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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10,11,12-13,14; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-9 (Short Form) 

 

KEEP ON SWINGING AND SOWING 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, July 15, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, July 16, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

The choirs of angels in heaven have good news of great joy on this glorious morning: 

  there will be no second collection! 

 

I have here in my hand yesterday morning’s Star Tribune sports section. 

Every day it gives an update on the Twins statistics. 

If you are not a baseball fan, I beg your indulgence. 

 

As many of you would know, the Star Tribune gives a list of all of the Twins hitters 

  in rank order by batting average. 

 

As of Friday, 

  Eddie Rosario and Joe Mauer were tied with the best batting average on the team. 

    There are both hitting .286. 

  Miguel Sano is next at .274. 

  Altuve from the Houston Astros is leading the American League at .347. 

 

As good as these averages may be, think about this: 

  Eddie Rosario and Joe Mauer are both hitting .286, 

    and they are both missing .714. 

  Miguel Sano is hitting .274, 

    but he is missing .726. 

  Altuve, the best hitter in the American League, is batting .347, 

    and the best hitter in the entire AL is missing .653. 

 

The best hitters miss twice as much as they hit. 

 

I’d bet that you have never calculated Jesus’ batting average  

  based on his preaching success, or lack thereof. 

 

Baseball players don’t get a hit every time. 

And Jesus didn’t score every time that he preached. 

 

We just heard the Parable of the Sower for the Gospel (Mt 13:1-0), 

  and according to many interpretations,  

  Jesus is the sower, and his word the seed. 

 

Let’s see if Jesus has a hot bat or if he is in a slump. 
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His first group is the rocky soil bunch (see Mt 13:5). 

 

This group of listeners resisted Jesus totally. 

They were a tough bunch, hard and rocky. 

The word Jesus spoke just couldn’t get through. 

They refused to listen.  They ignored him. 

 

Jesus is 0 for 1. 

 

His second group was the shallow soil bunch (see Mt 13:5b,6). 

 

At least they paid attention to Jesus’ preaching.   

While they had a bit of initial fervor and enthusiasm,  

  they were not very motivated,  

  and when it came time to implement the Word that Jesus had spoken,  

  they had so little determination and commitment that they withered and faded.  

 

Jesus is 0 for 2. 

 

His third group is thorns and briars bunch (see Mt 13:7). 

 

This bunch listened carefully to Jesus.   

They liked Jesus,  

  were intrigued by his gospel,  

  and were ready to give it a try.   

But when those in the third group encountered obstacles, thorns, 

  either their own inclinations to wrongdoing,  

  or the evil forces of the outside world,  

  or people who criticized them, 

  despite their good start, choked off, 

  they gave up and quit. 

 

Jesus is 0 for 3. 

 

His fourth group is the rich, deep soil bunch (see Mt 13:8). 

When Jesus preached, this bunch was eager and receptive.  

  They listened, took his words to heart, 

    went out, and put them into practice, and produced a rich yield. 

With this group, Jesus made solid contact:  he was a hit. 

   

Jesus went 1 for 4. 

Jesus is batting .250, 

  which is less that Eddie Rosario and Joe Mauer. 

 

Jesus was not successful all of the time. 

It must have been pretty disheartening. 
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What did Jesus do in the face of such disappointment? 

  Did he become angry? 

  Did he grow bitter and resentful? 

  Did he go on a pout? 

  Did he quit? 

 

No!   

Not one of these! 

 

Jesus refused to give up. 

Jesus had amazing resiliency. 

Jesus persevered, even when the results were not his liking. 

Why? 

Because the seed that he was sowing, 

  the word of God, 

  is so valuable, so life-giving, 

  that even if things don’t go well all the time, 

  he had to get the word out to as many as possible. 

Jesus was a fierce competitor, 

  sowing anywhere and everywhere. 

 

There is a huge application for you and me. 

 

Most of the time, when this parable is explained, 

   we are invited to be good soil, 

  to receive the word of God, let it grow within us, 

  so we will bear rich fruit with our may good deeds. 

 

But there is another very important and equally valid way to interpret this parable. 

  Jesus is the Sower, and we are called to be sowers, too. 

 

As Jesus sowed the Word of the gospel, 

  we are to be sowers,  

    to share our faith, to teach the faith, to witness to our faith. 

Moms and dads are sowers to their children. 

Grandparents are sowers to their children and grandchildren. 

Catechists are sowers to their faith formation students. 

Teachers are sowers to their class. 

Coaches are sowers to their athletes. 

Mangers are sowers to their workforce. 

And the priest is the sower to his parishioners. 

 

And this is not just for adults. 

Young people can be sowers for friends, classmates, and teammates. 
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Parents, let’s talk about your batting average with your kids. 

I’d bet that you have occasion when your kids have been rocky soil, 

  hard and resistant, and won’t listen to you. 

I’d bet that you have other days when your kids listen, 

  but then they fail to follow through. 

I’d bet that it is pretty frustrating sometimes. 

 

Think about this for me as your priest. 

The parish is my farm, my field. 

I’m supposed to sow the word. 

We have 1500 families which translates into about 4500 people. 

And you see our average Mass attendance, 

  maybe 1500 a weekend, or 1800 if we’re really up there. 

So a portion of our parishioners are rocky and unreceptive. 

Another portion is shallow and follows through only occasionally. 

And then there is all of you – rich receptive soil! 

I am encouraged by all of you, 

  but the parish-wide result can be a little disappointing sometimes. 

 

So moms and dads, grandpas and grandmas, 

  teachers, my young friends, and me as your priest, 

  when we have disappointing results, 

  what should we do? 

 

We should look to Jesus. 

Jesus was incredibly resilient. 

He never quit. 

Jesus was a man on a mission. 

The word, the seed, is so valuable, so precious, 

  that even if the results weren’t what he would have liked, he kept on sowing, 

  and for those who were receptive, he had phenomenal results. 

 

We see this with hitter in baseball. 

  A batter may not get a hit every time, but the need for offense and scoring is so great 

    that the batter keeps on swinging. 

 

As Christians, when we share our faith, or teach the gospel, or give good example, 

  we may not be successful every time. 

But the need to spread the Gospel, to share the Good News, is so great, 

  that it is imperative that we keep on sowing. 

We will not be successful on every occasion, to be sure, 

  but if we will hang in there, like Jesus did, 

  we can rest assured that some of our efforts will bear rich fruit 

  to the tune of 30, 60, or 100 fold (see Mt 13:8). 

The need to share the Gospel is so urgent that we must keep on sowing. 


