a dynamic Catholic is evangelization or faith sharing, 

  and we will concentrate of evangelization from now until the end of May. 

 

Hopefully you still have Matthew Kelly’s book. 

  The chapter on evangelization is Chapter Five. 

  It is entitled “Changing the World.” 

  It is a bit longer, 45 pages, 143-188, 

    but it is a fast, easy read. 

If you read it a long time ago, it is worth rereading. 

If you have not read it, now is a good time. 

 

Evangelization has a bad name. 

Evangelization conjures up the picture of a pair of Jehovah Witnesses or Mormons  

  walking up the driveway and knocking on the front door. 

Evangelization conjures up an image  

  of a person trying to jam their beliefs down someone’s throat. 

 

We need to reimage evangelization. 

Jesus is the greatest evangelist of all. 

Jesus spread the Good News of the gospel left and right, 

  here and there, everywhere (see Mt 5:1; 13:54; 15:21,29; 19:1;  

    Mk 1:38; 3:9; 5:1; 6:6b; Lk 4:44; 6:17; 8:1). 

Jesus evangelized in a very nice way. 

Jesus didn’t jam his gospel down anyone’s throat. 

He was loving, kind, and gentle. 

Jesus wasn’t pushy; he didn’t force anything on anyone. 

Jesus didn’t make demands; he invited. 

He gave people space and the freedom to decide. 

When Jesus shared the faith, he did it in such a respectful way 

  that people were attracted to him. 

If we pay close attention to Jesus, he shows us how to share our faith. 
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But to be honest, this is uncomfortable territory. 

When we did the pre-assessment on the four signs, 

  our parish gave itself the lowest rating on evangelization. 

Matthew Kelly’s research showed the same thing. 

 

Actually, this is not surprising. 

We are all products of our American society. 

Our American culture is pluralistic. 

There are many different beliefs. 

People get to believe what they want to believe. 

People are individualistic and private. 

Attitudes go something like this: 

  “You can believe what you want to believe. 

  I’m going to believe what I want to believe. 

  Let’s agree to leave each other alone. 

  You don’t talk to me about your faith, 

    and I won’t talk to you about mine.” 

It is a cultural expectation. 

 

This might be American. 

It might be a constitutional right:  freedom of religion. 

But it is not the Jesus way of doing business. 

Jesus shared the Good News of the gospel with others, 

  and we are supposed to follow his example (see Jn 13:15). 

Jesus sent his disciples out two-by-two into the surrounding towns and villages 

  to share the message of the gospel with others (see Mk 6:6b-13). 

Dynamic Catholics speak about their faith to others. 

No matter how dynamic you or I might be today, 

  we can be more dynamic about sharing the Good News of Jesus and his gospel. 

 

So Matthew Kelly begins with a fundamental question: 

  “What is the best way to live?” (p. 150). 

His answer:  “To live a life of virtue, 

  to be a person of great character, 

  to be the best person possible.” 

People make this far too complicated. 

It is really easy to see, even if a person is not religious or spiritual. 

  Two patient people get along far better than two impatient people. 

  Two generous people get along far better than two selfish people. 

  Two courageous people get along far better than two cowardly people (p. 153). 

 

A person does not have to be Catholic to be virtuous. 

All of the great philosophies teach virtue (p. 153). 

But, the Bible in general, and Jesus and his Gospel in particular, 

  provide a better roadmap to virtue than any philosophy. 
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There are many different philosophies or approaches toward life, 

  that give life direction, purpose, and meaning. 

In America, with relativism,  

  people generally think that one approach is about as good as another, 

    and we are duped into thinking that it doesn’t make much difference which one we select. 

Don’t be fooled.  Nothing could be further from the truth. 

 

Let’s take two fundamentally different approaches toward the best way to live. 

This is going to be an extreme example, 

  but when we push the extremes, it is easier to see the flaw. 

Here are two approaches: 

  the Adolf Hitler approach and the Mother Theresa approach. 

    One is about the supremacy of a race, brute force, and tyranny. 

    The other is about love for everyone, particularly the poor and the weak; 

      and it is about sacrifice and service. 

There have been millions of adherents to each. 

