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LESSONS AND CAROLS 
December 15, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

 

This is Advent. 

It’s almost Christmas. 

This is a joyful time. 

These are joyful hymns, joyful readings. 

But sometimes I get a little irritated. 

Really.  I do. 

I have this pet peeve about  

  when there is a term, a word, that has been in use for a long time, 

    a perfectly good word, 

  and then some brainiac comes up with new jargon  

    to replace a word or phrase that is just fine. 

 

You see this in business. 

You see it in education. 

And sometimes you see it with liturgists. 

  Isn’t that right, Mr. Clarke? 

  Maybe I’d get in trouble if Fr. Joncas was here tonight. 

 

Here’s the deal. 

My former liturgist went to a convention. 

Conventions are dangerous, 

  the land of new ideas, the land of new jargon. 

She came back and announced to me: 

  “The Advent Season is no longer. 

    The Christmas Season is no longer. 

    The Advent-Christmas Season has a new name. 

    The new name, the new jargon, is a combined name for both seasons: 

       this is the Incarnation Season. 

    Advent prepares for the Incarnation. 

    Christmas celebrates the Incarnation. 

    Bye-bye to Advent, bye-bye to Christmas.” 

 

Do you know how I felt about that? 

You’ve got to be serious. 

I like Advent. 

I like Christmas. 

Let’s not change the name  

  just because some brainiac liturgists think it is a cool idea. 

 

After the sentimental traditionalist part of me settled down, 

  and I wondered why these liturgists would come up with this new jargon, 

  I caught myself backtracking, 

  because the Incarnation is exactly what we celebrate during this combined season. 
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The Incarnation is truly one of the greatest mysteries of our faith. 

 

Mysteries:  we can’t explain them, they’re not logical,  

  they have veiled meaning, they cannot be comprehended by the human mind.  

The Incarnation qualifies as a mystery. 

 

The beginning of John’s gospel summarizes the mystery of Advent and Christmas. 

It is a verse that is very familiar to us. 

Here it is, the mystery of the Incarnation: 

  “The word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14a). 

Good luck explaining the Incarnation to a non-believer. 

 

The Incarnation is one of the greatest reasons that I absolutely love being a Christian. 

 

“The word became flesh.” 

Who is “the word”?   

Jesus. 

Jesus became flesh. 

Jesus became a human being,  

  hair and skin, muscles and bones, just like you and me. 

I hope that strikes you as unusual.  It should. 

 

Where was Jesus before he took on human form? 

Jesus was a spirit. 

God is a spirit being. 

God is in heaven, on earth, throughout the entire universe. 

God is everywhere, but God is invisible. 

And human beings have a very hard time trusting invisible. 

 

We Christians have a very unique belief about God. 

Let’s check the other major religions. 

There are two other major western religions, Judaism and Islam, 

  Yahweh and Allah, God for sure, but not in human form. 

Let’s turn to the East, Hindus, Buddhists, Taoists, 

  they all believe in God, but none in human form. 

 

We believe that our God is a Triune God, 

  Father, Son, and Spirit – three persons, all equal, all divine. 

We Christian believe that Jesus, the Son of God, 

  set aside his place in heaven for a time (Phil 2:7a), 

  and that Jesus, a spirit being, took on human body just like ours (Phil 2:7b), 

  so he could be here with us. 

“The word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14a). 

This is the mystery of the Incarnation, 

  the mystery that we feature throughout Advent and Christmas, 

  the mystery that we feature at Lessons and Carols. 
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Have you pondered why Jesus was born in Bethlehem? 

John’s gospel has that answer, too: 

  “God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son” (Jn 3:16). 

 

The mystery of the Incarnation is all about God’s love for you and me. 

God knows that we human beings have a very hard time trusting invisible. 

The Father sent his Son so God would be visible to us. 

 

In former days, people had no idea what God looks like. 

  In Jesus, we see the face of God. 

Formally, people felt like God was far away. 

  With Jesus, God is right here. 

Formerly, people heard God speak in dreams and visions and through angels. 

  With Jesus, the voice of God is heard clearly, distinctly, and directly. 

Formerly, people were unclear about what God wants of them. 

  With Jesus, we have a roadmap with the Beatitudes and the Gospel. 

Formerly, there was a lot of guessing and unknowns about God. 

  With Jesus, the mysterious has become real and visible. 

 

The Incarnation is one of the greatest reasons that I love being Christian. 

It is a mystery how God, a spirit being, can also be a human being. 

But the fact that Jesus did become a human being, 

  and that he knows our human struggles firsthand, 

  explains why he has such compassion for each of us (Heb 2:17-18; 4:15-16; 5:2), 

  and this is an understanding of God that is not found in other religions. 

 

God loves us so much that God doesn’t want us to have wonder. 

God has given us proofs:  

  signs, miraculous events, real words, 

  and – the word made flesh who can be seen and known. 

We have physical confirmation in Jesus born in Bethlehem 

  that God is real, and that God loves us. 

 

I still prefer to call this the Advent-Christmas Season, 

  but now I am perfectly OK with calling it the Incarnation Season, 

  because the Incarnation is the mystery that we are celebrating during this sacred time. 

 

It is a mystery how the Word, a spirit being, became flesh, a human being (Jn 1:14a), 

  but it is grand and glorious that it happened. 

In Jesus we know that God is real, and that God loves us. 


