
 

1 

 

SUNDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

HOLY FAMILY, Year C 
A-B-C First Readings:  Sir 3:2-6,12-14; Ps 128:1-5; Col 3:12-21 

Year C Gospel:  Lk 2:41-52 

 

JESUS:  OBEDIENT, START TO FINISH 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, December 29, 2018 

7:30 p.m. Mass, Hilton Hotel, Minneapolis, MN, Vikings Mass 

 

I have always been intrigued by something about young Jesus. 

 

In this gospel, Jesus is twelve years old, (Lk 2:42), 

  equivalent to a seventh grader. 

 

The Archangel Gabriel has already told us some fantastic things about Jesus: 

  that he is the Son of the Most High (Lk 1:32a), 

  that God will give him the throne of his father David (Lk 1:32b), 

  that he will be a great king (implied, Lk 1:33), 

  and that his kingdom will never end (Lk 1:33). 

 

Jesus is God and King. 

A person could not be more important and have better credentials. 

 

So here is an intriguing thing. 

After Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple (Lk 2:46), 

  and after they took Jesus back home to Nazareth (Lk 2:51a), 

    he lived with his mother and father. 

Nothing too unusual about that! 

We hope that children will grow up with their parents. 

 

St. Luke only mentions one character trait for Jesus,  

  Jesus, the twelve year old, 

  Jesus, the early adolescent, 

  Jesus, the almost teenager, 

  and here it is:  Jesus was obedient to them (Lk 1:51). 

Luke singles out obedience. 

 

Luke wants to stress obedience above everything else. 

Luke could have said that Jesus was a loving young fellow, 

  or he could have said that he was polite and courteous, 

  or respectful and well-mannered, 

  or hard-working and industrious, 

  or bright and energetic, 

  but he mum about all of this. 
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Luke only mentions one thing about Jesus, that he obeyed his parents (Lk 2:51b). 

 

This is a critical detail. 

Why would Jesus who is God have to obey anybody? 

 

Young Jesus is human and divine, 

  and the human side has to be obedient. 

 

How hard is it for a teenager to obey his or her parents? 

I would propose to you that it might be the hardest task of all for an adolescent. 

Young people have a mind of their own, 

  and they want to do what they want to do, 

  except young children, and teenagers, too,  

  frequently don’t know what is best for them. 

 

Their parents have the experience, and their parents love them, 

  but kids think that they are smarter than their parents. 

 

Hence we have the Fourth Commandment: 

  “Honor your father and mother” (Ex 20:12a; Dt 5:16a), 

  or, put another way, “Obey your father and mother.” 

 

Children want to eat candy. 

  Mom and dad say, “Eat your fruits and vegetables.” 

Children want to watch TV or play on the computer, iPad, or smart phone. 

  Mom and dad say, “Do your homework.” 

Children and teenagers want to stay up late. 

  Mom and dad say, “It’s time to get to bed.” 

 

Young people regularly want to do things their way, 

  but mom and dad know better, and they want the best for their children, 

    so children have a moral obligation to obey their parents. 

If there is a virtue for children and teenagers, it is obedience. 

  Jesus obeyed Mary and Joseph:  he is the model child. 

 

For Jesus, being obedient to Mary and Joseph was just the beginning. 

The ultimate test for Jesus was not obedience  

  as a12 year old, or a 16 year old, or a 21 year old. 

The ultimate test for Jesus would be his obedience to his Father in heaven. 

Would Jesus obediently accept his Father’s will  

  that he preach to the crowds and heal sick? 

Would Jesus obediently accept his Father’s will and go to Jerusalem  

  where the earlier prophets had been persecuted and killed? (see Lk 13:34). 

And finally, on Holy Thursday night, when Jesus went to Gethsemane, 

  when it was clear that his Passion and death on the Cross was his destiny, 

  would he obediently say, “Not my will, but your will, be done?” (see Lk 22:42b). 
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Jesus was obedient, even to death on the Cross (Phil 2:8). 

 

As tough as it was for Jesus to obey Mary and Joseph, 

  it was even tougher for Jesus to obey his Father in heaven,. 

 

Luke completely understands that we want things our way 

  already when we are two or three years old. 

It does not get better as we get older. 

  In fact, it gets much worse. 

 

And of all places in the world, 

  this desire to do what we want, 

    this fierce independence, fierce individualism, 

  it probably is worst in the United States, 

    the land of the free. 

We Americans want to think what we want to think, 

  and to say what we want to say, 

  and we do not want to answer to anyone. 

 

Americans and modern society do not consider obedience a value. 

For God, obedience is of supreme importance. 

 

The desire to do what we want is part of the human condition, 

  it is engrained in us, 

    and it is proof of Original Sin. 

 

For us adults, like children, many of the things we desire are not good for us, 

    nor are they good for others. 

We need to obey a higher authority, 

  an authority that is all knowing, 

    that loves us, 

    and wants the best for us. 

 

Like children have a moral obligation to obey their parents, 

  we as adults have moral obligation to obey God. 

It is our duty to obey God’s will. 

The ideal is for our desire for ourselves to match God’s desire for us, 

  for God’s plan and our plan to be in sync. 

 

I would propose to you that to yield our will to God’s will 

  very well may be the hardest task of our entire life. 

Look at how hard it was for Jesus, 

  God’s only Son, during his Agony in the Garden. 

If it was hard for him, 

  it will be hard for us. 
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Obedience applies very widely – to everything, really. 

 

For coaches. 

Does God want me coaching? 

  If so, how does God want me to coach? 

  What is God’s will for how I should coach? 

  Will I obey God’s style and methods, 

    or will I insist on a different way? 

 

For players. 

Does God want me playing? 

  If so, how does God want me to play on this team? 

  What is God’s will for the way I should conduct myself? 

  Will I yield my will, submit, and obey? 

 

For everyone. 

Obedience applies to our relationships with others, 

  within the organization, outside of the organization, and in our families. 

Obedience applies to our plans and dreams, 

  not only for the team, but also for our lifestyle, and our life direction. 

 

Obedience is really hard. 

  It is really hard for kids. 

  It is even harder for adults. 

 

Kids think they know best, 

  that they are smarter than their parents. 

Adults think they know best, 

  that they are smarter than God. 

 

Jesus was obedient as a child, 

  and more importantly, Jesus was obedient as an adult. 

 

Obedience is a virtue of supreme value. 

 

When we are obedient, 

  we advance in wisdom, age, and favor before God (see Lk 2:52). 


