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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, Year B 
Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31 

 

THE EVANGELIZATION CHALLENGE 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, April 7, 2018, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, April 8, 2018, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

The Easter Season is seven weeks, 50 days. 

We have one week down, and six weeks to go, 

  or 7 days down, and 43 days to go. 

The Easter Season is headed toward a grand and glorious conclusion, 

  the coming of the Holy Spirit:  Pentecost. 

This year Pentecost will be special for our parish 

  because Pentecost will be the grand and glorious conclusion to Ignite Your Faith, 

  our two year journey through Matthew Kelly’s book, 

    The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic. 

 

Our aim is to be like the original apostles. 

They were not all that dynamic at the beginning (see Mt 6:30; 8:26; 14:31), 

    but after the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

  they became incredibly dynamic (e.g., Acts 2:6,14f; 3:11f; 4:8f,20). 

 

All of us are alive in the Holy Spirit, 

  through our Baptisms, our Confirmations, and other ways, 

  and if we would just cooperate a little bit better, 

    we can become even more dynamic. 

 

Over the past year and a half, 

  we have paid attention to three ways to be dynamic in our Catholic faith: 

    to be people who pray, 

    people who study our faith, 

    and people who are generous. 

 

In January we started the fourth and final phase of Ignite Your Faith, 

  the fourth sign of a dynamic Catholic, 

    evangelization, people who share their faith. 

We are on the home stretch, 

  the last six weeks of our evangelization push, 

  the last six weeks of the Easter Season. 
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In our gospel today, the risen Jesus appeared to his disciples  

  who were hiding in fear behind locked doors (Jn 20:19). 

Jesus’ conversation with his disciples went something like this: 

  “My Father in heaven sent me here (see Jn 3:16,17; Jn 16:5,28; 1 Jn 4:9). 

    My Father wanted me to show people who God is and what God is like (Jn 1:18; 14:9b), 

       and how much God loves everyone (Jn 16:27a; 1 Jn 4:8), 

       and how God wants everyone to be saved (Jn 3:17). 

    My Father sent me here to proclaim the Gospel (Jn 3:34), 

      to explain the Kingdom of Heaven and what God wants. 

    And, as I you told earlier, I was originally in heaven with my Father (Jn 1:1,2) 

      and then I came down to earth to be with you for a time (Jn 1:14; 3:13; Phil 2:7), 

      but it won’t be long until I go back to my Father (Jn 14:28; 16:4,7a,10b) 

        and retake my place in heaven (Jn 13:3b; 14:12b; 16:5,28b). 

    So, I’m leaving (Jn 16:10a) and you are staying. 

    I’ll be with you in spirit. 

      I will be near you (Jn 14:18). 

      I will help you. 

    But, here’s the deal. 

    If I’m in heaven and you are here, 

      you must do my work once I’m gone. 

    You have to show people who I am and what I am like by your good works. 

    You have to be my voice by proclaiming my gospel to others for me. 

    My Father sent me here to do this for you, 

      and now I am sending you to do this for others” (see Jn 20:21). 

 

I don’t want to be glib or disrespectful, 

  but Jesus is acting like a director of sales and marketing. 

He has a huge area, the whole world. 

The disciples are his regional sales reps. 

Jesus is reviewing their job descriptions. 

For his disciples, it is going to involve lots of traveling. 

Jesus did not assign their areas. 

  He let them decide who gets what after he left. 

 

Jesus wanted them to be sure that they understood what he wanted them to do. 

“Teach people everywhere what I commanded you” (see Mt 28:20). 

“Live the gospel.  Speak the gospel. 

  Go out and be my sales reps. 

  You have the best “product” in the world, me and my gospel. 

  If people will receive what you have to say:  

    they will have a meaningful life; 

    they will save their souls; 

    and they’ll be on the road to heaven.” 

 

After explaining all this, Jesus said, 

  “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20:21). 
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Jesus knew that this would require great courage and determination. 

There would be times that it would be extremely difficult for them to be his voice (Jn 16:33b). 

So Jesus “breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the holy Spirit’” (Jn 20:22). 

Jesus wanted to equip them with the power and strength they would need, 

  power and strength that comes from the Holy Spirit. 

 

After the risen Jesus gave his disciples their marching orders, 

  they went off and spread the gospel to many different places: 

    Matthew to Ethiopia, 

    Andrew to Greece, 

    Thomas to India, 

    James to Spain, 

    Peter to Rome, 

    and our own Bartholomew to Armenia. 

 

Disciples of Jesus Christ share his gospel with others. 

  The gospel is not something that a person holds privately for one’s self. 

  Christianity is missionary. 

  Every believer is sent. 

 

Jesus is begging every single one of us to take the Good News that he has given to us 

  and to share it with someone else. 

When we share the gospel with others 

  it pleases Jesus 

  and it proves that our faith is dynamic. 

 

Right now we are in the final weeks of Phase Four on Evangelization. 

  It would be great to finish with a flourish, to finish in style. 

The Ignite Your Faith Committee wants to help us do this. 

They have come up with the four-week Evangelization Challenge. 

  It is creative and fun. 

The goal is to make this as easy as possible for every one of us, 

  for kids, for adults, for seniors – everybody. 

 

The Committee has made a small booklet for us. 

  It is very user-friendly. 

 

First, it provides a number of ways that we can share our faith with others. 

 

Each idea has a short explanation,  

  only a couple of sentences. 

You don’t have to read much, 

    and it is clear and understandable. 
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Even the list is short: 

  give someone a spiritual book (available on table in Gathering Area), 

  give someone a prayer card that explains how to pray (also available on the table); 

  pray with someone or pray for someone; 

  tell someone what God has given to you, and how grateful you are; 

  write about your faith on social media, 

    like Facebook, or Twitter, or Instagram;  

  invite someone to a church activity, 

    like the school music program or Bible Study; 

  or ask someone to come with you to Mass. 

 

The other part of the booklet provides some ideas about who we might invite, 

   because it is a good idea to give this some forethought. 

It could be a friend, a classmate, a family member,  

  a co-worker, a neighbor, or even a stranger. 

 

Hopefully every single person here will take a booklet as you leave after Mass. 

  Let’s get on board.   

  The more the merrier. 

We don’t just want dynamic individuals. 

  The goal is a dynamic parish. 

 

There are four tear-out pages in the booklet, one for each of the four weeks. 

  Design your plan for the week. 

  Then carry it out. 

  Afterward, please write it up. 

  It is a good reflection tool for you to ponder what took place. 

  Then, if you would, please bring the slip to church 

    and put it in the box on the Evangelization table near the Information Desk. 

  Because another aspect to evangelization is sharing our stories with each other, 

      like in the parish bulletin, or in the e-Flames, 

    because when we see how we sharing the gospel as a parish 

      it strengthens everyone’s faith. 

 

The finish line for Ignite Your Faith is in sight. 

This is a four-lap race, 

  and we’re on the last lap, evangelization, 

  and we’re coming down the home stretch. 

The Evangelization Challenge is a great tool to get us home. 

Remember, when we share our faith, 

  we are doing exactly what Jesus wants. 

 

After Jesus rose from the dead, 

  and before he ascended to heaven, 

  he made his desire very clear to his disciples: 

  “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20:21). 


