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We were blessed to have Archbishop Bernard Hebda preside at our 100 Year Closing 

Mass where he also blessed the new statue and reliquary of Saint Bartholomew. 

Inside you’ll see how we closed out our celebration in grand style! 
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F ollowing the 10:30 am Mass, hundreds of parishioners gathered under the big tent in the parking lot and enjoyed food truck fare 
from Rusty Taco, Little G’s Pizza and Wayzata’s very own McCormick’s Beachside.  Nothing Bundt Cakes and Ben & Jerry’s provid-

ed dessert.  Parishioners also enjoyed the beer and wine garden while listening and dancing to live music performed by Power Tap.  
Children delighted in face painting, a balloon artist and crazy hair, while Matt Dunn the Magician entertained children and adults alike.  
Many parishioners also took advantage of a picture with Saint Bartholomew “on a stick” in the 100 number photo booth.  

 

A special thank you to the hard working Centennial  
Social Squad who dedicated many many hours to  
the planning, coordinating and execution of all the  
wonderful events, held from December 2016—
September 2017, which made our 100 Year  
Celebration so special. Pictured left to right: Jodene 
Marquis, Janet Sparkman, Mary Beth Viers, Gail  
Parker, Shelly Dau, Paula Heppelmann, Sheila Adams 
and Jane Bohnett.  Not pictured:  Kim Cassens   

FEAST OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISH PICNIC 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 

100
TH

 ANNIVERSARY HYMN AND CHORAL FESTIVAL 
SEPTEMBER 22 

T his hymn and choral festival featured hymns and choral music which 
had become touchstones of the various liturgical seasons at St. 

Bart’s.  Also participating in the hymn festival were Fr. Mike Van Sloun, 
Deacon Rick Witucki, former pastor Fr. Michael Reding, and  Fr. Michael 
Joncas.  Making the festival extra special, two hymns, newly-composed  
by Fr. Joncas to mark our100th anniversary year, were performed.  

Hundreds enjoyed the beautiful hymn festival. Richard Clarke and  
Fr. Michael Joncas. 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW CLOSING MASS & BLESSING OF  
THE ST. BARTHOLOMEW STATUE AND RELIQUARY 
SEPTEMBER 24 

O ur anniversary celebration culminated in grand fashion with 
the 100th Anniversary Mass at 10:30 a.m. on September 24 

when Archbishop Bernard Hebda served as presider and homilist. 
The timing was quite fitting as it was 100 years ago to the weekend 
that the parishioners of St. Bartholomew celebrated the blessing  
of the original church.  Immediately following the Mass several  
hundred parishioners enjoyed a delicious brunch reception and a 
great deal of  fellowship and reminiscing.  

Deacon Rick Witucki, Archbishop Bernard Hebda  
and Fr. Mike Van Sloun. 

Archbishop Hebda blesses the new 
statue and relic of Saint Bartholomew, 

our patron saint. 

Fellowship Hall was packed as parishioners 
enjoyed the celebration brunch. 

Archbishop Hebda greeted parishioners of all 
ages after the 100 Year Closing Mass. 

Ed Albers, Carol Link, 
Fr. Mike Van Sloun  
and Mary and John 
Lindquist. 

O ne hundred parishioners took a step back in time on September 29 
at this historic event hosted at the home of parishioners Bill and 

Teri Popp. Not only was this evening a wonderful time for all, but it also 
raised critical funds for our parish as one of the Glorious Gathering auction 
items from the 2017 Images of Spring Dinner Auction.  Special guests at 
the dinner included Fr. Mike Van Sloun and Archbishop Bernard Hebda. 

Sylvan Pineault, LeeAnn Heidt, Aubrey Wock 
and Lynette Pineault. 

100 YEAR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION DINNER 
SEPTEMBER 29 

Jerry and Nancy 
Torrison raise their  

glasses to a great 
evening. 

A special thank you to Dave Nelson and Rocky Funk for sharing their time and photography  
talents to capture all these wonderful moments from our 100 Year celebrations. 
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H 
ere at St. Bart’s, 
many of us give 
generously with 

our time, talents, and 
treasures. When surveyed, 
our parish ranked 
“generosity” as the high-
est trait we put into action 
as active Catholics. But as 
with everything in this life, 
the goal is not “to arrive” 
and somehow accomplish the act of generosity, but to surren-
der our whole lives and do the will of our Lord Jesus. Our par-
ish was blessed to welcome the author of Ignite Your Gener-
osity, Chris McDaniel, who spoke at all the Masses and gave 
an in-depth presentation to a group of interested parishioners 
in early October. Chris reminded us that at the heart of this 
life-changing topic, one thing is clear, everything in this life is a 
gift from God and how we use these gifts is a direct reflection 
of our relationship with our Lord.   
 
