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Holy Land Reflections during Holy Week,

Ithough their last trip to the Holy Land was seven years ago, for parishioners Mary Conklin,
AJoan Semmer, and Jennifer Shaltz, the experiences are still fresh. During this time of Lent and
Easter, they take a moment to share some of their reflections and thoughts about why you may
want to join the next pilgrimage, which Fr. Michael is leading from October 26 - November 7, 2009.
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Holy Week liturgies are much more meaningful L .- Led by Fr. Michael Reding
after having retraced virtually all of Jesus’ steps:
the path he walked on his entrance into Jerusalem,
the upper room where he celebrated his Last
Supper with his apostles, the garden of
Gethsemane where he pondered his fate, the
Antonia fortress where he was held before his trial,
Golgatha—the site of his crucifixion, and the
Garden Tomb from which he arose.

Jennifer Shaltz

Photos from the Holy Land
pilgrimage provided by
Joan Semmer.
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devotion of the Stations of the Cross
in his bulletin columns, and he has
given us the history of how the practice
developed and was finally brought inside
the church building as pictures on the wall.

Father Michael has written about the

The Liturgical Arts Committee had some
discussion about the Stations of the Cross
early on in the building renovation process.
In the spring and early summer 2008, the
committee decided that it was time to focus
on the Stations and a target for installation
was set for Ash Wednesday 2009, providing
funds were raised. Because there were no
walls that could be used we determined
from the start that if we wanted Stations
with movement between them they’d have
to be set in the floor. The committee had to
consider materials (would be walked on),
size (the size of the floor tiles replaced),
location (spaced around the church), and
design.

THE DESIGN! Many of us grew up with
Stations of the Cross on the walls that were
relief scenes, which were painted, carved or
molded. That would not work well in the
floor if they were to be walked on. Internet
searches did not produce any useable ideas.

D

25 Years ﬂelping to Fund tRESWitnt

annual gala weekend celebration is

more than just a good time —although it
certainly is that! More than simply a
Dinner Dance fundraiser, Church Auction
and a reason to celebrate with fellow
parishioners, Images of Spring plays a criti-
cal role in funding many vital ministries at
St. Bartholomew. The parish relies on
monies raised from Images of Spring week-
end to help continue offering a wide array
of ministries that enhance the entire parish
including:

e Faith Formation

I mages of Spring, St. Bartholomew’s

e Bread and Wine for Mass

by Liz Thornton, Liturgical Arts Committee

A day at the University of St. Thomas and
the College of St. Catherine’s libraries
was more productive. We brought back
some pictures as well as a book, The Way of
the Cross, by Caryll Houselander, pub-
lished in 1955. Houselander’s original

Fr. Michael led parishioners in the Stations
of the Cross after the dedication on February 27.
Thanks to Confirmation candidates, Denis Wright
and Anna Rayas, for taking photos at the event.

‘lﬂayzata * MN /4

e Adult Faith Formation
e \estments for the priests

e Social Justice work on affordable

housing

e Outreach to the sick and homebound
members of our parish

e Improvements to St. Bartholomew

Church and School
e And so many more!

As we celebrate the 25th Images of Spring
we want to also celebrate the significant
contributions Images of Spring has made
over the years to help maintain the vibrant
Christian faith community we all value.

illustrations had what the committee had
been looking for—something simple,
symbolic, and thought-provoking that
could be etched into a metal floor plate.

We received permission from the current
publisher to use the designs and the rest is
history. A suitable material (bronze plate)
was determined, the exact placement of
each Station was set, production was avail-
able locally, and an invitation extended to
parishioners to sponsor a Station. In two
weekends the fourteen Stations as well as
the words of Jesus to Bartholomew across
the threshold were all sponsored.
Installation was finished by Ash
Wednesday 2009, on time and paid for.

