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THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year C 
Amos 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2,4-6,7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 

 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, September 17, 2016, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, September 18, 2016, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Thirteen months ago, last August, 

  I was chatting with a psychologist friend of mine. 

He is oh so smart. 

He is a wonderful consultant, 

  well read, many years of experience, very wise. 

 

So John asked me a question that many, many people ask me, 

  “Father Mike, how are things going at your parish?” 

I replied, “Really good. 

  St. Bart’s is a wonderful place. 

  There is a great community spirit. 

  We did a capital campaign right away after my arrival. 

    The response by the parishioners was amazing. 

  We needed $4.1 million.  The parishioners pledged it all. 

    We’ve received three-quarters of it already. 

  We have a new principal in the school, 

    and people feel really good about the school. 

  The parishioners really like the music. 

  There is no crisis.  We’re rolling along, A-OK!” 

And, I was really proud of us. 

 

And this wise psychologist scratched his head 

  and he paused, and he thought deeply for a moment, 

  and with a concerned look on his face, he observed, 

“Fr. Mike, rolling along OK is a very dangerous place. 

  Because OK today becomes OK tomorrow,  

    which becomes OK a month from now, which becomes OK next year. 

  OK becomes the routine.  Then OK becomes a rut.   

  Then, without really realizing it, you find yourself stuck. 

  It’s time for some turbulence at your place.   

  It is time to stir things up because OK is not OK. 

  OK is the enemy of great.” 

 

Just when I thought we could kick back a little 

  and maybe even pat ourselves on the back. 

I knew right then and there that he couldn’t be more right. 

We dare not think that because we are doing pretty well, 

  that we have achieved the heights of holiness. 
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Actually, John’s insight, “OK is not OK,” 

  is a perfect match with Jesus’ gospel message. 

When is the last time that we heard Jesus say, 

  “You’re OK right where you are, 

     and I hope that you stay put; no change needed”? 

Jesus never talks like this. 

Jesus loves us where we find ourselves today, 

  but he constantly is calling us to more. 

 

Jesus wants more of us. 

It reminds me of a song from Godspel. 

Maybe you know it. 

 

Day by day, O dear Lord, three things I pray: 

  to see thee more clearly, 

  to love thee more dearly, 

  to follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
 

The operative word here is “more,” “more,” and “more,” 

  because OK is not OK. 

When it comes to the spiritual life, 

  it is an imperative that we see our Lord more clearly, 

    that we love our Lord more dearly, 

    and that we follow our Lord more nearly. 

 

Jesus wants us to be more loyal to him, 

  to be more faithful to him, 

  and to be more courageous in the way we live out the gospel. 

 

So last fall your Pastoral Council spent a weekend on retreat 

  and acknowledged that things are going pretty well here, 

    but that we dare not get stuck in a rut. 

 

Everyone looked each other in the eye and said, 

  “If we can do a campaign to raise money, and do it with great success, 

      we can do a campaign to raise faith, and do it with great success.” 

 

Four council members volunteered to spearhead this, 

  Shelly Dau, Jonell Cella, Teresa Litfin-Wertz, and Art Kearney. 

They took it upon themselves to stir things up for us, 

  and from their prayer and reflection, and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

  our new spiritual initiative, Ignite Your Faith, was born, 

  and we are kicking it off this weekend. 

 

I hope that you will agree that OK is not OK, and that Jesus wants more of us. 
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So the committee went on a hunt for a framework for how to do a spiritual campaign, 

  and they found a book by Matthew Kelly. 

They recognized his name right away because he wrote Rediscover Catholicism 

  which was used throughout the Archdiocese a few years ago. 

Matthew Kelly has another book, 

  The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic, 

  and if there is anything that we want to be here at St. Bart’s, 

  it would be dynamic Catholics, individually, and all of us together. 

Dynamic is far better than OK. 

 

Matthew Kelly and his team did a major research project, 

  “What does the most engaged and active Catholic look like?” 

After visiting with thousands of Catholics, 

  four themes clearly emerged. 

Dynamic Catholics, Catholics who are on fire for Jesus, have four things in common: 

  they pray every day; 

  they keep on studying and learning about their faith; 

  they are generous, not only with their money to the church and charities, 

    but in the way that they share with others; 

  and that they are not afraid to speak about their faith, 

    they talk to others about their beliefs and values. 

The four signs are prayer, study, generosity, and faith sharing. 

 

It is all described in the book, The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic. 

After Mass, this book will be available at exit doors as you leave the building, 

  one copy per household. 

It is free.  Please, please take one. 

Please hang to it because we are going to use it for the next two years. 

And please, jump on board with this spiritual campaign, and read it, 

  particularly the first chapter, real soon, within the next two weeks, 

  because OK is not OK, and Jesus wants more of us. 

 

We are all at a different place on the faith continuum. 

Some people pray every day, some pray once a week, others hardly at all. 

Some study their faith quite often, others haven’t studied since Confirmation. 

Some give a lot, others don’t give a nickel. 

Some are dynamic, others barely have a spark. 

Remember, Jesus loves everyone here just the way we are today, 

  but Jesus wants more of us. 

The beauty of Matthew Kelly’s approach is that it doesn’t aim for a mega change, 

  because radical change takes too much time and it is too hard to do. 

Matthew Kelly wants little changes, small steps, incremental moves, 

  that are realistic, achievable, and sustainable. 

Over the next two years, in four separate segments, 

  we are going delve into each sign so that we can make headway 

  and be more dynamic in the way that we practice our Catholic faith. 



 

4 

 

We would like to try to measure how we improve spiritually as a parish. 

This is like in class when there is a pre-test and a post-test to measure learning. 

There are slips of paper in your pews, and pencils, too. 

We would like each person to take a slip and to rate yourself 

  on each of the four signs. 

The goal is not to check up on you individually. 

  Please notice, there is no place for your name.  It is completely anonymous.   

The goal is to tally up these sheets and find an average score for the whole parish. 

Then after we complete a four to sixth month segment, we’ll do a post-test, 

   to check on the progress we are making as an entire parish. 

Please be honest.  Please don’t overestimate you status. 

It is just four circles.  First impressions are best.  You can do this fast. 

Then put the slip in the basket at collection time. 

 

This spiritual initiative is a matter of the greatest importance. 

I couldn’t be happier that we are embarking on this spiritual effort as a parish. 

I wasn’t ordained to raise money; 

  I was ordained to raise faith. 

The church building may be important, 

  but the faith of the people in the building is more important. 

We are here because of Jesus Christ. 

We are his disciples. 

Every week the goal is to see Jesus more clearly, 

  to love Jesus more dearly, 

  and to follow Jesus more nearly. 

This will happen if we pray each day, 

  study our faith, practice generosity, and share our beliefs with others. 

 

OK is not OK. 

OK is the enemy of spiritual advancement, of greater holiness. 

 

Now, as a sign of each person’s willingness to embrace this initiative 

  and to participate in it for the next two years 

  we are going to have a candle lighting ceremony similar to the Easter Vigil. 

 

First, a flame will be ignited in the sanctuary. 

  Then the fire will be blessed, 

Next, the flame will be distributed to you, 

  and with a lit candle in your hand, 

  there will be a prayer of consecration and commissioning. 

 

The day has come. 

Now is the time to Ignite Our Faith. 


