
 

DON’T MISS THE MUST-ATTEND EVENT OF THE YEAR!   
More than just the largest fundraiser for our church and school,  

IMAGES OF SPRING provides a wonderful opportunity for our  

community to celebrate our common vision and to raise critical funds  

for the continued growth and success of our parish.   

The evening includes live and silent auctions, games, dinner, fellowship and more.    

SAVE THE DATE AND LOOK FOR MORE DETAILS AND REGISTRATION SOON! 

MAY 5, 2018  
MAR R IOT T  W EST  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
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I n January we began the next phase of our  
journey to become more dynamic Catholics with 
the fourth sign:  Evangelization.  For many of us, 
the term alone strikes either fear or some other 

negative connotation.  However, evangelization is actual-
ly exciting and is imperative to our future, as a Church 
and as a people.  

Jesus’ answer to how the best way to live was: “Love  
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind…and love your neighbor as  
yourself.”  (Matthew 26: 37-39) 

God wants to “win” you with his love and wisdom; God 
wants to build you up spiritually so that you have the 
knowledge and habits to live in his love and walk in his 
ways; and God wants to send you out into the world to 
share his love with others.  Matthew Kelly refers to this 
as Win. Build. Send.  

God wants to “build” in you a dynamic spirituality.  He 
wants our parishes to help people of all ages build a  
spiritual life so that through our daily lives and routines, 
He can build and refine us in his image.  It is not enough 
for us to hope that this happens.  We need process and 
intentionality.  Those are two of the key ingredients of 
effective evangelization.   

Evangelization, like every sign, takes both time and  
commitment.  According to the research, among highly 

By the Ignite Your Faith Team 

Members of the Ignite Your Faith team are a wonderful example of evangelization in action.   
 

If every member of our parish did one thing  
each week to share the faith with others,  

how different would St. Bart’s be a year from now? 

engaged Catholics, Evangelization is the weakest link in 
the chain.  This is our challenge!   

We are called to evangelize.  The bad news is that we, as 
Catholics are not doing a very good job of evangelizing in 
the society we live in today.  The good news is that we 
have never really tried.  The only option we have is to 
improve.  

Evangelization is to the church what breathing is to  
a person, according to Kelly.  If we stop doing it for  
long enough, we will die.  We exist to evangelize.   
It is necessary to keep our Church and our faith alive 
and moving vibrantly into the future.  Let’s try to do 
one thing each week to share the faith with someone 
who crosses our path.   Share a book you’ve read about 
faith.  Pass along an online daily reflection that you 
receive.  Invite someone to one of our events.  Offer  
a Catholic perspective in a conversation.   

If every member of our parish did one thing each week 
to share the faith with others, how different would St. 
Bart’s be a year from now?  Or, taking it to another 
level, if every Catholic in America did just one small act 
of evangelization each week, how could the Church 
grow in the next ten years?  Little by little, we can have 
an enormous impact.  The road to success is taking one 
small step at a time! 

 

EVANGELIZATION   
Together, We Can Make a Huge Impact  
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OUR GENEROSITY GROWS! 

 

T 
hank you to everyone who participated in the post-assessment survey for our Generosity phase.  As a faith  
community, the average self-assessment score for Generosity increased from the initial 6.05% to 6.53%, which  
is a nice increase, given that Generosity was already the highest self-rated attribute of the Four Signs of a Dynamic 
Catholic for our members.  The insightful comments and examples of generosity demonstrated during this Phase  

of Ignite Your Faith by our members were incredible.  Here are some examples: 

 Gave a generous donation to Interfaith Outreach despite my husband not working. 

 It created an awareness of the very posture of being a generous heart which is always a first step to action. 

 We try to follow the example and priorities at church in our daily life and hearing about Ignite Your Faith at Mass 
helped us to increase our generosity. 

 Made cookies for people in my cul-de-sac; it made me feel good and I want to do it again. 

 The speaker really hit my heart; he gave a different approach of convincing people to be generous. 

 I get extra cash each time I buy groceries and immediately put it into envelope to mail to charity.  