The Dedication of the Stations of the Cross,
led by Fr. Michael, Deacon Rick, and
Martha Franco, was held the first Friday of
Lent, followed by the devotion of praying
the Stations together. Throughout the
Lenten season, parishioners have prayed
the Stations together each Friday evening
and many have also taken the opportunity
to enjoy a delicious soup supper, provided
by St. Bart’s high school faith formation
students. People are also welcome to pray
the Stations on their own.

ng W

tries of St. Bartholomew

Please join with fellow parishioners to
make this Silver Jubilee year a success.
Plan on attending the April 25th Dinner
Dance. Bid on items at the Church Auction.
Buy and sell your raffle tickets. Donate
items for the silent and live auctions.
We’re always looking for great auction
items, so let us know if you have anything
you’d like to donate or an idea to offer!
Contact Jodene Marquis at 763/557-4920,
jodenedmarquis@comcast.net.

April 25 and 26!
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The Best Kept Secret in the Catholic Faith!

ave you heard of Cursillo? If you
Hwant to experience unconditional

love, peace and harmony, consider a
Cursillo retreat. We consider it the best
kept secret in the Catholic faith. Cursillo
is a three-day retreat that brings you closer
to God and the Catholic faith.

The retreat is amazing and is set up for you
to experience the love of Jesus. It is a life
changing experience!

The Cursillo retreat, which started in Spain
and was brought to the United States in
1943, is experienced in two parts. First, the
men go to the weekend and spend three
days on the retreat. ‘You will sleep, eat and
learn about Jesus. Then the women will go
a week later and experience the same. You
will meet incredible people and will estab-
lish a strong relationship with other
Christians.

Details of Cursillo

The Cursillo Movement is introduced over
a consecutive 72-hour period called a
“Three Day Weekend.” During the three

day weekend, which begins Thursday
evening and ends Sunday evening, a team
of religious and lay personnel present a
series of talks to the candidates and the

Holy Week Schedule

April 4 & 5 Palm Sunday

Holy Thursday

Good Friday

Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday

Cursillo

by Ricardo and Mary Ortizcazarin

entire group calls upon the Holy Spirit for
enlightenment and guidance. The team
and candidates live as a small Christian
community during the weekend and
discuss these talks in small groups. The
discussions provide an opportunity to share
insights about the presentations and hear
how others have received that same presen-
tation. The talks and discussions cover a
variety of topics including:

e Meaning of grace and sacraments

e Importance of prayer and the study of
God

e Christian leadership and living
Christianity in community

e Our call to bring Christ to others and
transform the very environments in which
we live

e The importance of supporting one
another in our efforts to live a truly
Christian life

Throughout the weekend the participants
pray together, attend daily Mass and have
an opportunity to receive the sacrament of
reconciliation. Typically by the end of the
weekend, candidates have a deeper rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and a better

words adequately how it felt to sing the
Ave Maria in the dome of the Dormition
Abbey on Mount Zion or walking the Via
Dolorosa while singing the same named
song | have done with my husband on
guitar for the last 13 years on Good Friday
afternoon here at St Bart’s.The words took
on such new meaning walking those
crowded alleys. Mary Conklin

\X¥’hy would you encourage
others to go on this trip?

Beyond the obvious reason of bringing the
places and events of Jesus’ life into reality,
travel always strengthens the concept of the
global village and one human family for me.
It was so eye-opening to visit this place of
timeless conflict, to see the conditions and
peoples behind the headlines, and yet feel
totally connected to both the people and
places we visited. Having visited this

Holy Land Reflections (cont. from page 1)

Ricardo and Mary Ortizcazarin

understanding of the power of the Holy
Spirit. Candidates leave the weekend as
“curillestas” called to spread the Word of
God.

Don’t miss the next Cursillo Retreats

Men’'s Retreat
April 30 - May 3, 2009
St. Huberts, Chanhassen

\XYYomen’s Retreat
May 14 - 17, 2009
St. Huberts, Chanhassen

For additional information you can speak
with Mary and Ricardo Ortizcazarin,
763/476-4154, ricardo@cazarin.com, or
you can find more information at
www.tc-cursillo.org.

special place, | can never again hear of an
outbreak of Mideast violence without
experiencing my own internal pains...and
offering a prayer that the peace Jesus taught
will come to bear in his earthly homeland.

Jennifer Shaltz

\¥’hy would you encourage
others to go on this trip?

