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EASTER 2019 
Acts 10:34,37-43; Ps 118:1-2,16-17,22-23; Col 3:1-4; Lk 24:1-12 

 

THE EXODUS JOURNEY OF JESUS 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, April 20, 2019, 8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass 

Sunday, April 21, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Easter Masses 

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

  R.  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Our entire faith rests on this belief:   

  Jesus is risen from the dead. 

 

St. Paul did a great job explaining the importance of the Resurrection. 

In his First Letter to the Corinthians, he wrote: 

  “If Christ has not raised, our faith is in vain” (paraphrase, 1 Cor 15:17a), 

    and “we are the most pitiable people” (1 Cor 15:19b). 

But, St. Paul goes on to say, 

  “Christ has been raised from the dead” (1 Cor 15:20a). 

 

Jesus is the first fruits of all who have fallen asleep (1 Cor 15:20b). 

This means that Jesus was the first one to be raised, 

  and very importantly, it means that we are scheduled to follow after him. 

    Jesus lived; we are alive. 

    Jesus died; we will die in the future. 

    Jesus ascended to heaven; and someday, sooner or later, 

      we will join in him, “Saints among Saints in the halls of heaven” (Roman Missal, 614). 

 

This is St. Paul’s faith. 

And it is your faith, and it is my faith. 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus is real. 

  Our faith is not in vain. 

  We are not to be pitied. 

The ones that I feel sorry for are those who have no faith in Jesus and his Resurrection 

  because they could have a happier and more meaningful life, 

  and they could have peace and hope in what will happen to them after they die. 

 

Before Jesus rose, he was quite a traveler, 

  and he had some major bumps along the way. 

 

For Jesus, his biggest trips were from heaven to earth at the beginning (see Phil 2:7), 

  and from earth back to heaven at the end (see Jn 13:3b). 

The hardest part of Jesus’ journey was between his birth and death. 

  This not rocket science.  It’s the same for every one of us. 
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Jesus was on a journey. 

  We are on a journey. 

 

St. Luke is very big on the journey. 

In fact, the second half of his gospel is called either 

  the Travel Narrative or the Journey Dialogue. 

 

St. Luke is very crafty about how he sets this up. 

For Luke, phase one of the journey goes from the Transfiguration to the Crucifixion. 

If you remember, Jesus went up a mountain (Lk 9:28) 

    and his face had a radiant appearance (Lk 9:29a) – like a face in heaven, 

    and his clothes became dazzlingly white (Lk 9:29b) – like the robes in heaven. 

Maybe you also remember that Moses and Elijah appeared (Lk 9:30), 

  and they also were wearing dazzling white garments (implied, Lk 9:31a). 

    They were visiting from heaven. 

God the Father gave Jesus a glimpse of heaven, 

  the final destination of his journey. 

 

Next, St. Luke very carefully inserts the journey word. 

Only in Luke do we hear about how Moses and Elijah were speaking with Jesus, 

  “and they spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem” (Lk 9:31). 

Exodus is the word. 

Exodus is a journey. 

The Israelites had a forty year exodus journey in the desert,  

  and Jesus would have his own exodus to Jerusalem. 

Like the Israelites who suffered much on their journey to the Promised Land of Israel, 

    Jesus would suffer much on his journey before he reached the Promised Land of heaven. 

 

Jesus had a very bumpy journey, 

  and it started right when he was born. 

King Herod wanted to kill the infant Jesus (see Mt 1-12), 

  and the Holy Family made their Flight to Egypt (Mt 2:13-15), 

  which is a very long and difficult journey. 

 

When King Herod died (Mt 2:19) 

  Jesus and Mary and Joseph made the journey back to Bethlehem (Mt 2:21). 

But the new king, Archelaus, was so brutal and violent that is was not safe there (Mt 2:22), 

  so they were forced to relocate and journeyed northward to Nazareth (Mt 2:23). 

 

When Jesus began his public ministry, 

  he took his preaching and healing ministry on the road. 

Jesus started by making a sentimental journey back home to Nazareth (Lk 4:16). 