Overwhelming, the comments submitted indicated that the greatest outcome of the Generosity phase of Ignite Your Faith 
was an increased awareness – about the need for generosity, ideas and actionable ways to be generous, the personal and 
community benefits of being more generous – and the impact of just keeping it top of mind on a regular basis.  Thank you  
to all who participated and continue to make a significant difference in your families, workplaces, communities and beyond. 

 

EVANGELIZATION EVENTS 

Sunday, February 25, 7:00 PM 

Evangelization: Living and  

Sharing the Good News 

Fr. Michael Joncas 

Feb. 26 — April 9 

Mondays, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

CATHOLICISM: The New Evangelization 

7-Week Series, $30 

Month of April 

4-week Evangelization Challenge 

Look for more details soon! 

Monday, April 23, 7:00 - 8:15 PM 

Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic 

Book Discussion on Evangelization  

Dr. Tod Worner 

W hat is the goal of evangelization?  Is it to fill the pews,  
create more volunteers or committee members? According 

to Dr. Christian Washburn, who spoke to an eager crowd of parish-
ioners in early January, the answer is no. Rather, the goal of evange-
lization is to make disciples--followers of Christ.  At this Ignite Your 
Faith speaker series evening, Washburn, who is a leading archdioce-
san expert on evangelization and interreligious affairs, shared how to 
become a disciple. 

6 STEPS TO BE A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST 

1.  Foster a personal relationship with Jesus. 

2.  Be mindful that although we are friends to Jesus, he is still 
above us and we are subordinate to him. 

3.  Embrace the cross. 

4.  Renounce all things to Christ. 

5.  Accept Christ's truth (ex. Luke 10:27, Romans 12:1) 

6.  Be “fishers of men.” Disciples make other disciples.  

Learn more at st-barts.org/ignite-your-faith-evangelization 

By  Victoria Siedlecki 

6 STEPS TO BE A  
DISCIPLE OF CHRIST 

By  Jonell Cella 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in  
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

 



SECURING ST. BART’S FUTURE AS A VIBRANT, 

GROWING FAITH COMMUNITY 

B uilding off the Ignite Your Faith initiative,  
we are undertaking the development of a 
strategic plan to create a sustainable, long-
term plan for continued spiritual growth for 
all members of the St Bart’s community. 

The strategic plan will define the spiritual destination to 
which we, the members of this parish community, can 
fully commit ourselves through inviting a deeper level of 
individual engagement and connection to St Bart’s. As a 
welcoming, growing Catholic community, we want to  
further develop our relationships with both existing and 
new parishioners to provide more effective ministries, 
both now, and in the future. 

In November and December St. Bartholomew parishioners 
provided feedback about their spiritual needs through 
surveys, one-on-one phone interviews, and focus 
groups.  Thank you for your participation – the response 
was great.   

 800 + surveys were received. 

 40+ one-on-one interviews were completed. 

 7 focus groups were conducted. 

 The strategic planning team met in early January to  
analyze the information gathered and begin developing 
the strategic plan.  Some common themes and messages 
received involved: 

 Community engagement 

 Bible study and other faith formation 

 Prayer and Mass 

 Hospitality and social engagement 

First steps for the strategic planning team were to revisit 
the Values, Vision, and Mission of the parish.  Great  
progress was made on these because of your feed-
back.  They are being finalized and will be publicized soon.   

Next steps will include defining 4-5 distinct goals to guide 
and focus our efforts. Then, specific action plans will be 
developed for each individual goal to further our spiritual 
journey over the next five plus years. 

Your participation at each phase of the plan is crucial. 
Keep an eye on the bulletin and website for opportunities 
to participate.  We are blessed to belong to this great faith 
community. Thank you for your support and participation 
as we strive to secure St. Bart’s future as a vibrant,  
growing faith community. 

By Graeme Braithwaite  

 

STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE 4 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

GET ENGAGED.  STAY CONNECTED. 

PARISH E-NEWS 
 

Receive our semi-monthly 
(monthly in the summer) parish  
e-newsletter, which provides a 
quick glimpse of upcoming events 
and happenings in our St. Bart’s 
community .  Sign up on our  
website, st-barts.org/parish-life. 