To allow your soul to sink into the history
and mystery of the soil. To breath the air
and touch the land. To close your eyes and
feel the presence of God. To witness
people of other faiths trying to survive.

Joan Semmer

I would encourage all to make this journey
to the Holy Land. Father Michael’s leader-
ship, his spirituality and his historical
knowledge are beyond compare. My
husband Michael and | pray and hope we
can be there. Mary Conklin
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Ministry Fair, Mardi Gras Style

Catholic Faith  Community has

nearly 100 different ministries?
Hundreds of parishioners had the opportu-
nity to find out more about our many and
varied ministry opportunities when they
visited the New Orleans-flavored
Fellowship Hall during our bi-annual
Ministry Fair, held February 21 and 22.

Did you know that St. Bartholomew

The Mardi Gras-themed fair was a great
way to increase the awareness of and
celebrate our many ministries and gave
parishioners a chance to ask questions and
explore ministry opportunities in a no
pressure situation.

Highlights of the event included a Mardi
Gras parade at the end of each Mass, lead-
ing parishioners from the church to the fair,
refreshments, and an interactive game with
prizes for the winners.

A special thank you to the Shared Ministry
Committee members who once again
made this event such a success.

More information about St. Bart’s ministry
opportunities is found on our website,
www.st-barts.org. Go to Community, then
click Volunteer Opportunities. Brochures
are also available in the Narthex. Want to
discuss which ministry is right for you?
Contact Marion Clark, 952/473-6601,
mclark@st-barts.org.

Above: Members of the Children’s Choir get in on the act.

Although almost unrecog-
nizable behind their masks
(from left) Marion Clark,
Lee Glover, Harold
Rudnick and Jan Sidla help
make the Ministry Fair a
success and a lot of fun.

Left: Ministry Fair volunteers led parishioners
to the Ministry Fair after Mass.

Still Time to Be Part of the New Parish Pictorial Directory

“Help us create a complete directory to assist in building a community
where every name and face is known and cherished.”

Scheduling Your Appointment
is Easy!

Lifetouch is once again producing our
directory, and photography sessions are
continuing the last week of May and the
first week of June. Lifetouch makes signing
up for a photography session easy and
offers online scheduling.

Adirectlink to St. Bart's scheduling is found
on our website, www.st-barts.org. For
those who don’t have Internet access,
volunteers will be available after Masses in
May to help you make an appointment.
You may also call the Parish Office at
952/473-6601 for help.

Spring Photography Session Dates:

May 26 - 30, June 2- 6

Fr. Michael Reding

No Cost to You or the Church

There is no cost to you or the church to
have your photographs taken, and you will
receive a complimentary 8 x 10 portrait and
directory for participating. At your session
you can also purchase additional portraits
to share with family and friends.
Parishioners will receive a 20% discount on
additional portraits. Coupons will be at the
portrait session check in.

Include Your E-mail Address

Be sure to include your e-mail address when
completing the online form and you will
automatically receive an e-mail reminder
about your photo session.

Update Your Roster Information

The directory will include a listing of all
parishioners, including family members’
names, addresses, and phone numbers.
Please report any address or phone number
changes to help us make sure that all our
records are as up-to-date as possible.
Contact Kathy Salman, 952/473-6601,
ksalman@st-barts.org.

Please notify us if you do not want
your information listed in the

directory. Contact Kathy Salman,
952/473-6601, ksalman@st-barts.org.
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Stewardship of Treasure 2009
Facts-Tigures-Future

As of March 1, 2009

you are committing to the highest

understanding of your calling as a
steward. This is to know God’s love for
you through sacrificial giving.

By giving, sharing and contributing

e There are 1,400 registered households at
St. Bartholomew.

e 423 households have made a financial
pledge in support of the mission and
ministry at St. Bartholomew for a total of
$964,818 toward the Sunday Giving
budget of $1,500,000.

e Five households have responded they
are unable to pledge at this time, but will
continue to contribute.

e Out of 1,400 registered households
1,129 households contributed financially
to Sunday Giving in 2008.

e 102 households are presently using ACT
(Automatic Contributions Transfer), con-
tributing approx. $17,527 monthly.

