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THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Year B 
Lv 13:1-2,44-46; Ps 32:1-2,5,11; 1 Cor 10:31-11:1; Mk 1:40-45 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL FOUNDATION (CSAF) 2018 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, February 10, 2018, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, February 11, 2018, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

We have had quite a parade of special topics from Christmas until now. 

Last weekend was the Teaching Mass. 

The weekend before that was Catholic Schools Week. 

The weekend before that was the burning of the mortgage. 

And the weekend before that was the kick-off for evangelization, 

  the final phase of Ignite Your Faith. 

We have had four special weekends in a row, and this is the fifth and last. 

Our topic this weekend is the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation. 

 

There is a video. 

  There is bad news and good news about the video. 

  The bad news is that mechanism that raises the screen is still broken. 

    It might not even be fixable. 

  The good news is that the video can be formatted smaller 

    so that the entire video can be seen on the white section of the wall 

      to the left of the organ pipes. 

 

The video is 8 minutes and 43 seconds, 

  so first, a quick few words of introduction.   

 

You never received a report on how we did last year. 

That’s because the final results came in January, last month, and the results are fantastic! 

Our parish goal for 2017 was $76,751. 

The final amount donated by our parish was $133,137. 

We finished 73% over goal. 

We exceeded the goal by $56,386. 

We are on the Archdiocesan Honor Roll for percent above goal for last year. 

To those of you who contributed, a hearty “thank you”! 

 

For parishes that exceed their goal, there is a 25% rebate back to the parish. 

  Our rebate was $33,284, all which comes back to support our ministries. 

 

Here’s another piece of great news. 

  Two years ago 342 households participated. 

  Last year 402 households participated. 

This is an increase of 60 households. 

More and more of our parishioners see just how important the Catholic Service Appeal is, 

  and how much it deserves our support. 
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And how important is the Appeal? 

  Really important. 

There are a number of ministries that no one parish alone can support, 

  but need the backing of everyone. 

There are 18 of these ministries. 

You’ll see every one of them in the video, 

  things that cannot or should not be the responsibility of just our parish,  

    or any other parish, 

  but deserve the financial backing of all Catholics in our Archdiocese. 

 

The video is very well done. 

I would like to invite you to give it your careful attention. 
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COMMENTS AFTER THE VIDEO 
 

Every one of these 18 ministries is vital to the life of our Church. 

 

How much do I believe in the Catholic Services Appeal? 

  I’m on the Board. 

  I’ve already mailed in my donation. 

 

Almost everyone here gives donations to various worthy causes. 

Generosity is the third sign of a dynamic Catholic, 

  and we are a very generous parish, a very dynamic parish. 

 

The question is:  “Where should the Catholic Services Appeal go on our priority list?” 

When it comes to Stewardship of Treasure, 

  of how we make a return to God in thanksgiving for our blessings, 

  the Bible says that a person’s tithe goes to the place where one worships. 

The top priority is supposed to be one’s parish. 

So as members, when it comes to what we share, 

  St. Bart’s is supposed to be in the top spot. 

Charity begins at home. 

 

What comes next? 

Before the food shelf, before educational foundations, 

  before the arts and museums, before preserving the environment, 

  before the Red Cross or the Salvation Army, 

  comes the ministries of the local Church. 

As Catholics, our first call is to support the ministries of our parish. 

Our second call is to support the ministries of the diocese, 

  and the Catholic Services Appeal does just that. 

 

Let’s get down to the nuts and bolts. 

 

If you participated last year, I would like to invite you to participate again this year. 

  If you didn’t participate last year, I would like to invite you to participate this time. 

 

Next, let’s talk real dollars. 

Everyone shares according to their ability, to be sure,  

  and not everyone can give a big gift, 

  but I would like to challenge folks not to give token donation. 

A token donation:  “$10, $20, or $50 to say I participated and get them off my back.” 

Last year the average donation for the entire Archdiocese was $246. 

Half of the donations were over $250, 

  and that’s not a dollar a day for the year. 

If the Catholic Services Appeal ranks second place on our priority list, 

  many among us are in a position to be able to do a great deal of good. 

You donation is a marvelous way to honor God. 
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We tend to procrastinate:  “Oh, I’ll fill it out later.” 

  Well, let’s get it done right now. 

Our hope is to make this easy and convenient for you. 

You have already received the brochure and a return envelope in the mail, 

  but there are envelops and pencils in your pews. 

Please pass them down your pew, one envelope per household. 

  If you have already mailed in your donation,  

    just check the box to say you have. 

  If you haven’t mailed in your donation, 

    please indicate what you intend to give. 

  Then, if you would, please put the envelope in the collection. 

  If you wanted to write a check and you didn’t bring your checkbook along, 

    feel free to take the envelope home, and then mail it in. 

 

My friends, this is really important. 

We want our parish to be strong. 

We also want the ministries of the wider diocesan church to be strong. 

Jesus is inviting us to be his partners in building the kingdom of God. 

 