The question is:  “Is one better than the other?” 

I sure hope so. 

So, to say that every philosophy or approach toward life is roughly equal, 

  and which one a person selects doesn’t matter all that much, 

  such an understanding is deeply flawed, ill-informed, and a terrible mistake. 

 

So if I were to ask you, a Roman Catholic, 

  “What is the best way for you to live your life?” 

As a Christian, I am hoping that you would declare, in very convincing fashion, 

  “The best way for me to live my life, 

      to live a meaningful life, a good life, a happy life, 

        is to be a follower of Jesus Christ.” 

 

And if I were to ask you, “How has this worked out for you?” 

  “Has following Jesus actually been the best way for you to live your life?” 

I am hoping that our answers would go something like this: 

  “Jesus taught love.  When I love others, I know deep down that I’m doing the right thing.” 

  “Jesus gave everything.  When I’m generous, I have true joy in my heart.” 

  “Jesus put others people ahead of himself.   

      When I put the welfare of others ahead of me, it always works out.” 

  “Jesus sacrificed.  When I sacrifice for my family, when I sacrifice for a friend, 

      it may be hard, but I have real peace.” 

 

My friends, our belief in Jesus and our Catholic faith  

  is not just another philosophy, not just another approach toward life. 

It is not another way; it is the way, the best way. 

It is the best way to live a good life, a meaningful life, a happy life. 

The Catholic way of being Christian is the best way to live. 
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This belief has consequences. 

If you and I have wonderful relationship with Jesus, 

  and if Jesus has made all the difference in the world to you and me; 

  and if his gospel has been the pathway to right living; 

  and if his Church and his sacraments have given us the spiritual nourishment 

    and special graces we need to carry on day by day; 

  and if our Catholic faith is truly a treasure to us, 

  if there is someone in our life that we truly love or care about, 

    we would naturally want to share this incredible treasure with them. 

 

Matthew Kelly has great insight on this. 

So ask yourself, “Is there someone that I really love or care about?” 

Matthew Kelly says, “Evangelization is the ultimate form of love of neighbor” (p. 159). 

What greater gift could we give to the person we love 

  than to help that person discover the best way to live? 

 

This isn’t just Matthew Kelly’s opinion. 

  The Catholic Church passes the time test:  2000 years. 

  It passes the truth test:   

    St. Thomas Aquinas, schools, universities, research, leaning, libraries. 

  It passes the goodness and mercy test:   

    Mother Theresa, St. Vincent de Paul, orphanages and hospitals. 

  It passes the beauty test:  musicians, painters, sculptors, museums. 

For person after person, one generation after another, 

  Jesus and his Gospel have proven to be the best way to live. 

 

So as your and my faith in Jesus becomes stronger and deeper, 

  we cannot contain it. 

We naturally want to share it with others. 

We don’t have to go on some big crusade. 

We don’t have to go someplace and be missionary. 

 

Evangelization starts with being a good friend (p. 172-173). 

  A genuine friendship puts the other person first. 

  A genuine friendship wants what is best for the other person. 

  And if Jesus and the gospel are the best way to live, 

    eventually it will come up in the conversation. 

 

A second way that evangelization works is through generosity. 

  When we share out time, talent, and treasure for the benefit of someone, 

    the person comes to know that we really care. 

  When we have compassion for people, when we serve people, 

    and when we do so joyfully, sincerely,  

    when we give without expectations, without wanting something back, 

    people are attracted to generosity (p. 173), 

    which opens to the door to Jesus and his gospel. 
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Finally, everyone has questions (173-174). 

  We have questions about our own faith. 

  Others have questions about what we believe. 

  If we are going to evangelize, and do so respectfully, 

    we will welcome their questions and look for answers together. 

 

Everyone is an evangelist about something. 

  Some people are very passionate about explaining their iPhone. 

  Others are very passionate about explaining all of the features on their new car. 

  This weekend people are very passionate about sharing their thoughts about the Vikings. 

 

Here is a reflection question for us: 

  “How passionate are we about speaking about our faith?” 

 

Jesus and his gospel provide the best way to live one’s life 

  and it is an act of love to share this Good News with others. 