ACT registration forms are available at the
Information Desk.

e Approximately 60 percent of the operat-
ing budget is funded by Sunday Giving.

We need every household to make a pledge
or gift in support of the mission and
ministry of St. Bartholomew for 2009.

If every household gave $21 per week, we
could fund our entire budget of $1,500,000
from Sunday Giving.

Please respond to the call. If you have made
a pledge or gift already, thank you. If you
have never made a pledge or gift, now is
the time to start!

You’ll find pledge cards at the Information
Desk in the Narthex. If you’d like to call
your pledge into the parish, please
contact Cindy Schriever at 952/473-6601
or email cschriever@st-barts.org.

Women’s Mini-Retreat
Spring Buds and Hearts:
Learning to Embrace Change

Thursday, April 30, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Join us for the upcoming intergenerational spring
Vineyard Retreat for the women, age 18 and older, of St.

Retreat led by
Jane Leyden Cavanaugh
founder, The Vineyard

Bart's on Thursday, April 30, 6 -9 p.m. The last two mini-
retreats at St. Bart's were very well attended, and we’'d like
to make this last retreat in the series the best one yet! The
theme of the retreat is “Spring Buds and Hearts: Learning
to Embrace Change.”

This is a great opportunity to build community among the
women of St. Bart's. New parishioners, singles, young
moms, empty-nesters, elders of the parish, everyone is
invited. You'll have a chance to reflect on all the changes
you are facing in your life and get some insight into how
to deal with them. You're not alone if you're dealing with
change. Listen and meet many other women who are
dealing with change. Our hope is that after the retreat you
will get to know more women who share your values and
who are dealing with many of the same issues as you.

Don't worry if you haven't attended the last two retreats
in the series. If you have attended the last two retreats,
come back and bring a friend. We can’t wait to see you
again! Questions? Contact Jim DeShane, 952/473-6601,
jdeshane@st-barts.org.
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U Faith in Action

The Farmer and the Corn

James Bender, in his book How to Talk
Well (McGraw-Hill, 1994), relates the
story of a farmer who grew award-
winning corn.

Each year he entered his corn in the state
fair where it won a blue ribbon. One year
a newspaper reporter interviewed him and
learned something interesting about how
he grew it.

The reporter discovered that the farmer
shared his seed corn with his neighbors.
“How can you afford to share your best
seed corn with your neighbors when they
are entering corn in competition with
yours each year?” the reporter asked.

“Why, sir,” said the farmer, “didn’t you
know? The wind picks up pollen from the
ripening corn and swirls it from field to
field. If my neighbors grow inferior corn,
cross-pollination will steadily degrade the
quality of my corn. If | am to grow good
corn, I must help my neighbors grow good
corn.”

The farmer is very much aware of the con-
nectedness of life. His corn cannot
improve unless his neighbor’s corn also
improves.

So it is in other dimensions. Those who
choose to be at peace must help their
neighbors to be at peace. Those who
choose to live well must help others to
live well; for the value of a life is
measured by the lives it touches. And
those who choose to be happy must help
others to find happiness, for the welfare of
each is bound up with the welfare of all.

The lesson for each of us is this: If we are
to grow good corn, we must help our
neighbors grow good corn.

\XYomen'’s Mini-Retreat
Spring Buds and Hearts:
Learning to Embrace Change

Thursday, April 30
6:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Cost: $22
Registration form available in the Narthex
and on our website,
www.st-barts.org,
Upcoming Events & News.
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Don’t Miss

Now is the

Middle School

Summer Stretch
Join us for Summer Stretch. It's a special program just for middle
school age youth entering grades 7-9. We get together for six
Wednesdays, June 17 - July 29.

We'll spend the morning doing community service, have lunch
together and spend the afternoon with fun activities like the beach,
the zoo and Valley Fair. It’s a great way to meet people, have fun
and do something important.

\Who: Youth entering 7-9 grades

\X’hen: Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., from June 17 through
July 22 - July 29th. (Ending at 6:00 p.m.)

