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PENTECOST 
Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1,24,29-30,31,34; Gal 5:16-25; Jn 20:19-23 

 

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – DYNAMIC! 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, May 19, 2018, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, May 20, 2018, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Pentecost is a hot topic. 

How hot is it? 

It’s red hot! 

It is explosive! 

 

The original apostles, 

  sometimes there were a bunch of numbskulls, 

    a bunch of spiritual deadbeats (see Mt 8:26; 14:31; 17:20). 

Jesus wanted those guys to catch on fire (see Lk 12:49). 

It was like throwing a match on a pile of soggy leaves. 

 

The apostles often didn’t understand the parables (Mt 13:10,18). 

They were fighting among themselves over who was most important (Mk 10:35-45). 

They fled when Jesus was arrested (Mt 26:56b; Mk 14:50). 

Not a single one of them stood up for Jesus at his trial. 

They hid themselves in the upper room during his crucifixion (see Jn 20:19). 

They were second-guessing if they had wasted the last three years (see Mt 28:16a; Lk 24:13). 

 

If those apostles were light bulbs, 

  they would probably be about 30 Watts. 

If we were to take their temperature, 

  they probably were running low, 

    maybe 96 or so. 

They would feel cool to the touch. 

They probably looked pale. 

They were acting sluggish, 

  no fire, no zip. 

 

So Jesus rose from the dead, 

  and appeared to his apostles before he ascended to heaven (Acts 1:4). 

The apostles still just did not get it. 

Imagine, after Jesus had explained that his kingdom is not of this world (Jn 18:36), 

  that he is not a military general, that he is not a fighter (see Mt 5:44), 

  that he didn’t come to liberate Israel from the Romans. 

    He came to liberate people from their sins (e.g., Lk 8:48; 15:5,8,20; 19:5; 23:34,43). 

Did any of this sink into the apostles’ heads? 

How dense are they guys? 
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So Jesus appeared to the Eleven,  

  and as a group, this is what they asked him: 

  “Are you at this time going to restore the kingdom of Israel?” (Acts 1:6). 

Their question means, 

  “Are you going to make Israel a free country again?” 

  “Are you going to give us political independence?” 

 

If Jesus was going to give these guys a letter grade,  

  they were below average. 

If C is average, the best grade that Jesus could possibly give them would be a C–, 

  and that would be generous. 

Really, their grade should be a D. 

  It was well below what Jesus expected. 

  Their comprehension was terrible. 

  The elevator did not go all the way to the top floor. 

  They truly were a good number of bricks shy of a full load. 

 

After all that Jesus had taught them over the past three years, 

  he must have felt very exasperated. 

My dad had a saying about things that were really aggravating, 

  “It’s enough to make a preacher swear.” 

Jesus, the Preacher, didn’t fly off the handle. 

  Jesus demonstrated incredible patience. 

 

Jesus did not give up. 

Jesus had to light a fire under these guys, 

  and he had a foolproof plan. 

So the last thing that Jesus told his apostles before he ascended to heaven was, 

  “Stay put here in Jerusalem.   

    Don’t you be going anywhere. 

    Something big is about to happen. 

    You will receive power when the holy Spirit comes upon you” (paraphrase, Acts 1:8). 

 

Power. 

That’s what you get from the Holy Spirit (see also Lk 1:35; 4:14; 24:49b). 

The Greek word that Jesus used for power is dynamis. 

Dynamis. 

It is the root for the English word dynamite. 

Dynamite creates a powerful explosion. 

The Holy Spirit is power. 

The Holy Spirit is a game changer. 

Disciples who were D students went straight onto the honor roll. 

Disciples who were sluggish were totally energized. 

Disciples who were pale suddenly had rosy cheeks. 

Disciples who were lukewarm turned red hot. 
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After the tongues of fire settled on those apostles (Acts 2:3-4), 

    after they received the power, the dynamite, 

  disciples who had been in hiding went public, 

  disciples who were preoccupied with themselves shifted their focus to others, 

  disciples who were afraid to speak up proclaimed Jesus from the rooftops, 

  disciples who were homebodies went to foreign countries on missionary journeys, 

  disciples who played it safe took huge risks, 

  disciples who were afraid to die were prepared to lay down their lives for Jesus, and 

  disciples who were deadbeats became spiritual dynamos. 

They were dynamic, on fire for Jesus, red hot in their love for the Lord. 

 

Matthew Kelly understands the transformation that took place in those apostles. 

That’s why he named his book The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic. 

Kelly used the word “dynamic” on purpose. 

To be a dynamic Catholic is about power, 

  dynamite power, explosive power, 

  transformative power, power that energizes, 

  power that changes everything, 

  power that comes from the Holy Spirit. 

 

Several years ago our Pastoral Council looked over our parish and observed, 

  “Things are going OK.” 

Except, we have said over and over again, “OK is not OK.” 

Jesus loves us the way that we are, 

  but Jesus is constantly calling us to conversion. 

Wherever we are, Jesus wants more from us. 

 

There are many times that our performance is not outstanding. 

There are times that we get in a rut, that we are sluggish. 

There are times that we don’t generate very much heat. 

Jesus wants to light a fire under us. 

 

Four wonderful people on the Pastoral Council, 

  Teresa Wertz, Jonell Cella, Shelly Dau, and Art Kearney, 

  devised a spiritual campaign for us, Ignite Your Faith, 

    because Jesus wants every one of us to be dynamic. 

This is truly a hot topic. 

The goal is for every one of us to be on fire for the Lord, 

  maybe even to be dynamite, to explode in goodness and virtue. 

 

We’ve been on this journey for two years. 

For six months each, we’ve reflected on the four signs of dynamis, of power. 

  There is power in prayer. 

  There is power in study. 

  There is power in generosity. 

  There is power in sharing our faith. 
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It takes the power of the Holy Spirit to do these things, 

  and the Holy Spirit gives us the power to carry on. 

 

Today is the final day of Ignite Your Faith. 

 

It is obvious that our parish has made much spiritual progress, 

  but we have not arrived. 

Even though Ignite Your Faith is coming to a close, 

  we need to continue to pray, study, be generous, and share our faith. 

We need to do this individually, 

  and we need to do it as a parish community, too. 

Our parish leadership and staff will be exploring more ways, new ways, 

  to take our flame of faith, 

  and make it higher, hotter, and brighter. 

 

The feast of Pentecost is an ideal time for us 

  to celebrate this major spiritual milestone. 

 

On the first weekend of Ignite Your Faith, 

  we blessed fire, as we do at the Easter Vigil, 

  and we distributed the fire, we lit candles, 

  as a public witness to our commitment to grow in our faith, 

    to be dynamic Catholics. 

And, what we did to begin Ignite Your Faith, 

  is what we will do to finish it. 

 

We are going to light a fire and bless it. 

Then, the fire will be distributed to each of you to light your candles. 

And with everyone holding their lit candles, 

  we will offer a prayer, 

  as our promise to make headway as dynamic Catholics, 

  to recommit, to be spiritual dynamos, powered up, 

    on fire for our Lord Jesus Christ. 


