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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Is 25:6-10; Ps 23:1-3a,3b-4,5,6; Phil 4:12-14,19-20; Mt 22:1-14 (Long Form) 

 

THE GUY WHO GOT THROWN OUT OF THE WEDDING 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, October 14, 2017, 7:30 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, October 15, 2017, 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 

You’ll enjoy this. 

On Friday morning I taught religion class for the 5th and 6th graders. 

Part of the class was to preview today’s gospel. 

The students heard the gospel that we just heard. 

 

So I asked the students, “Do you have any questions about this gospel?” 

So up went a number of hands. 

After we heard from almost everybody, it boiled down to two basic questions: 

  “What’s with the wedding?” 

  “Why did the guy get thrown out?” 

 

I thought, “These are really good question. 

  There are curious are about two key parts of the gospel.” 

Their questions are our questions.  We’re all wondering the same things. 

 

So I asked them, “Can you give me an example of a party or a feast that is really fun?” 

  The number one fun party is a birthday party. 

  A second fun party was a sleep-over. 

  The number one feast was Thanksgiving. 

 

They came up with an excellent list. 

Next, we checked out the food menu these special events. 

  What did you have for the birthday party? 

    Hamburgers and hot dogs, birthday cake and ice cream. 

  What did you have for the sleep over? 

    Pizza, popcorn, and pop. 

  What did you have for Thanksgiving? 

    Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes and gravy. 

 

Let’s compare this to a wedding. 

  The bride wears a wedding dress, the groom wears a tux. 

  The wedding dinner is held at a reception hall or a hotel. 

  There is an open bar.   

  There are elegant table settings, a head table. 

  There are many servers; the dinner comes out in multiple courses. 

  There are speeches.   

  There is a DJ, music, and dancing. 

This stuff does not happen at a birthday party, a sleepover, or even on Thanksgiving. 



2 

 

 

When it comes to a grand and glorious feast, 

  a wedding is the best of them all, 2000 years ago and still today. 

So if any feast on earth prefigures the eternal banquet in heaven, 

  a wedding feast serves as the best. 

 

There are a lot of different ways to describe heaven: 

  eternal rest, the Father’s house (Jn 14:2), the great mansion (inferred, Jn 14:2),  

  eternal light (Rv 21:23-25), the new Jerusalem (Rv 21:2-4,10-14), or a better place. 

In today’s readings, the wedding feast represents heaven (Mt 22:2), 

  the eternal banquet (Is 25:6). 

 

One of the greatest things about heaven is that everyone is invited: 

  you and me and everybody else. 

The invitation went to each and every person along the highways and byways (Mt 22:9-10). 

 

Once the students understood that the wedding feast represents heaven, 

    and that everyone is welcome, 

  they were more bothered by the fact that  

    the man without a proper wedding garment got thrown out (Mt 22:13). 

If the king is God or Jesus, and if God or Jesus ordered the man thrown out, 

  then God or Jesus is being really mean. 

This really bothered the students. 

“If Jesus is supposed to be so loving and kind (see Jn 13:34-35; 15:9: 1 Jn 4:8,16),  

    why would he be so mean?” 

 

Why? 

Because the man without the wedding garment was stupid! 

  His elevator didn’t go all the way to the top floor. 

  He was a brick shy of a full load. 

 

Let’s unpack how wedding garments were used, 

  and then unpack the wedding garment’s symbolism. 

 

Back in the time of Jesus, 

  the majority of jobs were on the farm. 

You were either a shepherd taking care of sheep, 

  or you were working the fields:  

    trimming grape vines, planting wheat, hoeing between vegetables. 

People got dirty doing this kind of work. 

 

When guests came to a wedding, 

  there was an expectation was that they would arrive clean. 

So before the wedding, these workers would go home, 

  wash up, put on clean clothes, and go to the feast. 

 



3 

 

But there were always some farm hands that had to work late, 

  and they would not have enough time to go home, wash up, and change into clean clothes. 

It was understood that there would always be some late arrivals to the wedding, 

  and since they were coming directly from the fields, they had dirty clothes on. 

 

It was customary for the host of the wedding to put table at the entrance to the banquet hall, 

  and the host would put a pile of clean cloaks on the table. 

So when someone had to come straight from the field wearing dirty clothes, 

  the person would stop at the entrance, 

    take a clean cloak from the table, put it on, 

    and wear it over their dirty clothes. 

It was an expectation that was well-known to everybody. 

It was convenient, easy, and took almost no effort. 

And this numbskull walked right past the table, 

  took a seat in the banquet hall, 

  and he was the only idiot in the whole place in dirty clothes. 

 

It is no wonder that the guy got tossed out (Mt 22:13). 

  God is not mean. 

  Jesus is not mean. 

Everyone is welcome to heaven (see Mt 22:9), 

  but just because the gate is open and a seat is reserved, 

    it is no guarantee that a person gets to stay. 

Jesus had some basic requirements, some minimum standards. 

 

The wedding garment represents the baptismal garment. 

When you and I were baptized, we were dressed in something white. 

And the instruction given to the new Christian at the time of baptism is, 

  “Bring [this garment] unstained into everlasting life in heaven”  

    (Nos. 63 and 99, Rite of Baptism for Children). 

Or, applied to this parable, 

  “When you arrive in heaven,  

    when it is time to take your place at the eternal banquet, 

    you had better be sure that that you have the clean wedding garment on.” 

 

The problem is that we start out with a clean baptismal garment, 

    sparkling white, spotless,  

  but then we commit sins, and our garments get stained and dirty. 

We are supposed to clothe ourselves with Christ (Gal 3:27), 

  clothes ourselves with good deeds (Col 3:12,14; 1 Pt 5:5), 

  and then we do bad stuff. 

We lose our temper. 

We are impatient. 

We are prideful, egotistical, thinking of ourselves first. 

And suddenly it looks like we have been out on the farm 

  and we are coming in the from the field with dirt from head to toe. 
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This is not a hopeless situation. 

There are many good ways to clean our wedding garments. 

 

Peter says, “Love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pt 4:8b). 

  Every time we show a little politeness, extend a kindness, give help or encouragement, 

    it removes dirt and stain from our garment. 

 

Scripture says that “Alms atone for sins” (Sir 3:29b), 

  and that, “Almsgiving saves one from death and expiates every sin” (Tob 12:9a). 

  Very few people in our parish are poor. 

  Almost every person here has the capacity to be generous with others, 

    and when we share, we remove dirt and stain from our garments. 

 

We can turn to God in prayer, 

  and tell God that we are sorry for our sins. 

  Our contrition is a way to remove dirt and stain from our garments. 

 

Jesus gives us the Sacrament of Reconciliation (see Jn 20:22-23). 

When we confess our sins, and when we receive sacramental absolution, 

  the special healing grace of God removes the dirt and stain from our garments. 

 

At this Mass, when we receive Holy Communion, 

  when Jesus comes to us, he fills us with his grace, 

  and his presence and power removes dirt and stain from our garments. 

 

We all get our garments dirty, 

  but there is no excuse to stay in dirty clothes, 

  especially when there are so many easy ways to clean them. 

 

Jesus is inviting us to the feast, 

  to his banquet on earth, fed with his Body and Blood at this Mass,, 

  and to his banquet in heaven, a feast of rich food and choice wines, 

    in God’s heavenly mansion for all eternity. 

 

All we need is a clean wedding garment. 

They are convenient and available at the door. 

Let’s be sure to pick one up! 

   


