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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, Year B 
Is 61:1-2,10-11; Lk 1:46-48,49-50,53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8,19-28 

 

JESUS:  THE CAUSE OF OUR JOY 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, December 16, 2017, 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. Masses 

Sunday, December 17, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Today, the Third Sunday of Advent, is Gaudete Sunday. 

Gaudete is a Latin word.  It means “joy.” 

The liturgy takes a break from purple and shifts to rose, 

  rose, the color for the third candle in the Advent Wreath, 

  rose, the color for the vestments, 

  not pink, mind you, but rose, the color of joy. 

To step away from purple, though, is a terrible mistake. 

We are behind “The Purple” all the way, 

  and a victory over the Bengals would give us great joy. 

 

But Gaudete Sunday comes to us long before football or the NFL. 

  Football as a sport has been with us a little over a hundred years. 

  Jesus has been with us a little over 2000 years. 

  So this is apples and oranges:  two very different things. 

 

When it comes to the Church, 

  this is not Week 15 of the NFL schedule, but the Third Sunday of Advent, 

  and the Church is not thinking about football, it is thinking about Jesus. 

It is possible to think about both, 

  but one is more important than the other. 

 

So when it comes to the middle of December, 

  the spiritual reason for our joy is that Christmas right around corner. 

It is only eight days away. 

When we remember the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem on that first Christmas, 

  it is cause for tremendous joy, 

    even more joy than a first down, a touchdown, or a victory. 

They are all good, but remember:  Jesus is the reason for the season, 

   and that Jesus is the cause for our joy. 

 

Joy to the world!  the Lord is come; 

  Let earth receive her king. 
 

One of the ways to prepare for Christmas is prayer, like we are doing now. 

If we spend time conversing with Jesus in prayer,  

  and if we are close to him, 

  we will have a much more joyful Christmas. 
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Jesus is the gift of Christmas. 

  The Father in heaven gave us his Son Jesus as a gift. 

  Following God’s example, 

    this is a time to give gifts, 

    and when we do so, we spread lots of joy, 

    and experience great joy ourselves. 

 

When we drive past a shopping center, like Ridgedale, and see all the cars, 

  and walk through the mall or a big store, 

  it is obvious that people are in the joyful spirit of giving gifts. 

Think of children, or yourself, 

  looking at the presents under the tree, 

    and the joyful anticipation. 

 

Maybe you saw the TV news on Friday evening. 

Vikings coaches and players went the children’s hospital, 

  and took a number of the children to a store, gave them gift certificates, 

    and had them go on a shopping spree. 

The TV reporter interviewed one boy, about twelve years old, 

  a cancer patient, going through chemo, without a single hair on his head. 

That young fellow was beaming with joy, 

  joyful to get out of the hospital, 

  joyful to get so much attention, 

  joyful to have a good day. 

So why did the coaches and players go to the hospital at all? 

  Because Jesus wants this. 

Jesus told his apostles,  

  “I was ill and your visited and cared me” (paraphrase, Mt 25:36). 

Jesus is the reason a person would go to the hospital. 

Jesus is the reason a person would give a gift. 

The birth of Jesus gives us joy, 

  and as his disciples, it is up to us to spread this joy. 

 

At the end of a long day, when I go home,  

  and when I plop down on the couch in front of the TV, 

  and I’m looking for a little joy, 

  I like to watch reruns, another episode of Law and Order. 

Off to the courtroom, and maybe, Jack McCoy, the prosecutor, 

  will win the case against a bad guy. 

 

This is a reason why I like the Gospel of John. 

It is constructed like a court case, 

  except the defendant in this trial is not a bad guy, 

  it is a good guy, Jesus, 

  and on this Gaudete Sunday, 

  the hope is that we will have a joyful verdict about Jesus. 
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In the other three gospels, Jesus is on trial at the end, on Good Friday morning. 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus is on trial from start finish, 

  and the trial begins with our gospel today. 

 

We can tell that it is a trial because of all of the legal terms that he uses: 

  testimony, testify, witness, truth. 

 

Chapter One of John’s gospel is the opening argument 

  and the calling of the first witness. 

 

This is the legal framework for John’s Gospel. 

