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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year C 
Neh 8:2-4,5-6,8-10; Ps 19:8,9,10,15; 1 Cor 1212-30; Lk 1-4,14-21 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2019 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, January 26, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, January 27, 2019: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Catholic Schools Week begins today. 

It is an occasion of much happiness and celebration. 

Our Catholic school is vitally important ministry of our parish. 

 

Mary and Joseph could not send their young son Jesus to a Catholic school. 

The Catholic Church was born on the first Pentecost (see Acts 2:1-4) 

  which was after Jesus ascended to heaven (Acts 1:9). 

There were no Catholic schools in the First Century AD. 

 

Mary and Joseph were absolutely committed  

    to raising their son Jesus in the Jewish faith (see Lk 2:41; 4:16); 

  just like dynamic Catholic parents of today  

    are fully committed to raising their children in the Catholic faith. 

 

Mary and Joseph had a plan for how to educate their son Jesus. 

It started at home. 

Mary and Joseph were the primary teachers of Jesus, 

  just like our parents are the primary teachers of their children  

  (Gravissimum Educationis, Declaration on Christian Education, Vatican Council II, No. 3). 

Mary and Joseph taught Jesus simple words: 

  body parts:  nose, eyes, ears; 

  how to count:  one, two, three; 

  the names for his parents:  mommy, daddy. 

After Mary and Joseph taught Jesus elementary things, 

  and as Jesus got older, they taught more important things: 

    please and thank you, manners, respect for others (see 1 Cor 13:5). 

And very early, Mary and Joseph taught Jesus about God (see Dt 6:7): 

  that God created the world (Gn 1-2); 

  his prayers, such as the Shema (Dt 6:4-5) and Psalm 23; 

  and Bible stories, great figures like Moses and David. 

 

As we think about the role of Catholic schools, it is timely to ask, 

  “As Jesus got older, did Mary and Joseph send Jesus to a church school?” 

In those days they did not have religious pre-schools, grade schools, and high schools. 

But there was religious education outside of the home  

  done by teachers other than parents. 

In the gospel today, it says that Jesus went into the synagogue in Nazareth, 

  as he was in the custom of doing (Lk 4:16). 
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Jesus went to the synagogue multiple times per week, 

  every Friday and Saturday for a minimum,  

    and probably on other days, too. 

 

I have been to the synagogues in Nazareth, Capernaum, Chorazin, and Tiberias. 

The buildings have two parts: 

  the church or worship space was on one side, 

  and a big open community room was on the other side. 

They did not have church basements. 

  Under the topsoil it was solid rock. 

The community room is where the church members had their other functions: 

  the socials, the dinners –  

    and “school,” teaching the children and adults about their faith. 

In the time of Jesus, 

  worship and school were done in one and the same place, the synagogue. 

Devout Jews went to the synagogue to pray, 

  and they went to the synagogue to learn. 

Prayer and learning were inseparable. 

The synagogue was a church-school. 

 

When Mary and Joseph sent Jesus to the synagogue in Nazareth, 

  young Jesus was taught by the senior rabbi, one or more associate rabbis, 

    by other instructors, volunteer teachers, and other parents. 

The synagogue, even a little one like Nazareth, had its own faculty. 

 

So we ask:  Did Mary and Joseph send Jesus to a religious school? 

  Yes!  Sort of!  They sent him to their synagogue. 

Remember, the church and the school were one and the same. 

 

A parish school like ours follows the same concept as the synagogue in Nazareth, 

  a worship space on one side and an education center on the other. 

Like the synagogue of 2000 years ago, 

    the parish school is the place where parents and children worship together, 

  and because it is their spiritual home 

    it is also the ideal place for the children to learn about God, 

      and how to live one’s life according to God’s ways. 

 

And our parish school has its own faculty,  

  not a senior rabbi, but an old priest; 

  not an assistant rabbi, but our deacon; 

  not a head teacher, but our principal; 

  and a team of instructors, aides, and catechists. 

 

It takes a community to raise a child. 
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If Mary and Joseph lived in Wayzata, or Plymouth, or Orono today, 

  and if they were faced with a decision about where to send their son Jesus to school, 

  based upon their decision to send Jesus to the synagogue in Nazareth, 

  this would not be a difficult decision for them. 

 

Mary and Joseph would choose a parish school 

  because they sent their son to learn at the same place where they worshipped. 

Worship and learning go together. 

 

Let go back to the scene in the Nazareth synagogue in today’s gospel. 

Jesus was thirty years old (Lk 3:23). 

Jesus returned to the synagogue where he grew up (Lk 4:16). 

Jesus left his seat and walked up to the front of the synagogue. 

He climbed the steps. 

As he stood behind the pulpit, he was handed a scroll. 

He slowly unrolled it, 

  he read a passage from the prophet Isaiah (Lk 4:16-17). 

