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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2,6-7,8-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20 

 

GENEROSITY:  THE HAPPIEST PEOPLE I KNOW 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, September 9, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, September 10, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Our gospel today ends, 

  “Where two or three are gathered in my name, 

      there I am in their midst” (Mt 18:20). 

There are a lot more than two or three of us gathered here together at this Mass. 

We are all gathered here in the name of Jesus. 

Jesus is right here, right now! 

 

This Mass, the Gospel,  

  the Eucharist, our gathering, 

    is all about Jesus. 

Jesus is the Messiah (Mt 1:16; 16:20; 23:10),  

  the Son of God (Mt 16:16; 27:54), 

  and Jesus loves you, and Jesus loves me (see Rom 5:8; 1 Jn 4:19). 

Jesus has loved you your whole life long, 

  and he loves you at this very minute. 

Jesus loves you just the way you are, 

  but Jesus wants more from you. 

 

Jesus loves us, 

  but he is not satisfied with us. 

Jesus knows that we all hold back. 

Jesus wants us to give our entire lives to him. 

We may give a lot,  

  but we do not give our all. 

    Some are in part-way. 

    Others are in most of the way. 

    None are in all the way. 

None of us have taken the complete plunge. 

 

Hence, our parish started Ignite Your Faith. 

 

If you think that I was fired up about Going to the Well, 

    and raising money to retire the parish debt, 

  I am even more fired up about Ignite Your Faith, 

    and raising our faith. 

 

Jesus wants us to come closer to him. 

Jesus wants a deeper relationship with every single one of us. 
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A special committee of your Pastoral Council developed Ignite Your Faith. 

Our lay leaders realize that OK is not OK. 

 

When did you ever here Jesus say,  

  “I’m OK with you just the way you are.  No improvement necessary”? 

Jesus is not satisfied with medium or pretty good, or even very good. 

Jesus is calling us to the heights of virtue and holiness (see Mt 5:1-12,48), 

  to love him with our whole heart (see Jn 21:15-17). 

Jesus loves us the way we are, 

  but he wants more from us. 

 

So one of our council members, Teresa Wertz,  

  found Matthew Kelly’s book, The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic, 

    and the committee agreed it would be a great framework for our faith raising campaign. 

I hope that you still have a copy of the book. 

If you have read the book, it’s time to review. 

If you have not read the book, it’s time to get going.   

 

Matthew Kelly’s research revealed that dynamic Catholics have four things in common: 

  they pray, and they pray regularly, every day; 

  they study, they keep learning about their faith; 

  they are generous, they share gladly with others; 

  and they evangelize, they talk about their faith with other people. 

 

This is a two-year initiative with four parts. 

We have completed year one and the first two parts: 

  prayer was part one, and study was part two. 

Across the board, you have reported progress in both prayer and study. 

And for whatever progress we have made, Jesus is still not satisfied. 

If we are honest with ourselves, 

  we know that our prayer can still improve, either in regularity or quality; 

  and our study can improve, because we all have a lot more to learn about our faith. 

 

Today we kick off year two, 

  and we look into the third sign of dynamic Catholic:  generosity. 

In the book, The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic, 

  generosity is chapter four, and it is entitled The Happiest People I Know. 

It is not too long, pages 109-140, 31 pages, a very, quick easy read. 

Please give it a read, a few pages at a time, or all it once. 

I promise you, it will be most worthwhile for you. 

 

When Mathew Kelly was doing his research, he discovered a pattern. 

  Stingy people, selfish people, are restless, discontented, and unhappy. 

  Generous people are upbeat, cheerful, and happy (p. 109), 

    in fact, the happiest people he knows. 
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There are two major frameworks operating here. 

  The world tells us that we will be happy if we have a lot of stuff (p. 111). 

    It is all about getting things, ownership, accumulating things. 

    But possessing things is all about me; it is greedy (p. 115), 

    It is about what I earned, what I deserve, what belongs to me (p. 113), 

      and the worry about protecting it or losing it. 

   The world tells us that having lots of stuff is the path to happiness. 

 

  God tells us something entirely different. 

    God wants us to focus, not on ourselves, but on our neighbors; 

    God does not want us to cling to things, but to share things. 

    God wants us to realize that we don’t deserve anything. 

      Everything that we have is a gift from God, 

         and if it is a gift from God, we have it on loan to use, and it is not strictly ours, 

         and it is intended to be shared with others. 

    God tells us that generosity is the path to true happiness (p. 111). 

 

We have two vastly different approaches here, to focus on: 

    material things or people, 

    self or others, 

    what I’ve done and deserve or what God has given to me undeservedly, 

    keeping things or sharing things, 

    a miserly unhappy lifestyle or a generous joyful lifestyle. 

 

God is generous with us (p. 110-111), 

  and God wants us to be generous with each other (see Jn 13:15). 