  It was a bumpy start. 

  Things went so badly that his relatives and old friends  

    wanted to throw him over a cliff (Lk 4:29). 
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Then Jesus journeyed throughout the region of Galilee, 

  from synagogue to synagogue,  

    preaching and teaching and working miracles (see Mk 1:39). 

At Chorazin, the people rejected him (Lk 9:13). 

At Bethsaida, the people rejected him (Lk 13:9). 

Even back at Capernaum, his home base, many people refused to listen to him (Lk 9:15-16). 

Jesus had one bump after another along the journey. 

 

When the first half of his ministry was over. 

  It was time to leave Galilee and make his fateful journey to Jerusalem. 

This would be the bumpiest journey of all. 

Actually, “bumpy” is not the right word. 

“Incredibly difficult” would be more accurate. 

 

As hard as his journey was going to be, 

  Moses and Elijah showed up in dazzling white garments. 

Their whole purpose was to let Jesus know that things would turn out all right in the end. 

Things may be bumpy now, but heaven, the Promised Land, awaits you, 

  if you persevere and do God’s will. 

 

So Jesus embarked on his exodus journey to Jerusalem. 

  It wasn’t easy. 

He went through Samaria and the people were hostile (Lk 9:53). 

The journey continued through Jericho (Lk 18:35; 19:1) and Bethany (Lk 19:29), 

  and ended at the final destination of his journey:  Jerusalem. 

 

The bumps got bigger. 

  Jesus had bitter disagreement with the scribes and the Pharisees. 

  Jesus battled evil spirits. 

  Jesus was extremely disappointed with his disciples, 

    how they fought among themselves, 

    how they doubted him. 

 

If we think that Jesus had it easy just because he was the Son of God, 

  just banish the thought. 

 

Over these past three day we have recounted the hardest part of the journey: 

  the scourging at the pillar, the crowning of thorns, 

  being stripped of his garments, and being nailed to a cross. 

The last part of the journey could not have been more difficult. 

 

But St. Luke wants us to know that Jesus’ life on earth was the first leg of the journey, 

  and that Jesus had another exodus journey yet to come, 

    and he has a very beautiful literary way to express it. 
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On Easter Sunday morning, 

  when Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James went to the tomb, 

    they met two men in dazzling garments (Lk 24:10,4). 

It was no coincidence. 

  It was much like Moses and Elijah before. 

The first dazzling pair spoke about a journey, and so would the second. 

The two men told the women: 

  “Jesus has made his journey from death to life.” 

  And, “Jesus is about to make his journey from earth back to heaven.” 

 

It had been a bumpy journey, to be sure, 

  but his Father raised his son Jesus from the dead 

  and glorified him with the name above every other name (Phil 2:9). 

 

And on this great feast, Easter, we rejoice in Jesus’ victory. 

  Jesus has triumphed over death. 

  Jesus has conquered the grave. 

 

His victory gives us hope. 

 

The Good News of the Resurrection is that Jesus’ victory is our victory. 

Jesus has made the journey to heaven, 

  and he has paved the way for our journey. 

Where Jesus had gone, he wants us to follow. 

 

My friends, we are all on a journey. 

I don’t have to tell you that there are many times that our journey is very bumpy. 

Jesus persevered, and he wants us to persevere. 

Jesus is our constant companion along the journey. 

If things get extremely difficult, he may send angels to help us (see Lk 22:43). 

If our cross seems too heavy,  

  he may send a Simon of Cyrene to help carry it (see Lk 23:26). 

 

But journey, we must. 

 

After God calls us home, and people go to visit our grave, 

  stationed by the grave marker there will be two men in dazzling garments, 

  and when our relatives and friends ask about us,  

  those men in dazzling garments will reply: 

  “Your loved one is not here (see Lk 24:6a). 

    Why do you look for the living among the dead? (see Lk 24:5b). 

    Your loved one has made their last exodus, 

       their final journey to the Promised Land, 

       to be – for all eternity – with the one who was raised first, 

       the risen Savior, our Lord, Jesus Christ.” 


