
1 

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, Year C 
Acts 5:27-32,40-41; Ps 30:2,4,5-6,11-12,13; Rv 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 

 

FRIDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER 
Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2,4,22-24,25-27; Jn 21:1-14 

 

THE CHUCH OF THE PRIMACY, Galilee, Israel 
 

THE ASTOUNDING FORGIVENESS OF JESUS 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Friday, April 26, 2019, 8:00 a.m. daily Mass 

Sunday, May 5, 2019, 7:00 a.m., Minnesota Vikings 

 

The appearance of Jesus to his disciples along the Sea of Galilee 

  after his Resurrection speaks volumes about what Jesus is like. 

Jesus – the Lord – is kind and merciful. 

This ought to be a great encouragement to us. 

It sure is to me. 

 

The encounter between Jesus and his disciples happened at a very scenic place. 

For those of you who have made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 

  this took place at the Church of the Primacy, 

  on the northwest side of the Sea of Galilee 

  between Capernaum and Tabgha. 

 

Let’s review the most recent circumstances, 

  and it is not a pretty sight. 

 

The disciples had just failed Jesus on multiple counts: 

  Peter had denied Jesus three times; 

  when Jesus was arrested, ten of the disciples fled and abandoned Jesus; 

  when Jesus was on trial,  

    not a single disciple was either present in the courtroom or spoke in his defense; 

  when Jesus was hanging on the Cross, dying, 

    none of them were at the foot of the cross 

    which is tantamount to not visiting your dearest friend who is in hospice 

      or not visiting your dearest friend on their deathbed in the hospital; 

  and when Jesus was laid in the tomb, 

    again, none of them were present, 

    which is tantamount to missing your best friend’s funeral. 

 

The disciples were a huge let-down to Jesus. 

Jesus was hoping that he could depend on them, 

  but at crunch time, the time when people show their truest colors, 

  the disciples failed to come through. 
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Jesus had normal human feelings. 

Jesus must have been extremely disappointed. 

 

I would bet that he was hurt,  

  deeply offended, probably ticked off, angry. 

 

When a person is hurt the badly,  

  usually the person wants to retaliate or punish, 

    or maybe even break off the relationship. 

 

Let’s see what Jesus did. 

 

Jesus could have thought,  

  “I am not going to hang around with those guys anymore. 

      We’re done.” 

Not Jesus. 

Jesus went all the way from Jerusalem back to Galilee to hook up with them. 

There Jesus was, standing on the seashore, back with them again (Jn 21:4). 

It was an incredible act of forgiveness for Jesus to even be there, 

  to be willing to associate with his disciples again. 

 

Jesus would surely have been tempted to say something mean and nasty to them. 

Jesus could have easily said, “You idiots!”  “You imbeciles!” 

Not Jesus. 

When Jesus spoke to them, he said, “[My] children” (Jn 21:5). 

“Children.”  This is quite affectionate, 

    like a father speaking to his boys. 

The sort of kindness is quite unexpected. 

It was an expression of his forgiveness. 

 

Another thing. 

Jesus had done so many good things for his disciples. 

  He took them on trips. 

  He gave them special access. 

  They got to listen to him, see his miracles. 

Jesus could have easily said, 

  “After all that I have done for all of you, that’s it. 

    We’re done here.  No more good deeds.  No more favors. 

    You guys don’t deserve it.” 

Not Jesus. 

The disciples had not caught any fish (Jn 21:3b,5b). 

Jesus told them to cast the net over the other side (Jn 21:6a). 

And then he performed a miracle for them. 

They caught a boatload of fish (Jn 21:6b,8,11). 

The miracle was another expression of his forgiveness. 
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And there is more. 

Many times when a relationship goes sour, the person decides, 

  “I am not going out to eat with those people ever again.” 

Not Jesus. 

Jesus started a fire along the shore (Jn 21:9). 

Jesus himself was grilling bread and fish (Jn 21:9). 

Then Jesus invited, “Come on over. Let’s have breakfast together” (paraphrase, Jn 21:12). 

It was Jesus’ idea that they have a picnic together. 

It was his way to get reconnected to his disciples. 

It was a beautiful expression of his forgiveness. 

 

And finally, a remarkable thing. 

 

Jesus had this startup company – the Church. 

Then Jesus put together what seemed to be a great management team. 

  Peter was the CEO. 

  Judas was the CFO                                                                                                            . 

  The other ten disciples were the executive vice presidents. 

The company was new, up and running,  

  and looked like it would perform very well. 

 

Let’s say that you own a big company, 

  or you are on the Board of Directors of a big corporation. 

Let’s say you own a professional team like the Vikings 

  and the team has three losing seasons in row. 

Or let’s say you are on the Board of Directors for General Mills, 

  and General Mills has four losing quarters in a row. 

What normally happens is that head coach and all of his assistants get fired, 

  or the CEO and his top executives get fired. 

When things are really bad, 

  owners, Boards of Directors, clean house, 

    and bring in a new leader and a new team. 

Peter was a huge disappointment. 

  So were the other disciples. 

Jesus would have been perfectly justified to clean house and start over. 

But what does Jesus do? 

  He reinstated Peter. 

  He let Peter keep his job. 

  In fact, Jesus recommissioned Peter (see Jn 21:15,16,17). 

  Jesus gave Peter a long-term contract. 

And Jesus retained the other ten disciples as well. 

  Jesus still wanted them to stay on as the top execs in his new company. 

 

What Jesus did is not logical. 

It is no way to run a business. 
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Jesus is not your normal owner, 

  nor is he your normal board member. 

Jesus is kind and merciful. 

The fact that Jesus kept his leader and his team intact 

  was a stunning and unexpected expression of his forgiveness. 

 

We are Peter and the other ten disciples. 

We disappoint and hurt Jesus by the way that we deny and abandon him. 

We offend him with our wrongdoing,  

  our inattentiveness to him,  

    or our indifference. 

 

Yet, like with Peter and the others: 

  Jesus still wants to be with us, 

  Jesus still considers us his children, 

  Jesus continues to do great and mighty deeds in our lives, and 

  Jesus still wants us to have meals with him (i.e., the Eucharist). 

 

And, if we have erred grievously, 

    Jesus wants us to stay on his team, 

  and if we have been away for a while, 

    Jesus is more than happy to reinstate us. 

 

Jesus loves us. 

 

If we have strayed off the path, 

  he will forgive us. 

 

Jesus wants to dine with us, 

  not only at the banquet of the Eucharist, 

    which we are about to share with him, 

  but also at the eternal banquet in heaven 

    where Jesus wants us to be with him for all eternity. 


