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H 
ere at St. Bart’s, 
many of us give 
generously with 

our time, talents, and 
treasures. When surveyed, 
our parish ranked 
“generosity” as the high-
est trait we put into action 
as active Catholics. But as 
with everything in this life, 
the goal is not “to arrive” 
and somehow accomplish the act of generosity, but to surren-
der our whole lives and do the will of our Lord Jesus. Our par-
ish was blessed to welcome the author of Ignite Your Gener-
osity, Chris McDaniel, who spoke at all the Masses and gave 
an in-depth presentation to a group of interested parishioners 
in early October. Chris reminded us that at the heart of this 
life-changing topic, one thing is clear, everything in this life is a 
gift from God and how we use these gifts is a direct reflection 
of our relationship with our Lord.   
 
Chris challenges us to put the missing piece of the puzzle in its 
place and see what happens. What is the missing piece, you 

ask? It is not about us and what we want, what we have, or 
all our accomplishments.  Rather, it is seeking God’s will for 
our lives, which includes how we use the gifts and treasures 
He has blessed us with. By praying, listening to the Holy  
Spirit, and planning to make giving intentional, we can make 
God’s will our will. But there are so many ways to give.  How 
do I know what is a priority?  How can I know I’m doing God’s 
will by giving? 
 
One way God lays it out for us is in these three types of 
needs: 
 

1.) Care for our family (1 Tim. 5-8) 
 
2.) Help those in need (Proverbs 19:17, Gal. 7:9-10) 
 
3.) Support the work of the Gospel (1 Tim. 5: 17-18,  
Matt. 28:19) 

 
By courageously trusting God and giving RADICALLY, you too 
can bring the love and Gospel of our Lord to everyone you 
meet.  

The Missing Link 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH GENEROSITY 
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G 
enerosity is a word 
that gets tossed 
about a lot. But, 

what does it really mean? 
For many of us, we think of 
generosity as giving of our 
time, talent, and treasure. 
But, it’s more than 
that...generosity is a lifestyle. 
Matthew Kelly challenges us 
to become more generous. 
He also tells us that growing 
in generosity must be inten-
tional. Life is busy and dis-
tracting. We are pulled in so many different directions, and 
unless we make greater generosity a priority, it will not hap-
pen. In many ways generosity is the external proof that the 
Gospel has taken root in our heart. It is a lie to say that we 

love God if we do not love our neighbor, 
and generosity is at the core of that love 
for neighbor. Time and time again we are 
called to give something up, but only so 
that we can become more perfectly who 
God created us to be. It is by giving that 
we receive, and even more so, it is by 
giving that we become. Take this phase to 
heart, take time to pray, and see how 
God is calling you to approach generosity. 
Matthew Kelly says that, “We cannot do 
everything, but that doesn’t mean we 
should do nothing. We cannot save every-
one, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 

save some. Don’t let what you cannot do interfere with 
what you can do. And what we can do, all of us, is make small 
sacrifices, and simplify our lives in some small ways so that 
others may simply live.”  

Generosity is a Lifestyle 
Are You Up for the Challenge? 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

GENEROSITY BOOK  

DISCUSSION  

Monday, November 6 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Dr. Tod Worner will once again  
lead a robust book discussion on the Four Signs of a 
Dynamic Catholic, focusing this time on Generosity, 
Chapter 4 (pages 107-140).  

TALKING GENEROSITY 

WITH DEACON RICK 

Monday, November 20 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Join Deacon Rick Witucki who will 
share his reflections on generosity. 

Are you ready to take your generosity to the next level?  
St. Bart’s 8-week Generosity Challenge began the weekend of 
October 28/29! Get ready to up the generosity ante!  
 
Here’s how it works. At all Masses the last weekend in Octo-
ber, parishioners had the opportunity to receive a challenge 
booklet that follows each of the 8 weeks with a different 
focus of giving (family, work, time, money, etc.). At the start 
of each week you will strive to complete at least one of the 
recommended ways of giving (or do something you choose) 
and record it in the booklet. At the end of the week, bring 
your ticket from your booklet and drop it in the designated 
container at church and watch how, week after week, our 
generosity grows. This is a wonderful way to invite your fami-
ly, co-workers, and friends to give alongside you, growing and 
challenging others to live a more generous life! 
 

“Christ has no body now but yours, no hands, 
no feet on earth but yours.”  

                                                       St. Teresa of Avila 

 

Learn more at st-barts.org/ignite-your-faith-generosity. 
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