\Where: The day begins and ends at St. Bartholomew's, July 29
should be picked up at Valley Fair at 6:00 p.m.

Cost: $100. Includes afternoon transportation, activities and
T-shirt. Bring your own lunch.

Chaperones: Parents are required to chaperone at least one morning
and afternoon session.

Teen Peer Leaders: Youth entering 10th - 12th grades are invited
to participate in the program as peer assistants. Cost is $50 to cover
activity fees.

Deadline: April 15. Complete the permission and parent forms
and return them with payment to the Parish Office.

Fun in the Son
St. Bart’s is partnering with Benilde - St. Margaret’s School to
offer a Fun in the Son Leadership Camp. Through discussion,
games, music, service, art and more, campers learn about Jesus’
servant leadership qualities.

\X’ho: Youth entering 6th - 8th grades (regardless of whether they
attend BSM or not).

\When: Aug. 3 - 6, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
\X’here: Benilde-St. Margaret’s
Cost: $100

Deadline: April 30. Complete the registration form and return
with payment to the Parish Office.

High School

Christpower Mission Trip 2009
Be part of a work crew helping with projects such as yard work,
painting, indoor/outdoor cleanup, or helping children at a school.
Learn about Catholic Social Teachings. Make new friends with
youth from the six other participating churches. Be part of
dynamic evening programs, which include music, skits, prayer,
and teen testimonies.

\X/ho: Youth entering 9 - 12th grades

\X¥’hen: June 21 - 27

\X’here: North Minneapolis, Annunciation Parish.
Cost: $180

Deadline: April 15. Return the permission slip along with an
$80 deposit to the Parish Office.

Middle and High School
Boundary Waters Canoe/Camping Trip

Canoe, hike, swim, grow spiritually, challenge
yourself physically, make new friends! Join
youth from St. Bart’s and from Latino Catholic
youth groups as we journey through this beauti-
ful wilderness.

\X/ho: 13-18 year olds
\When: July 19 - 25
Cost: $150

Deadline: April 15. Space is limited; to reserve your spot, please
return the permission slip along with your $50 deposit to the Parish
Office.

All activities are open to friends who are not members of
St. Bart’'s. They simply return the same registration
paperwork and fees as St. Bart's members to attend the
events.

Registration forms can be found on our website, www.st-barts.org, under Youth Ministry or Upcoming Events & News.
Questions? Contact Christen Weigel, Youth Ministry Coordinator, cweigel@st-barts.org, 952/473-6601, 221.
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"SCHOOL NEWS_ »

Sending Happiness into Hearts

by Deb Anderson, St. Bartholomew School Fourth Grade Teacher

andom acts of kindness are
Roften the result of people

having had a kind deed done
to or for them or someone close to
them, without the expectation of
recognition. This was the impetus
for the St. Bartholomew School
fourth graders in my class to write
to ill parishioners.

When my mother was very ill, two
students from her parish wrote her
letters and sent her handmade
cards. She was unable to read them
herself or to respond. Yet, when | |
read them to her, she smiled and |
appeared more alert. | was so grate-
ful to those students for adding
some joy to my mother’s frail life,
and | wrote back to them for her.
After her death, | went to the
school, met the students, and
thanked them again for their kindness to
her.

Christine Ducharme, Director of Pastoral
Ministry at St Bart’s, introduced the names
of the parishioners who she thought would
enjoy receiving letters from students. Since

Lilyanne Garden (center) with her fourth grade
St. Bart’s pen pals.

October, these students have written and
sent Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas,
Valentines Day, and St. Patrick’s Day cards.
Among the things students have written
about are learning the mysteries of the
rosary, that they are praying for him or her,
and that all fourth graders went to “Feed

St. Bart's School Accreditation Renewed

The Minnesota Nonpublic  School
Accrediting Association (MNSAA) has
renewed the accreditation of
St. Bartholomew Catholic School for the
eligibility period of 2009 to 2016.
Accreditation is a voluntary method of
quality assurance with a goal to evaluate,
validate, and improve each school’s quality.

