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THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year B 
1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7,8-9,9-10; Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44 

 

TWO MAJOR WARNINGS FROM JESUS 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Sunday, November 11, 2018, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Do you think that “nice guy” is a good way to describe Jesus? 

 

Let’s do a little spiritual equation, a logical proof, to see if Jesus is a nice guy. 

  If Jesus is the Son of God (Mk 1:1; 15:39), 

    and if God is love (1 Jn 4:8b,16b), 

    then Jesus is love, an all-loving being. 

Jesus is more than “a nice guy”; he is the personification of love. 

 

Different people have different perspectives on the way that Jesus was a loving person. 

 

Some think that Jesus was super kind all the time. 

With his long hair, Jesus was almost hippy-like: 

  meek and easygoing,  

  live and let live,  

  totally tolerant,  

  mild-mannered. 

 

What do you think? 

  Not in a heartbeat! 

 

There is nothing wimpy or soft about Jesus, the personification of love. 

If Jesus saw something that was contrary to love, 

  it grated against him. 

The God of love hates sin and evil. 

For Jesus, when it comes to wrongdoing, 

  particularly when people are sneaky about it, 

  he was not tolerant, meek, or mild-mannered. 

 

If Jesus was upset, he wouldn’t hit you over the head with a 2 x 4, 

  but he was an expert at verbally zinging people who were off course. 

 

In this short gospel, Jesus has an obvious target and a subtle target. 

The obvious target is the scribes (Mk 12:38-40). 

  The scribes were scripture scholars (see Mt 22:35; Lk 7:30; 10:25; 11:45,46,52; 14:3). 

  They knew the Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament, backwards and forwards. 

Not only that, they were also called lawyers. 

  The first five books of the Old Testament contain the Mosaic Law, 

    all of the rules and regulations that Jews were supposed to follow. 

 



 

2 

 

A scribe was a scripture scholar who  

  knew the law, interpreted the law, and applied the law. 

They were “spiritual lawyers.” 

 

These scribes were high ranking religious officials  

  that liked to parade around the Temple 

  and they promoted themselves as virtuous, holy, trustworthy, decent men. 

The question is:  “Were they?” 

The people might have been fooled, but Jesus wasn’t. 

 

Jesus said, “Watch out for these guys!” (paraphrase, Mk 12:38). 

 

Jesus said, “They like to strut around in their long robes” (paraphrase, Mk 12:38). 

 

Is there anything wrong with long robes? 

  I’m wearing long robes. 

  The altar servers are wearing long robes. 

  The choir members wear long robes. 

  Judges wear long robes. 

  Graduates wear long robes. 

Is there anything wrong with wearing long robes?  No! 

Was there a problem when the scribes wore long robes? 

  Yes!  They wore long robes to show off. 

 

Jesus said, “They like titles of respect in public” (paraphrase, Mk 12:38). 

The title for a scribe was “Rabbi,” “Teacher,” or “O Great One.” 

Is there anything wrong with titles of respect? 

  We call a judge, “Your honor.” 

  We call a policeman or a policewoman, “Officer.” 

  We call our parents, “Mom” or “Dad.” 

  We call a priest, “Father.” 

Is there anything wrong with titles of respect?  No! 

Was there a problem with addressing the scribes “O Great One”? 

  Yes!  They insisted on titles.  It went to their heads.   

  They used them to show off. 

 

Jesus said, “They recite long prayers” (paraphrase, Mk 12:40). 

Is there something wrong with long prayers? 

  Jesus prayed for forty days and forty nights (Mk 1:13). 

  Jesus asked his disciples to pray for an hour during the Agony in the Garden (Mt 26:40). 

  This Mass will be about an hour. 

  The rosary takes 15 or 20 minutes. 

Is there anything wrong with long prayers?  No! 

Was there a problem with the long prayers of the scribes? 

  Yes!  They said long prayers to show off. 
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The scribes paraded around as good guys. 

 

Jesus, Mister Nice Guy, the personification of love, 

  knew that the scribes were frauds and he let his disciples know. 

“Don’t be fooled by these guys. 

  They are stuck up, conceited, and arrogant” (implied, Mk 12:38-39). 

 

Then Jesus threw in another cutting remark: 

  “They [the scribes] devour the houses [i.e., the savings] of widows” (Mk 12: 

These lonely women who had money were swept away by their smooth slick lectures, 

  and tricked into making big donations. 

Jesus wanted the widows and everybody else to know, 

  “They are all show. 

    These guys are greedy and selfish, swindlers, and don’t deserve a nickel.” 

 

Jesus, Mr. Honesty, Mr. Truth, exposed the scribes for who they really were. 

In doing so, Jesus was issuing a warning to his disciples, 

  and the warning was not,  

  “Watch your money!  Don’t get ripped by the scribes like these widows”! 

 

Jesus had an entirely different warning in mind,  

  a  more stern and serious warning, 

  a warning for his disciples and a warning for you and me. 

And here it is: 

  “Don’t be like the scribes.  Don’t be show-offs.  Don’t be frauds. 

  Do not be stuck up, conceited, or arrogant! 

  Do not be greedy and selfish! 

  Be humble.  Be generous.” 

 

Jesus’ obvious target was the scribes. 

Then Jesus shifted to his subtle target, his own disciples. 

 

Jesus sat down with his disciples opposite the Temple treasury 

  and he had them watch people make their donations (Mk 12:41-44). 

Some rich people put in big donations, 

  but had plenty left over for themselves. 

Then a poor widow (Mk 12:42),  

  not a wealthy widow (with a house) like the one’s defrauded by the scribes (Mk 12:40),, 

  came forward and put in two small coins (Mk 12:42), 

  and Jesus commented, “All that she had to live on, her entire livelihood” (see Mk 12:44b). 

 

The woman gave everything she had, her whole life. 

The donors held back. 

Jesus was complimenting the widow, 

  and in doing so, he was criticizing the rich donors who held back, 

  but the disciples didn’t realize that Jesus was zinging them, too. 
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The widow prefigures Jesus. 

 

The widow gave all she had to live on. 

  Jesus would give his entire life on the Cross. 

 

The rich donors prefigure the disciples: 

  the donors held back,  

    and his disciples would hold back. 

The disciples had given so much (see Mt 19:27) 

  yet on Holy Thursday night, when Jesus was arrested, 

    they held back, they deserted him (Mk 14:50). 

Later that night when Jesus was on trial, 

  they held back, they did not appear to testify on his behalf. 

On Good Friday, when Jesus was crucified, 

  they held back, they were not at the foot of the Cross (see Mk 15:40-41; Jn 19:25-26) 

 

Jesus was disappointed because he knew his disciples would hold back 

  and they failed to comprehend 

    that a person has to lose their life to save it (see Mt 16:25b; Lk 17:33b; Jn 12:25b). 

 

Jesus was warning his disciples. 

  This widow gave everything. 

  I’m going to give everything. 

  If you want to be my disciples, there is no holding back: 

    you must be willing to give everything, your entire life. 

 

My friends, in this short little gospel, 

  Jesus is not meek, not easygoing, not mild-mannered. 

 

He has a very stern warning for all of us. 

 

Warning Number One: 

“Don’t be like the scribes.  Don’t be show-offs.  Don’t be frauds. 

  Do not be stuck up, conceited, or arrogant! 

  Do not be greedy and selfish! 

  Be humble.  Be generous.” 

 

And, Warning Number Two: 

  “If you want to follow me, there is no holding back. 

    You must be willing to give your all for me.” 