 

When it comes to our generosity right at this very minute, 

  Jesus loves us the way we are, 

    but Jesus wants more from us. 

No matter how generous we may have been in the past, or may be now, 

  everyone holds back to some extent, none of us are perfect, 

    so each of us can be more generous. 

 

Generosity is based upon gratitude (p. 112). 

Grateful people appreciate their blessings. 

I am a big proponent of mission trips, 

  and a big reason is to help people appreciate their blessings. 

 

I have had the good fortune of doing some international travel. 

I have a priest friend who has relatives on Harbor Island in the Bahamas. 

It is east of Fort Lauderdale. 

There is a resort on Harbor Island, and some nice homes along the shoreline, 

  but the village in the center of the island is very poor, and the homes are little shacks. 



 

4 

 

My trip to the grocery store changed my life. 

Honestly, the store is the size of the sanctuary. 

A boat brought supplies twice a week. 

There was one brand of peanut butter. 

There were two or three kinds of breakfast cereal. 

There was milk as long as it lasted, 

  and if it ran out, it was necessary to wait until the next supply boat.   

And while shopping, the electricity went out, 

  because the guys at the power plant were drinking again. 

After I came home, grocery shopping was forever changed for me. 

When I go to Cub, when I go to Lund’s, 

  there are aisles and aisles of food. 

My refrigerator has everything I could ever need. 

I have never gone to bed hungry one day in my life. 

After seeing the poverty of the island, 

  every single time I walk into the grocery store I am filled with gratitude, 

  and I thank God for the wonderful blessing. 

 

I was on a Caribbean cruise that stopped at Cozumel, Mexico. 

I went on an excursion to see Mayan ruins, a bus ride about 50 miles inland. 

The bus ride forever changed my life. 

We drove past these poor Mexican homes: 

  a concrete slab, corrugated tin for walls and the roof, 

  one bare lightbulb, a single room for the whole family. 

For us, it would be unacceptable for a garage or for our pets. 

Every day when I get out of bed, and after I pray my morning offering, 

  I offer God prayers of gratitude for the house, the furnishings, the clothes, everything, 

  because I have been so richly blessed. 

 

My friends, when we live in the USA, when we live in Minnesota, 

 for almost everyone here, we are richly blessed, 

  and if we are able to count our blessings, 

  we will have very grateful hearts, 

  and if we have grateful hearts, and we appreciate what God has given to us, 

  which enables us to be generous. 

 

I have a little reflection question for you: 

  who is the most generous person you know? 

The most generous person I know is my mom. 

For mom, it is not about giving money. 

For mom, it is about giving her whole life to her family. 

She is generous morning, noon, and night. 

It is not about her, it is about others. 

Her generosity is an act of faith, an act of love, and she is really happy. 

Matthew Kelly is right:  the happiest people that Kelly knows are generous. 
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Matthew Kelly also says that generosity is measurable (p. 124,125). 

  If you cannot measure it, you cannot change it (p. 126). 

And, the amount of money that we share is measurable (p. 128-131). 

And, we all hold back; we are resistant (p. 127). 

Kelly also says that if we do not make generosity a priority, 

  that it will never happen (p. 128). 

 

You may remember, at the beginning of Ignite Your Faith, 

  that there was a self-assessment, a pretest, that was filled out in the pews. 

Each of us was given a chance to rate ourselves on each of the four signs: 

  prayer, study, generosity, and evangelization. 

The numbers were published in the bulletin, so let’s review the results.  

As a parish, we rated ourselves lowest in evangelization. 

  We are reserved when it comes to faith sharing with others. 

Our next lowest rating was study, 

  because most do not do much extra reading on religious topics. 

Prayer was second best. 

  Most of our parishioners pray at least several times a week. 

We rated ourselves highest in generosity. 

When it comes to our members, 

  many realize that they have been greatly blessed. 

  There is a great philanthropic spirit in our community 

  The people of our parish are very generous with many worthy causes, 

    and also very generous with the parish. 

 

But Bishop Fulton Sheen comes at this in a way that I have never heard or read before. 

Listen to what Bishop Sheen has to say: 

  “Never measure your generosity by what you give, 

      but rather by what you have left” (p. 117). 

 

Just think, when we give as we do, 

  how much we have left afterword. 

We have a tremendous capacity to be yet more generous. 

 

At the end of the chapter, Matthew Kelly issues “The Generosity Challenge” (p. 131-136),  

  and he makes no apologies about it. 

He stepped up to tithing, giving 10 percent, himself (p. 132-134), 

  and he challenges all Catholics to tithe, to give ten percent (p. 135). 

It can be done gradually, over a number of years, but it is the long term goal. 

 

God has been generous to us,  

  and God wants us to be generous with others. 

Remember, Jesus loves us the way we are,  

  and very importantly, Jesus wants more from us! 


