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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, Year C 
Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2,10-11,12-13,14-15; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 

 

THE DEVIL DEPARTED FOR A TIME 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, March 9, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, March 10, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

The conclusion to the gospel that we just heard is eerie. 

Here is the troubling verse once again: 

  “When the devil had finished with every temptation,  

       he (i.e., the devil/Satan) departed from him for a time” (Lk 4:13). 

“For a time.”  Scary, isn’t it? 

Jesus stopped the devil in his tracks three times in a row (Lk 4:4,8,12). 

But, just because Jesus prevailed on this occasion did not mean that the fight was over. 

In fact, the attacks in the future would be much worse. 

 

It reminds me of a high school classmate of mine, Jim. 

It was during the Vietnam War. 

He was drafted into the Army. 

After basic training, he received his orders, 

  and he was assigned to an army base in South Vietnam. 

 

After he returned to the USA, 

  Jim told me how awful it was. 

 

His unit established a perimeter around their base, 

  and it was their job to safeguard the camp. 

Many nights things were quiet. 

But some nights the Viet Cong would begin  

  with are a huge barrage of mortars. 

And then, a few of those nights, after the mortar attack, 

  the Viet Cong, ground troops, would stealthily advance up to their perimeter, 

    blasting away with machine guns, AK 47s, 

      trying to breach the perimeter, 

      trying to overtake their base, 

  and the gunfire, the fighting, was very intense, 

    and there were many casualties. 

 

The fact that Jim made it home means that,  

    during his tour of duty, 

  his unit successfully repelled every attack by the Viet Cong, 

    and that the Viet Cong never overtook his base. 

But during those days, 

  he and his unit were besieged by one attack after another. 
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So I asked him, “Jim, what did you do between attacks during the days?” 

 

Jim said, “We did physical training, PT, every day. 

    We had to be in tip-top shape. 

  We kept reinforcing the perimeter, 

      barbwire fences, barriers, land mines. 

    We cleaned our weapons, resupplied the ammunition. 

    And every night, we watched like hawks. 

    We stood guard, and if we needed to go to battle, 

      we were ready – mind, body, equipment – ready to go!” 

 

My friend Jim and Jesus have a lot in common. 

  Jim was attacked by the Viet Cong many times. 

    Jesus was attacked by Satan many times. 

  Jim kept training for the next assault. 

    Jesus kept training for the next attack. 

  It was not, if Viet Cong were coming, but when Viet Cong were coming. 

    If was not, if Satan was coming, but when Satan was coming. 

  Jim did physical training. 

    Jesus did spiritual training. 

  Jim’s weapon was an M 16. 

    Jesus’ weapon was the Word of God. 

 

“When the devil had finished with every temptation,  

     he (i.e., the devil/Satan) departed from him for a time” (Lk 4:13). 

Then after “a time,” the devil returned with a vengeance. 

 

Every time that Jesus came upon a person who was possessed by the devil, 

  there was a showdown, a confrontation, 

    when Jesus cast the devil out of the person (see Lk 4:35,41; 8:29; 10:17). 

 

One of the ugliest and meanest assaults was delivered by Peter, his own friend. 

After Jesus announced that he would have to go to Jerusalem to be crucified (Mk 8:31), 

  Peter called Jesus aside and scolded him, admonished him, 

    “Don’t you dare go.  Don’t’ be crazy” (implied, Mk 8:32). 

The devil used Peter to tempt Jesus not to do God’s will. 

It was a vicious attack, but Jesus was ready, and Jesus repelled the assault, 

  and he told Peter, “Get behind me, Satan” (Mk 8:33). 

 

Jesus might have won another battle,  

  but the war was far from over. 

Like before, “The devil departed from him for a time” (Lk 4:13b). 

 

Jesus continued his training regimen – pray and pray and pray, 

  know the Word of God backwards and forwards, and stick to it. 
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Satan went into the war room to plan for his final onslaught, 

  and he successfully enticed others to join his army of devils. 

Satan entered into the heart of Judas Iscariot (Lk 22:3). 

Satan also entered into the hearts of  

  the chief priests, the temple guards, and the elders (Lk 22:52-53). 

 

Then it was time for the final showdown. 

These would be the most vicious attacks of all, the one’s hardest ones for Jesus to handle. 