 

The courthouse is the Grand Hall on the south end of Temple Mount. 

The courtroom is the Sanhedrin’s chambers. 

The chief justice, the presiding judge, is the high priest, Caiaphas. 

The prosecuting attorney is a lawyer, a scribe, and expert in the Mosaic Law. 

The defense attorney is the author of the Fourth Gospel, John the evangelist. 

The defendant is Jesus. 

The criminal charge against Jesus is impersonating the Messiah 

  which is illegal, according to the Mosaic Law, for any human being to do. 

And, very importantly, the jury is you and me. 

 

The defense attorney had to submit a witness list to the judge and the prosecution, 

  and the evangelist put together a fantastic list to bring testimony on Jesus’ behalf. 

 

Imagine listening to the bride and groom at Cana. 

  They testified, Jesus changed water into wine and “saved” our wedding (Jn 2:1-11). 

A royal official testified about how Jesus cured his son (Jn 4:46-54). 

A man who had been crippled 38 years testified  

  how Jesus cured him at the Pools of Bethesda (Jn 5:1-9). 

Another man testified how Jesus fed of 5000 with only five loaves and two fish (Jn 6:1-15). 

Another testified, “I saw him walk on water” (see Jn 6:19). 

 

John kept his star witness for last, Lazarus. 

Lazarus testified, “Jesus raised me from the dead!” (see Jn 11:43-44). 

It is impossible to do better than that. 

 

Today’s gospel is the lead witness, the first witness called to the stand, 

  and the goal is to make a strong impression on us, the jury. 

 

The evangelist called John the Baptist first. 

The Baptist was a very credible witness, the great prophet in the desert. 

  Hundreds, maybe thousands, had gone out to the desert to hear his preaching. 

  The Baptist changed countless lives as people decided to turn away from sin. 

  The Baptist’s word would be powerful and carry enormous weight. 
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So the court officer motioned to the Baptist to take the stand. 

 

As he stood before the courtroom, the court officer instructed him: 

  “State your name.” 

He replied, “I am John, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, the Baptizer.” 

 

The court officer continued, 

  “Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 

      so help you God?” 

John replied:  “I do.” 

 

With that, the interrogation began. 

 

The prosecuting attorney asked:  “Are you the Messiah?” (paraphrase, Jn 1:19). 

The Baptist testified, “I am not the Messiah” (Jn 1:20). 

 

Probing further, the prosecutor asked, “Are you Elijah?” (Jn 1:21a). 

The Baptist further testified, “I am not” (Jn 1:21a). 

 

The prosecutor pressed on:  “Are you the Prophet?” (Jn 1:21b). 

  [The Prophet would be the “new Moses,” the Messiah, see Dt 18:15.] 

The Baptist flatly refused:  “No!” (Jn 1:21b), “Absolutely not!” 

 

Losing patience, the prosecutor said, disrespectfully, 

  “Tell us who you are?” (Jn 1:22). 

The Baptist quoted Scripture back to the lawyer:  “I am a voice in the desert” (Is 40:3). 

Then the Baptist testified to the whole courtroom: 

  “There is one among you … the one who is coming after me” (Jn 1:26,27). 

The Baptist’s testimony was referring to Jesus: 

  “Jesus, the Messiah, is here.  The Messiah is present among us” (paraphrase, Jn 1:26,27). 

 

The Baptist testified, “This man Jesus, the one who is the Messiah,  

  is so great, so awesome, that I am unworthy to untie his sandals” (paraphrase, Jn 1:27). 

 

On this Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, 

  the Baptist, the lead witness, testified that Jesus, 

  the one born on the first Christmas is truly the Messiah. 

 

The author of the Fourth Gospel is hoping that we will render a joyful verdict, 

  that we will decide that the one who was born on the first Christmas, Jesus, 

  truly is the Messiah, the Son of God (see Jn 20:31a), 

  the Prophet, the true light, 

  and there is good news of great joy for those who come to this belief: 

    in the name of Jesus, believers enjoy the life grace of earth, 

    and in the name of Jesus, believes are blessed with eternal life in heaven. 

On Gaudete Sunday we rejoice, and Jesus is the cause of our joy. 