Chris challenges us to put the missing piece of the puzzle in its 
place and see what happens. What is the missing piece, you 

ask? It is not about us and what we want, what we have, or 
all our accomplishments.  Rather, it is seeking God’s will for 
our lives, which includes how we use the gifts and treasures 
He has blessed us with. By praying, listening to the Holy  
Spirit, and planning to make giving intentional, we can make 
God’s will our will. But there are so many ways to give.  How 
do I know what is a priority?  How can I know I’m doing God’s 
will by giving? 
 
One way God lays it out for us is in these three types of 
needs: 
 

1.) Care for our family (1 Tim. 5-8) 
 
2.) Help those in need (Proverbs 19:17, Gal. 7:9-10) 
 
3.) Support the work of the Gospel (1 Tim. 5: 17-18,  
Matt. 28:19) 

 
By courageously trusting God and giving RADICALLY, you too 
can bring the love and Gospel of our Lord to everyone you 
meet.  

The Missing Link 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH GENEROSITY 

By Victoria Siedlecki  

By courageously trusting God and giving RADICALLY,  

you too can bring the love and Gospel of our Lord  

to everyone you meet.  
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G 
enerosity is a word 
that gets tossed 
about a lot. But, 

what does it really mean? 
For many of us, we think of 
generosity as giving of our 
time, talent, and treasure. 
But, it’s more than 
that...generosity is a lifestyle. 
Matthew Kelly challenges us 
to become more generous. 
He also tells us that growing 
in generosity must be inten-
tional. Life is busy and dis-
tracting. We are pulled in so many different directions, and 
unless we make greater generosity a priority, it will not hap-
pen. In many ways generosity is the external proof that the 
Gospel has taken root in our heart. It is a lie to say that we 

love God if we do not love our neighbor, 
and generosity is at the core of that love 
for neighbor. Time and time again we are 
called to give something up, but only so 
that we can become more perfectly who 
God created us to be. It is by giving that 
we receive, and even more so, it is by 
giving that we become. Take this phase to 
heart, take time to pray, and see how 
God is calling you to approach generosity. 
Matthew Kelly says that, “We cannot do 
everything, but that doesn’t mean we 
should do nothing. We cannot save every-
one, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 

save some. Don’t let what you cannot do interfere with 
what you can do. And what we can do, all of us, is make small 
sacrifices, and simplify our lives in some small ways so that 
others may simply live.”  

Generosity is a Lifestyle 
Are You Up for the Challenge? 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

GENEROSITY BOOK  

DISCUSSION  

Monday, November 6 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Dr. Tod Worner will once again  
lead a robust book discussion on the Four Signs of a 
Dynamic Catholic, focusing this time on Generosity, 
Chapter 4 (pages 107-140).  

TALKING GENEROSITY 

WITH DEACON RICK 

Monday, November 20 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Join Deacon Rick Witucki who will 
share his reflections on generosity. 

Are you ready to take your generosity to the next level?  
St. Bart’s 8-week Generosity Challenge began the weekend of 
October 28/29! Get ready to up the generosity ante!  
 
Here’s how it works. At all Masses the last weekend in Octo-
ber, parishioners had the opportunity to receive a challenge 
booklet that follows each of the 8 weeks with a different 
focus of giving (family, work, time, money, etc.). At the start 
of each week you will strive to complete at least one of the 
recommended ways of giving (or do something you choose) 
and record it in the booklet. At the end of the week, bring 
your ticket from your booklet and drop it in the designated 
container at church and watch how, week after week, our 
generosity grows. This is a wonderful way to invite your fami-
ly, co-workers, and friends to give alongside you, growing and 
challenging others to live a more generous life! 
 

“Christ has no body now but yours, no hands, 
no feet on earth but yours.”  

                                                       St. Teresa of Avila 

 

Learn more at st-barts.org/ignite-your-faith-generosity. 
 



By Jodene Marquis 

 

Coffee and Donuts - Won’t You Join Us?  

My  husband David and I have 
been parishioners at St. 

Bart’s for almost 20 years.  We have 
been involved in many ministries over 
the years, but our very first volunteer 
assignment was hospitality…or coffee 
and donuts, as it’s most affectionately 
known.  My kids were three and five 
when we started, so volunteering at 
the church wasn’t something we 
thought we could do, especially some-
thing we could do with them.  Then 
one Sunday there was an ad in the 
bulletin asking for hospitality volun-
teers and my mother-in-law leaned over and said we should 
do this and they would do it with us.  I said okay and little did I 
know what a great ministry this is!   

Our kids were able to come with us and at first they weren’t 
as much help as they are now, but this was something we 
were able to do as a family.  Not only did it teach our kids how 
important it is to serve the church, but we were able to meet 
and greet many of the parishioners and with this extra time 
we were able to get to know many of them.   