FACEBOOK 
 

Be sure to follow the parish at  
St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith 
Community at https://
www.facebook.com/
stbartholomewcatholicfaithcom-
munity 

WEBSITE 
www.st-barts.org 

Our mobile-friendly website  
provides  a wealth of information 
about parish events, volunteer 
opportunities, faith formation 
programs, sacraments, care and 
much more.  Check out the Parish 
Life page, which provides links  
to Events, Serve (our volunteer 
interest hub), important news 
and more. 

And don’t forget to check out the bulletin and digital display monitors in the gathering space.   

Questions? Please contact Kathy Salman, Director of Communications, ksalman@st-barts.org, 952-473-6601. 

MAY 5, 2018  

 

1. DONATE AN ITEM for the auctions.   

Vacation homes, event tickets, gift cards, 

wine, group gatherings, gift baskets, and 

 jewelry are just a few of the items we are 

seeking for the auctions. 

2. VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME to support the 

event.  Join the committee for the next three 

months or volunteer a few hours the day of 

the event.  It’s a great way to meet new  

people and give back to St. Bart’s. 

3. MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR MAY 5 

  and plan to attend the event!   

To get involved or to donate to the  

auctions, contact Jeannie Judge,  

Director of Stewardship and Development 

 at jjudge@st-barts.org or 952-473-6601. 

THREE WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT 

 IMAGES OF SPRING 

mailto:jjudge@stbarts.org


 
 

6 ST. BARTHOLOMEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR PARISH SCHOOL STUDENTS,  

THE ST. BART'S BULLDOGS! 

They represented our entire school exceptionally well at Masses to kick off  
Catholic School Week in late January.  Students have fun serving others,  
whether raking leaves, tossing socks, writing Valentine’s to their friends  

at Folkstone, or just being considerate, our Bulldogs make us proud  
by Living the Gospel Message. 

By Patrick Fox, Ed.S., Principal 

 

WE ARE BULLDOG PROUD! 
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Fr. Mike - Catholic School Champion!! 

W 
e are most grateful for the support of parish priest, 
Fr. Mike.  He recently wrote an article for The  
Catholic Spirit, entitled  “Hooray for Catholic 
Schools.”  We think he has it all figured out: 

Catholic schools are unique. Although the principal is in charge,  
it’s Jesus who’s always most important and is the first teacher. 

The school calendar might be in quarters or semesters, but the  
liturgical calendar and its seasons and feasts are always celebrated. 

It is necessary to have a school handbook with a clear set of  
policies and rules, but the primary guidebook is always the Gospel. 

Society touts freedom of expression and speech, while Catholic 
schools foster decorum and well-governed speech. 

Catholic schools offer learning imbued with spiritual values. 

. 

G 
randparents of our school children are often 
instrumental in encouraging their own children 
to choose St. Bart’s for their grandchildren.  
An education steeped in strong faith values 

creates a wonderful learning atmosphere.  While becoming 
scholars of math, science, reading, writing, literature,  
social studies, religion, physical education, music, ant art, 
students learn and demonstrate respect, kindness, care and 
compassion for one another, forgiveness, empathy,  and 
love for Jesus and each person! 

“Thank you” to all who have helped influence the  
decision a family makes to choose a Catholic Education. 

WE LOVE GRANDPARENTS 

 

Enroll now for the 2018—19 school year!  
We welcome the opportunity to show you our great school.  

For more info or to schedule a tour:  
Visit st-bartsschool.org or call 952-473-6189. 

ENROLLMENT SEASON OPEN!! 



St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community 

630 E. Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, MN  55391 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

REFLECTIONS is a publication of  
St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community,  
630 E. Wayzata Blvd., Wayzata, MN  55391 
Phone: 952/473-6601, Fax:  952/473-0980 
School Phone:  952/473-6189 
Email: stbarts@st-barts.org.  Website:  www.st-barts.org 
Pastor: Fr. Mike Van Sloun 
 
REFLECTIONS MISSION:  To reflect parish life through writings 
which educate, inform and inspire the actions and teachings 
 of our Catholic community. 

Comments/suggestions are welcome. 
Communications Director:  Kathleen Salman, ksalman@st-barts.org 
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