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DECEMBER 8 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
PATRONAL FEAST DAY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Gn 3:9-15,20; Ps 98:1,2-3,3-4; Eph 3:1-6,11-12; Lk 1:26-38 

 

WHERE SIN ABOUNDS, GRACE ABOUNDS ALL THE MORE 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Friday, December 7, 2018, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Saturday, December 8, 2018, 9:30 a.m. Mass 

 

St. Paul has a wonderful saying: 

  “Where sin abounds, grace abounds all the more” (paraphrase, Rom 5:20b). 

This verse gives me tremendous hope, 

  and it is my prayer that it gives you great hope, too. 

There is absolutely nothing outside of the mercy of God. 

 

God is infinitely loving. 

God is infinitely compassionate. 

God is infinitely forgiving. 

 

So no matter what evil you or I have ever done, 

  no matter how big the sin, 

    God has mercy on us, 

    and God will forgive the evils and wrongs that we have done. 

 

When someone comes to the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  and confesses a downright terrible sin, 

  and is mortified, totally embarrassed, and wonders,  

  “What I have done is so bad.  How could God ever forgive me?” 

I tell the penitent, 

  “Where sin abounds, grace abounds all the more” (paraphrase, Rom 5:20b). 

God’s love is bigger than your or my worst sin. 

 

When we have committed a big sin, 

  and our relationship with God is severely injured, 

    what God wants the  most is to have us back. 

Remember, there is nothing outside of God’s mercy, not even our worst sin. 

 

This is no excuse or license to commit big sins. 

This is no reason to say, “I can do whatever I want, 

  even something really bad,  

  because whatever I do, God will forgive it.” 

God will forgive our biggest sins, 

  but to take advantage of God’s mercy is to disrespect God. 

If we really love God, 

  we would never, ever want to take advantage of God, or to offend God. 
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But, as it is, you and I, all here at Mass, 

  all who presumably love God, 

  we all still slip up and make mistakes, 

  make bad choices, 

  hurt others, 

  and sometimes do something downright awful, 

    something horrendous. 

 

Sin has been around for a long time, 

  almost from the beginning of time. 

Adam and Eve started out OK, 

  but it didn’t last very long. 

Adam ate the apple, the forbidden fruit (Gn 3:6b). 

So did Eve (Gn 3:6a). 

It is not so bad to eat an apple, is it? 

But it was not just the apple. 

Eating the apple represents something far worse. 

Adam and Eve wanted what they wanted, 

  not what God wanted. 

Adam and Eve were willful, stubborn, obstinate. 

They wanted to make their own choices. 

They wanted to make their own decisions. 

They did not want to take instructions. 

Their attitude was:  “Don’t tell me what to do!” 

Nobody is going to tell us what to do – not even God. 

And, of course, like for most sinners, it wasn’t their fault. 

Adam said Eve made him do it (Gn 3:12). 

Eve said that the serpent tricked her (Gn 3:13). 

They were totally unaccountable. 

 

You and I, there are lots of times that we are just like Adam and Eve. 

“The apple does not fall very far from the tree.” 

We have this thing inside of us where we want to do things our own way. 

We want to make our own choices, our own decisions, 

  and we don’t want anyone telling us what to do, not even God. 

This is Original Sin:  our inclination to put ourselves first. 

Our flesh has an inborn tendency to be selfish: 

  life is all about me and what is enjoyable for me. 

We come by this naturally. 

Adam and Eve got it all started. 

We, their children, have inherited a lot from them – too much! 

Sometimes the children look far too much like parents. 
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But, please, be consoled,  

  “Where sin abounds, grace abounds all the more” (paraphrase, Rom 5:20b). 

Adam and Eve’s sin is not the last word; 

  the love and mercy of God is the last word. 

God had mercy on Adam and Eve, 

  because not even their sin was outside of God’s grace. 

 

How did God fix this mess? 

 

God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son (see Jn 3:16). 

God so loved the world that he sent Mary to give birth to his only begotten Son. 

Jesus came to redeem us from our sins, 

  and his mother Mary brought our Redeemer into the world. 

 

It was God’s plan to cancel out the sins of Adam and Eve. 

  Jesus is the New Adam (1 Cor 15:22; Rom 5:12-21). 

  Mary is the New Eve. 

 

The Holy Spirit came down upon Jesus at his baptism (Mt 3:16; Mk 1:10; Lk 3:22; Jn 1:32), 

  and the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary when she conceived (Lk 1:35). 

 

Adam was tempted and gave in (Gn 3:6). 

Jesus was tempted and did not give in, saying, 

  “Father, not my will but yours be done” (see Mt 26:39b,42b; Mk 14:36; Lk 22:42). 

Eve was tempted and gave in (Gn 3:6). 

Mary was tempted to decline the angel’s invitation to be the mother of Jesus, 

  but she said, “Let it be done to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). 

 

Adam and Eve introduced sin into the world. 

  Jesus and Mary reintroduced grace into the world. 

Adam and Eve took us down the wrong road. 

  Jesus and Mary put us back on the right road. 

Adam and Eve were sinners. 

  Jesus and Mary were without sin from beginning to end. 

 

Jesus loves every one of us, his sheep, 

  no matter how sinful we may be. 

Jesus laid down his life on the Cross out of his love for us (Jn 10:15,17,18; 15:13), 

  and his Mary stood at the foot of the Cross out of her love for Jesus (Jn 19:25). 

 

With the saving death of Jesus on the Cross, 

  we have our salvation. 

Nothing is outside of the love of Jesus Christ. 

St. Paul is right, 

  “Where sin abounds, grace abounds all the more” (Rom 5:20a). 
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We can be forgiven for whatever sins we may have committed, 

  but from this point forward, 

  Jesus and Mary want us to be obedient,  

    like they were obedient (see Phil 2:8). 

 

The fundamental sin is to want to do things our way. 

The fundamental grace is to do things God’s way. 


