
 

1 

 

THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3,8-9,17-18; Phil 1:20-24,27; Mt 20:1-16 

 

THE CLOSING OF THE ONE HUNDRED YEAR  

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

THE ST. BARTHOLOMEW BUILDING PROJECT 
Eph 2:19-22; 1 Pt 2:4-5,9-10; Rev 21:9-14 

Friday, September 22, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, September 23, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, September 24, 2017, 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 

A centennial is a tremendous milestone. 

  It is an occasion for great joy. 

  We have a lot to be thankful for. 

  We have a lot to be happy about. 

 

This weekend is the closing of our 100 year anniversary celebration. 

You may wonder why the closing is this weekend, 

  when the first Mass offered at our parish was on Christmas Day, 1916, 

  and our parish had its 100 year birthday last Christmas Day, 2016. 

We are nine months past the actual day. 

 

But, a lesser known fact, 

  is that on September 24, 1917, 

  the first church building, 

    the first Church of St. Bartholomew, was dedicated, 

  so we actually have an anniversary this weekend. 

 

And this weekend is a double anniversary, 

  because on September 22-23, 2007, ten years ago this weekend, 

  the parish moved into this new worship space for its first weekend of Masses. 

Just think, ten years already in this new church, 

  and – it’s paid for! 

 

When we celebrate an anniversary, 

  it is a little bit like sitting behind the wheel in your car. 

It is time to look in two directions: 

  to look into the rearview mirror, to celebrate the past, 

  but also to look through the windshield, to look ahead. 

 

When we look into the rearview mirror, 

  so much has been done by those who have gone before us. 

We have a rich heritage. 
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When you think of all the building that has taken place, 

  it reminds me of one of my favorite building projects. 

When I was a youngster, 

  the tallest building in downtown Minneapolis was the Foshay Tower. 

When I was in high school, 

  I got a chance to watch the construction of the IDS building. 

I drove through downtown on my bike every day of the summer  

  as I was going to work at the famous carwash. 

I watched the structural steel go up, one floor at a time. 

As the IDS tower got taller, 

  sightseers wanted to know tall the building was, 

  so the construction workers used white paint on the steel I-beams, 

  and every five floors, they would write the new number:  50, 55, 60, 65. 

 

The hole for the foundation of the IDS tower was huge, 

  and massive amounts of reinforced concrete are at the base of the building. 

And then the building starting climbing, 

  every single floor was built with solid materials, 

    structural steel, concrete, 

  because if the floors up above are going to be safe, 

    the floors down below have to be structurally sound. 

 

Imagine that the Catholic Church as a building, 

  not a church building, like the Cathedral or the Basilica, 

  but a skyscraper, like IDS. 

 

Let’s examine the skyscraper we call the Church. 

Of course, we begin with the foundation. 

Scripture says that the Apostles are the foundation (Eph 2:20a; Rev 21:14), 

  and our patron saint, St. Bartholomew, is at the base, 

  along with Peter, Andrew, James, and John and the others, 

  with Jesus as the cornerstone (Acts 4:11; 1 Pt 2:7;  

    see also Mt 21:42; Mk 12:10; Lk 20:17). 

 

Now, let’s investigate how tall the skyscraper that we call the Church is. 

Every generation builds one floor. 

Let’s say, for ease of computation, that one generation lasts 25 years. 

Over the course of a century, 100 years, there are four generations. 

During the first 100 years of the Church, the time immediately after the Apostles, 

  the earliest believers built the first four floors of the skyscraper. 

By the year 200 the Church was 8 stories tall. 

After the first 1000 years of the Church, 

  the Church was 40 stories tall. 

By 2000, just 17 years ago, the Church had doubled in height. 

  The skyscraper stood 80 stories tall. 

Construction is now underway on the 81st floor. 
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St. Peter says that the members of the Church are living stones (1 Pt 2:4). 

The Church is built, not with steel and concrete, 

  but with people, disciples, believers,  

    whose faith is as strong as steel and whose practice is as solid as concrete. 

As we watch the Church skyscraper go up, 

  it is one floor of believers built on another. 

 

When St. Bartholomew’s was founded in 1916, 

  the 76th floor has just been finished, and the 77th floor was under construction. 

Over the 100 year history of our parish, 

  four floors have been added to the skyscraper that we call the Church. 

Our ancestors in the faith have built very well. 

  Our parents built the floor immediately beneath us. 

  Our grandparents built the floor two stories down. 

  Our great grandparents built the floor three stories down. 

 

On our parish’s anniversary,  

  we rejoice over all of the building that has taken place  

    in the universal Church up until now, 

  but particularly the building that has taken place here  

    at the St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community over this past 100 years. 

 

But, as we celebrate the past, 

  we must be ever mindful that the skyscraper we call the Church is still going up. 

Who knows how tall it will ever be? 

Our concern is not the 100th floor or the 150th floor. 

Our concern is the 81st floor, 

  the floor that is under construction right now, 

    and all of us here are living stones (1 Pt 2:4). 

We are the building materials.  

We build on the foundation of the apostles,  

  and at our parish we are especially mindful of the Apostle Bartholomew 

  who did so much to give the Church a solid base at the beginning. 

Jesus is the cornerstone (Acts 4:11; 1 Pt 2:7). 

Jesus is solid rock (see Mt 7:25). 

 

The apostles had faith as strong as structural steel. 

  So should we. 

The apostles lived for Jesus and died for Jesus. 

  And so should we. 

 

We are living stones, 

  and the skyscraper of the Church is still going up, 

    one stone at a time, one floor at a time, 

  by the builders’ (comm)union, we, the Body of Christ. 


