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Today’s Gospel is significant as it tells us of the Ultimate Encounter between Good and Evil.  Jesus has 

gone into the desert to fast and prepare for his public ministry.  Satan tempts Him when He is at His 

weakest.  He attacks Him through the flesh; telling Him to turn the stones into bread to satisfy His 

hunger.  He attacks Him through the ego; telling Him to throw himself from the roof of the temple 

because God will surely send His angels to save Him lest he dash His foot against a stone.  Finally, he 

attacks Him with the promise of power; telling Jesus he will give Him all the kingdoms of the earth if 

Jesus bows and worships him.  Jesus rebukes Satan and is victorious, just as he will be victorious on 

Good Friday and at the End of Days.  The Gospel teaches us that there is evil in the world, that Jesus is 

the good that defeats evil and that, through Jesus Christ, we can also defeat evil. 

 

There is evil in the world.  We experienced it last Wednesday when a shooter attacked the children and 

staff of Marjery Stoneman Douglas High School.   Such irony that this occurred on Saint Valentine’s Day; 

a day on which we give others expressions of love rather than hatred.  Such irony that this occurred on 

Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent; the day we are encouraged to turn away from evil and be true to 

the Gospel.  Even the name of the shooter is an irony.  Nikolas Cruz.  Nikolas, like the patron saint of 

children.  Cruz, the Spanish word for Cross.   Confronted by such violent evil, we are angry and afraid.  

We feel powerless and we struggle to feel that we can have control over such violence.  Politicians and 

pundits debate; friends and enemies argue and disagree over what is the answer to this problem.   

 

I wonder about Nikolas Cruz.  What caused him to embrace such evil?  Had he experienced abuse in his 

own young life?  Does he have some sort of deficiencies that affects his ability to distinguish right from 

wrong?  Was it his relationship with a white supremacist group or unresolved grief from his adoptive 

mother’s death last November?  Nikolas Cruz told the police that demons told him to kill those people.  

Is this a defense against the death penalty or a sign of mental illness?  Is it an indication of something 

much more sinister and dark?  

 

There are people that believe the world is becoming more evil.  But, there has always been evil in the 

world.  It’s just that evil has gotten more technological and violence has become easier to perform.  But, 

evil has always been part of our human condition.  For Lent, I have given up a few things like many of 

you have.  But, I thought it might be good to do something additive, so I decided to read the Bible 

instead of fiction; beginning with Genesis and ending with Revelations.   I finished Genesis the other 

night.  I read of Cain killing his brother Abel; of Jacob stealing his brother Esau’s birthright and blessing 

and of Joseph’s brothers selling him into slavery.  It made me think it might have been better to be an 

only child in those days!   There were stories of humanity’s weakness before the Flood; of humanity’s 

arrogance in building the Tower of Babel.  The wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah, who dared to plan 



the abuse of God’s own angels!  I am so glad I am moving into Exodus now.  I figure Moses and the 

Israelites cannot get into too much trouble in Egypt, right? 

 

 

There has been evil throughout our history.  In this century, there were the events of September 11, 

2001.  During the twentieth century, we had two world wars, the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust 

and the assassinations of several good people.  The century before, we had the Civil War and the 

enslavement of Africans, as well as the attacks against the indigenous people of this land.  Look at 

Europe’s history and see all the bloody wars; the violence between the Protestants and the Catholics.  

Since the beginning of time, there has been such evil. 

 

So what do we do? 

 

The great physicist, Albert Einstein, said “The world is a dangerous place.  Not because of those who do 

evil, but because of those who look on and do nothing. 

 

So what do we do? 

 

Last Wednesday at Stoneman Douglas High School, some people did do something.  One person in 

particular caught my attention.  Aaron Feis.  He was an assistant football coach and security guard at the 

school.  Aaron Feis was a big, broad, bald, bearded man.  What’s not to love?  He was an offensive line 

coach and his players described him as a tough coach who made them do fifty ups and downs if the 

messed up a play.  His players also said that he never berated or made them feel like they were bad.  

Instead, he encouraged them and taught them the right way to do things.  Coach Feis once told his 

coach that coaching was a great opportunity to instruct and guide young people.  Aaron Feis used a golf 

cart to patrol the grounds of the large high school campus.  He greeted students and faculty with smiles; 

asking them how they were doing and encouraging them.  Everyone loved him, describing him as a big 

lovable teddy bear. 

 

On Wednesday, Aaron was talking to the head football coach when they heard popping noises.  The 

head coach thought they might be firecrackers going off.  Aaron Feis looked at his coach and said “Those 

aren’t firecracker.”  And then he headed towards the popping noise.  Teenage eyewitnesses reported 

that Aaron Feis found Nikolas Cruz pointing his gun at some teenage girls.  Aaron Feis interposed his 

body between the gunman and his would be victims; shielding the girls from harm.  He was shot and the 

girls were unharmed.  He died a few hours later, leaving behind a wife and a baby daughter.   

 



There have been many tributes and praise made about this man, but my favorite is a cartoon drawn by a 

Canadian cartoonist.  It shows big, bald, beautiful Aaron Feis entering Heaven with a smiling little girl 

tugging his hand and leading him towards a group of children and teenagers.  The girl is saying “Come 

with me, Mister Feis.  There are a lot of people here who want to meet you.” 

 

My brothers and sisters, Aaron Feis is a hero.  He is a martyr.  He is a saint.  As Nikolas Cruz was an 

evangelizer of evil, Aaron Feis was an evangelizer of Good.  The deeds of his life; his kindness, his love, 

his sacrifice, will make ripples in the lives of many people.  I pray that you are never put to such a test as 

he was, but if you are, I pray you have courage in the face of fear.  That you battle cruelty with kindness; 

hatred with love.  Never forget that your life does make a difference; that your love makes ripples in a 

world that can stagnate with indifference.  Who knows?  Maybe the right kindness at the right time in 

Nikolas Cruz’ life may have made all the difference for that broken soul. 

 

Be the change that changes the world.  When you go from this place, go in peace and glorify God with 

your lives. 

 

Amen. 