Schools are accredited based on their com-
pliance with a set of rigorous standards
which identify essential personnel, teach-
ing, facility, curriculum, governance, and
marketing policies and practices that are
considered necessary for an effective
school. The accreditation process includes
the creation of a visionary and focused
strategic plan and an on-site visit by a
team of educators from member schools.
Accreditation with MNSAA relies heavily
on how the individual school defines its
mission and the way it seeks to accomplish
that mission.

\¥’hat does this mean to St.
Bartholomew?

It means you can rest assured St. Bart's
students are receiving a quality education.

e Students are taught by qualified
teachers;

e The curriculum is rigorous and inte-
grated with best professional practices;

e Our school complies with State of
Minnesota guidelines for safety and well-
being; and

e Oversight is provided by a concerned
governing body.

It means that the quality of our educational
program is nationally recognized and that
we go beyond state requirements and hold
ourselves accountable for meeting nation-
ally recognized standards of excellence.

My Starving Children” to pack food
for the hungry.

The Gift of Sharing

Christine had been looking for a way
to introduce a new ministry that
bridges the school and seniors who
are interested in school involvement
so this idea came as a timely and wel-
come surprise. Hopefully, the pen pal
program will lead to an ongoing and
rewarding relationship.

The results of the pen pal program
have been a joy to watch unfold.
Some people have written back,
thanking the students for their letters,
cards and prayers. Comments
include: “It put a smile on my face
and happiness in my heart” and
“Learning your religion and praying
are very important in life.” Also, we
have heard back that they believe the
prayers added to their healing and recovery.

An extra blessing was a visit from Mrs.
Lilyanne Garden, to whom two fourth
grade students have been writing. She visit-
ed the classroom one morning to thank the
students for their prayers, telling the class
how much they helped her recover. She
told them how important Catholic educa-
tion was to her son’s success in life. Mrs.
Garden’s son, Warren, went to St.
Bartholomew School for seventh and
eighth grade many years ago and was
friends with Cookie Klapprich and his
brother, Kurt. (Ironically, Kurt’s son, Kyle,
is in my classroom and was introduced to
Mrs. Garden.)

The Gift of Prayer

The students include the parishioners in
classroom morning prayers. Some parents
have said that their child also prays for his
or her special person during nightly
prayers. The students have said they
believe they’re helping others get happier
and healthier. It feels like “the right thing to
do” to help someone else and is a good way
to reach out to someone and do a corporal
work of mercy.

Mrs. Garden has become a new friend to
our fourth grade class and had her picture
taken with the students following a
Wednesday morning school Mass. They
look forward to seeing her at Mass. She is
an acknowledgement of the importance of
our stewardship and faith in action.
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(]
Upcoming Events Member Update
) Baptisms
April May John William Fedie
Owen Robert Hoene Fayfield
e April 4-April 12 e Sat. & Sun., May 2 & 3 Trenton Latroy Johnso)rq,f.]r.
Holy Week Schedule (see page 3| First Eucharist Weekend
Sat, May 9, 9:30 am. - 12 p.m. Deaths
) T\/I her/D Y hter Celebrati % Edward Przybylski
e Sat. & Sun., April 25 & 26 other/Daughter Celebration: Our
25th Annual Images of Spring Gifts to Each Other @ St. Bart's New Members
(see page 2) (age 16 and older). $20. Becky & Craig Sandbulte
Contact Kate Vog|, (612) 309-7873, Nancy Brisk
kate@katevogl.com G Ilée:&tieG ,?\hdlersJ %
i ) era adys Jure
* Thurs., April 30,69 p.m. Sarah Miller & Nick Novak
Women's Mini-Retreat @ St. Bart's e May 26-30,June2-6 Patrick & Stephanie Schmidt
(see page 5) Pictorial Directory Portraits
(see page 4)

Look for more events and more
J .
details in upcoming bulletins and une What's on Our Website?

on our website. [ Juﬂe 7 , For the latest information about
QOutdoor Mass & Picnic @ St. Bart's

Save the date, more details to come!

St. Bart's events and much more,
visit our website at www.st-barts.org.
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