Satan went nose-to-nose with Jesus 

  with an attack far worse than mortars or AK 47s. 

 

The attack during the Agony in the Garden was so bad that Jesus sweat blood (Lk 22:44). 

Jesus was terrified at the thought of the Cross. 

In fact, Jesus was wavering, “Father … take this cup away from me” (Lk 22:42a). 

Satan knew that Jesus was vulnerable. 

Satan slipped through Jesus’ perimeter, and attacked him, 

  “You don’t have to accept the cup suffering.  Skip the Cross” (implied conversation). 

Jesus had a counterattack, saying to his Father, “Not my will but yours be done” (Lk 22:42b). 

 

Jesus may have won another major battle, but he still had not won the war. 

Like before, “The devil departed from him for a time” (Lk 4:13b). 

 

After the Agony in the Garden,  

  Satan would be back on Good Friday with his final attacks. 

Just like the first time in the desert, when Satan attacked three times, 

  when Jesus hung on the Cross, Satan would attack three more times. 

 

Satan used human partners to deliver the temptations. 

 

The first one came from the rulers, who said, taunting Jesus, 

  “He (i.e., Jesus) saved others, let him save himself” (Lk 23:35). 

Jesus had the power to come from the Cross, 

  but like the other temptations, he absolutely resisted. 

The soldiers brought the next temptation: 

  “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself” (Lk 23:36,37). 

Again, Jesus withstood their attack. 

The devil mounted the final strike through one of the criminals, 

  “Are you not the Messiah?  Save yourself and us” (Lk 23:39). 

Jesus may have wanted to come down from the Cross, but he did not. 

Jesus did not give into one single temptation, 

  not at the beginning, not at the end. 

 

Here we are, at the beginning of Lent. 

We are talking about temptation and fighting for a reason. 

Lent is about conversion – stopping sin. 
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Sin happens when we give in to temptation. 

If we are going to live a good and holy life, 

  we have to be able to resist temptation like Jesus resisted temptation, 

    and the preparation for these attacks is much like a soldier in Vietnam. 

 

We have to go through basic training. 

Jesus did basic training for forty days in the desert (see Lk 4:2), 

  and we are going through retraining during these forty days of Lent. 

One of the biggest components of his training program was prayer, 

  conversational prayer with his Father, 

  and praying with Scripture,  

    particularly with the Book of Deuteronomy (see Lk 4:4,8,12). 

If we hope to win the battle with temptation, we must arm ourselves with prayer. 

 

Jesus fasted.  He disciplined his hunger; he disciplined his body. 

  It was PT, physical training. 

  It was good for Jesus, good for soldiers, and it is good for us. 

  It is all about self-mastery, saying yes to good and no to bad. 

 

Jesus was on guard.  Jim was on guard.  

We need to be watching like a hawk, and have the mindset of a soldier: 

  “I am ready in mind, body, and spirit, 

      and I am armed and dangerous – with the Word of God.” 

 

Let’s say that we are successful fending off a temptation. 

We must never be overconfident, never let our guard down. 

Remember, like with Jesus, the devil departs only “for a time” (Lk 4:13). 

The question is not if the devil will attack, but when. 

 

And the devil knows when we are most vulnerable: 

  when we are hungry, angry, lonely, or tired; 

  when we are depressed, grieving, confused, or doubting; 

  when we are feeling sorry for ourselves; 

  when we are under pressure, under the influence of drugs, 

    under the influence of bad people; 

  in times of crisis – it is then that our defenses are down. 

We had better shore up our defenses and secure our perimeter. 

 

The more often we resist temptation, 

  the more likely it is that we will be successful the next time that temptation comes. 

Jesus resisted temptation in the beginning in the desert, 

  and Jesus resisted temptation at the end on the Cross. 

May his example inspire us on our journey through Lent, 

  and our journey through the rest of our lives. 

When the devil attacks, may we be strong,  

  stop him in his tracks. 
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“The devil departed from him for a time” (Douay-Rheims) 

“He departed from him for a season” (KJV) 

“He departed from him for a while” (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 1949, 1962) 

“The devil left him, until an opportune moment” (NJB) 

“He departed from him until an opportune time” (NRSV) 

“He left him until an opportune time” (NIV) 

“He departed from him for a time” (RNAB) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