 

Jesus was the Lector for that day. 

This was not a new behavior for him. 

He had done it many times before. 

It was not only adults who were readers in the synagogue. 

Children read Scripture, too. 

Reading was important part of a young person’s formation. 

 

Please notice our readers for this Mass: 

  (Layla Nick and Bridget Wickner; Diana and Maggie Lenz; Dominic Sanchez), 

    children reading, not from Isaiah, but from Nehemiah and Paul. 

Whether it is Isaiah, Nehemiah, or Paul, it is all the Word of God. 

These school children did exactly what Jesus did, 

  and probably about the same age. 

This is worship and education at the same time. 

What you see here at Sunday Mass happens at every school Mass. 

  Children of every grade are the Lectors at our school Masses. 

Reading from the scroll, reading from the book: 

  learning through worship, church and school – one and the same! 

 

When Jesus read from the scroll, this is what Jesus proclaimed: 

“I have come to announce  

    glad tidings to the poor …  

    liberty to captives … 

    and sight to the blind” (paraphrase, Lk 4:18). 

 

All that Jesus promised is fulfilled in our school every day. 
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Glad tidings to the poor (Lk 4:18). 

Our students are rich in many ways,  

    great parents, nice homes, food and clothes,  

  but they are poor in other ways. 

When our children come to school, 

  learning-wise, some are rather poor: 

    poor in reading, spelling, addition and subtraction,  

      science and technology, art and music. 

Most of students do not start out with very much. 

But then, after preschool and kindergarten, first grade to sixth grade, 

  these students make incredible progress, 

    students who could not read before are reading at Mass; 

    students who could not spell are winning contests at spelling bees; 

    students who knew nothing about social studies are role-playing as the presidents. 

And to those who were once poor, become rich academically, 

  and this is glad tidings for the students themselves, their parents, and our parish. 

 

Liberty to captives (Lk 4:18). 

Do you think our students are captives? 

  Just ask their parents. 

Are your children sometimes in the grip of inappropriate behaviors? 

Do those bad behaviors sometimes show up in school? 

Kids will be kids, no matter what school. 

Sometimes kids lie and cheat, 

  or they are mean to other kids, 

  or they say bad words. 

Students need to be liberated from the bad behaviors that hold them captive, 

  and this is one of the greatest advantages of a Catholic school. 

The rule book for our school is the Gospel. 

The first rule is Jesus’ commandment to love (Jn 13:34), 

  not only of the home, to love mom and dad, brothers and sisters, 

  but also to love at school, classmates and teachers, 

    in the classroom, in the cafeteria, and on the playground. 

Every student, at one time or another, is captive to sinful behavior. 

Our teachers, like their parents, call children aside to point their misdeeds, 

  and explain the right way, the good and holy way, to behave. 

Occasionally students don’t listen very well, or they do something a little worse, 

  and they get a special trip to the principal’s office. 

And Mr. Fox, working together with parents and teachers, 

  will gently but firmly address the issue that is holding the student captive, 

  and with clear guidance and expectations, 

  time after time our students make the necessary adjustments, 

  and the student, once held captive, is liberated – which is a joy to behold. 
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Finally, sight to the blind (Lk 4:18). 

 

Our students have physicals, and are screened carefully for visions problems, 

  and most of our students can see pretty well. 

When Jesus spoke about sight, he was not speaking about the physical ability to see. 

When Jesus spoke about sight, 

  he was speaking about the ability to see with the eyes of faith, 

    and the ability to see him as the Son of God and the Savior of the World. 

Many of our students, when they come to school, do not see Jesus all that well. 

They don’t know about Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, 

  his death on the Cross, or his Resurrection. 

You would be appalled to know how many of our students, 

  when they arrive at school, 

    do not know the Sign of the Cross, the Our Father, or the Hail Mary. 

Many of our students have serious vision impairments. 

But after religion classes,  

  spiritual art projects, 

  concerts with religious music, 

  field trips to religious places, 

  sacramental preparation for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist, 

  prayer over the speakers at the beginning of every school day, 

  and preparing for the school Mass, and then going to the school Mass, 

  our students’ ability to see Jesus gets better and better. 

And what Jesus foretold comes true:  the blind receive their sight, 

  a healing miracle that happens with our student all the time. 

 

A parish school is a unique form of education, 

  a place for children to learn at the same place where their family worships, 

    because worshiping God and learning about God go together. 

 

Mary and Joseph gave Jesus the gift of a religious education at the synagogue in Nazareth, 

  and our parents can give their children the gift of a faith-based education 

    here at St. Bart’s School. 

 

A Catholic school is a place  

  where students who are poor become enriched, 

  where students who are captive are set free, 

  and where students who a blind are given the eyes of faith 

    to see Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 