I think most of us are looking for a way to connect with this 
fabulous St. Bart’s community and it still warms my heart 
when I see the kids running around in the Fellowship Hall with 

powdered sugared faces and people 
stopping to pause and talk over an-
other cup of coffee.  It has been said 
that hospitality is a key component 
for our parish community not be-
cause of the food consumed but 
because of the words shared. It is 
an opportunity to meet fellow pa-
rishioners, visitors and those inter-
ested in joining our community in a 
warm and informal setting. 

So next time you are leaving Mass…
stop in to the Fellowship Hall and 

share a donut hole and a cup of coffee.  You never know how 
it will add to your St. Bart’s experience.   
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Would you like to serve the parish by offering hospitality to 
those attending the weekend liturgies? The commitment is 
minimal; a quick set up before Mass, serving coffee and juice 
and an equally quick clean-up as things wind down.  We are 
looking for individuals, families and friend groups to host a 
Mass once every 2- 3 months.  The commitment is little, the 
rewards huge.  We’d really like to hear from you.  Please 
reach out to Jodene Marquis, jodenemarquis@gmail.com, 
or phone (612)599-0877.  You will be surprised at how much 
fun you’ll have. 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT 

CENTENNIAL! 

A celebration 100 years in the making and that spanned from December 

2016—September 2017 took a team of many.  While there are too many  

volunteers who had their hands in the centennial celebrations to list them all, 

we would like to acknowledge and give special thanks to the following dedi-

cated volunteers of the overall Centennial Steering Committee and the staff 

who devoted hundreds of hours over the course of two years to make this a 

celebration truly worthy of 100 years: 

Mary Caswell, Dan Delmore, Martha Franco, Lee Glover, Michelle Letendre, 

Dave Obermiller, Bob Poorman, Liz Thornton, the Centennial Social Squad 

(Jodene Marquis, Janet Sparkman, Mary Beth Viers, Gail Parker, Shelly Dau, 

Paula Heppelmann, Sheila Adams, Jane Bohnett and Kim Cassens), Fr. Mike 

Van Sloun, Kathy Salman, Director of Communications, Richard Clarke,  

Director of Liturgy & Music, Marion Clark, Parish Administrator.  And a  

special, special thank you to Kari Younes, former Director of Community Life, 

who headed up the Centennial Steering Committee for more than 18 months. 

mailto:jodenemarquis@gmail.com


7 

By Richard Clarke 

 

Christmas 2017 at St. Bart’s…you will need a scorecard! 

Every several years, the liturgical calendar throws us a curve – and 2017 is one of those years.  In addition, 
we are expanding our schedule on Christmas Eve to accommodate the large crowds we have experienced 
at 4:00 p.m.  This year, the Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve fall on the SAME day.  Sunday 
morning will be the Fourth Sunday of Advent and Sunday afternoon/evening will be Christmas Eve. 

Here is the Mass Schedule: 

Fourth Sunday of Advent—December 23-24 
Saturday, December 23                5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, December 24                   9:30 a.m.   

Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 24                   3:00 p.m.  
                                                          5:00 p.m.  
                                              10:00 p.m.  

Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25               10:30 a.m.  

Here is the remainder of the holiday Mass Schedule. 

Feast of the Holy Family—December 30-31 
Saturday, December 30               5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, December 31                  8:30 and 10:30 a.m.  

Mary Mother of God, January 1, 2018 
Monday, January 1                     10:30 a.m.  

A Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Friday, December 15      7:00 p.m. 
20th Anniversary Edition 

This year marks the 20th Anniversary of A Festival of Lessons and Carols.   
Fr. Mike Joncas will join us again as our homilist for this traditional service.   
Because Christmas Eve and Christmas Day land on a Sunday and Monday this  
year, our Festival of Lessons and Carols is scheduled a bit early this year – but 
make plans now to join us – and bring your friends and family as well! 

THANKSGIVING 

DAY MASS 

November 23 

9:00 A.M. 

Visit our website, st-barts.org for 

upcoming liturgy schedules, 

events, volunteer opportunities 

and more! 



St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community 

630 E. Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, MN  55391 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

REFLECTIONS is a publication of  
St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community,  
630 E. Wayzata Blvd., Wayzata, MN  55391 
Phone: 952/473-6601, Fax:  952/473-0980 
School Phone:  952/473-6189 
Email: stbarts@st-barts.org.  Website:  www.st-barts.org 
Pastor: Fr. Mike Van Sloun 
 
REFLECTIONS MISSION:  To reflect parish life through writings 
which educate, inform and inspire the actions and teachings 
 of our Catholic community. 

Comments/suggestions are welcome. 
Communications Director:  Kathleen Salman, ksalman@st-barts.org 


