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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, Year C 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 
Acts 13:14,43-52; Ps 100:1-2,3,5; Rv 7:9,14-17; Jn 10:27-30 

 

HE’S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, May 11, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, May 12, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

How’s that for a short gospel? 

Shortest of the year, only four verses. 

Blink, and it’s over. 

 

This short, little gospel has a big statement. 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is very protective of his sheep. 

Jesus said, quite emphatically, speaking of us, his sheep, 

  “No one can take them out of my hand” (Jn 11:28b). 

 

This “hand business” is very important. 

The hand is a symbol for strength, safety, and protection. 

One verse speaks about the hand of Jesus (Jn 10:28). 

The next verse speaks about the hand of God (Jn 10:29). 

 

Do you ever get a song in your head, 

  and you can’t get it out? 

As I was thinking about the hand of God, 

  a song kept playing in my mind. 

 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in hands. 
 

To be in the hand of God is to be well protected, 

  particularly from anyone who would want to do us harm. 

 

Let’s go back to the time of Jesus in Israel. 

Sheep snatching was a bad problem. 

Sheep were weak and vulnerable, 

  and there were two main threats:  wild animals and wild people. 

There were predatory animals roaming about, 

  wolves and mountain lions, that would pounce on a sheep and kill it. 

There were rustlers prowling about, who would pounce on a sheep and steal it. 

It was absolutely essential for the shepherd to stand guard and protect the sheep. 
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Jesus speaks in figures of speech, 

  and when he talks about sheep, he is talking about us. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd (Jn 10:11,14), and we are his sheep. 

So when Jesus talks about sheep snatching, 

  when it comes to us, 

    he is not talking about predatory animals and rustlers. 

You and I, right now, 

  we are in no danger of wolves killing us or thieves stealing us. 

 

So what is Jesus talking about? 

What predator is after us?  Because the danger is real! 

 

In the book of Job, Job said that  

  “the devil roams the earth and patrols it (Job 1:7)” 

The apostle Peter warns,  

  “Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion  

      looking for [someone] to devour” (1 Pt 5:8). 

 

The devil is roaming about and wants to pounce on us. 

 

The attacks of the devil are worse than a wild animal. 

  A wolf can injure or kill of body. 

  The devil can injure or kill our soul. 

 

So Jesus, wanting to reassure us, says, 

  “No one can take them out of my hand” (Jn 10:28b). 

When a person is in the hand of Jesus, 

  a person is perfectly safe from the attacks of the devil. 

 

If this is so, if Jesus protects us from the attacks of the devil, 

  why is it that the devil gets to us so often? 

The reason is because we want to get out of the hand of Jesus. 

 

When we read the lives of the saints, 

  there are many saints that have written about this. 

To be in the hand of Jesus, 

  to live a good and holy life is: 

    so dull and boring, 

    so plain and ordinary, 

    so vanilla, 

    just being kind, being responsible. 

What’s the fun? 
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The devil tries to trick us to get out of the hand of Jesus. 

The devil tries to make evil look glamorous. 

Come on out here where things are fun and exciting, 

    eating and drinking as wish,  

    big money, fast cars, getting a thrill, 

    staying up late, doing whatever you want, pleasure as you like. 

  Life’s a joy ride and you don’t want to miss out. 

 

Except the high life, life in the fast lane, 

  it’s an empty life; it’s a deception. 

If we want real meaning and purpose, 

 it is love, service, sacrifice, and the truth. 

 

If we really want protection, 

  and if we really want to be safe from the attacks of the devil, 

    we must want to stay in the protective hand of Jesus. 

 

The devil is prowling, looking for an opportunity to attack. 

The devil is sneaky, like a wolf in sheep’s clothing (see Mt 7:15). 

 

We had better beware. 

The devil attacks with  

  advertising,  

  TV commercials, 

  TV programing, 

  Hollywood movie producers, 

  comedians and singers, 

  people who tempt us to do bad things, 

  sometimes even masquerading as our friends. 

 

As Jesus is a shepherd for us, 

  many of us have a shepherding role with others. 

The most important shepherding role is the vocation of a parent. 

The parents are the shepherds, and their children are the sheep. 

Jesus would instruct parents, when it comes to your kids, 

  “No one can take them out of your hands”; 

  “Do not let anyone snatch them away!” 

 

There are many child snatchers: 

  an inattentive babysitter might snatch a child’s wellbeing; 

  unruly kids can snatch the opportunity to behave appropriately;  

  inept teachers can snatch the chance to learn and grow;  

  verbal and emotional abusers snatch self-worth and joy;  

  physical abusers snatch safety and security;  

  sex offenders snatch innocence and trust;  

  and cable operators and movie producers snatch moral values.   
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Parents need to be good shepherds, 

  and there many ways to hold children in protective hands: 

    by providing capable supervision;  

    monitoring playmates and school friends;  

    paying attention to TV programs and movies;  

    escorting children in dangerous places;  

    and keep children safely away from people of questionable character. 

 

Anyone who has responsibility for others is called be a good shepherd, 

  and to hold them in the protection of their hand. 

 

The Pope has the entire Church in his hands. 

Archbishop Hebda has the archdiocese in his hands. 

I have this parish in my hands. 

Our principal, Mr. Fox, has the school in his hands. 

Classroom teachers have their students in their hands. 

Coaches have their athletes in their hands. 

Doctors, nurses, and dentists have their patients in the hands. 

Lawyers and counselors have their clients in their hands. 

The police, firefighters, and paramedics have the community in their hands. 

Supervisors and managers have their employees in their hands. 

Life guards have swimmers in their hands. 

Airline pilots and bus drivers have their passengers in their hands. 

When I visited with our 5th and 6th graders in class on Friday morning, 

  the students accurately observed that  

    the 6th graders have the kindergartners in their hands. 

 

The devil is roaming the earth and patrolling it. 

Danger is lurking everywhere. 

Anyone who has responsibility for others needs to be a good shepherd 

  and hold those entrusted to their care in the safety of their hands. 

 

The best way for us to be good shepherds ourselves 

  is to remain in the protective hand of Jesus and live according to his ways. 

When we are in the hand of Jesus, 

  and in the hand of God, 

    then we can be good hands people. 

 

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, 

  let us rejoice and be glad, 

  because he’s got the whole world in his hands. 


