
 

1 

 

PENTECOST 
Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1,24,29-31,34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7,12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

 

THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH  
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, June 3, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, June 4, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Clerk:  “State your name.” 

Defendant:  “Bernie Madoff.” 

 

Clerk:  “Do you solemnly swear the truth, the whole truth, 

  and nothing but the truth, so help you God?” 

Defendant:  “I do.” 

 

Clerk:  “Please be seated.” 

 

Every time a witness takes the stand in a courtroom, 

  it starts like this. 

Why is it necessary? 

Because people tell lies, 

  particularly when they are in trouble. 

 

When I was a little boy, maybe five or six, 

  my mom and I were in the kitchen, 

  and I had done something naughty.  Imagine! 

My mom stooped down and looked me straight in the eye,  

  “Michael Anthony, I want you to tell me the truth. 

  I want to be able to trust you. 

  If you tell a lie, it is always the beginning of a string of lies. 

  If you tell one lie,  

    then you have to tell another lie cover up the first one, 

    and then it goes on and on, and it never ends. 

  Tell the truth.  Come clean.  Be honest.  Get it over with.” 

 

I’ll never forget that talk. 

One lie begets another. 

 

Why talk about the truth on Pentecost? 

  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (Jn 14:17a; 15:26; 16:13). 
  The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons of the Most Holy Trinity. 

  If the Spirit is truth, the Father is truth, and the Son is truth – God is truth. 

 

If the truth is a trait of God, which it is, 

  then the more truthful we are, the more God-like we are, 

    and the less truthful we are, the less we are like God. 
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It is a project to be truthful. 

Lying is one of the most popular sins of all. 

Lying is so widespread, in fact, that it gets its own commandment: 

  “You shall not bear false witness” (paraphrase, Ex 20:16; Dt 5:20). 

Or, there is the alternative positive way to put this: 

  “Tell the truth, and tell the truth all the time.” 

 

A number of people have told me that they doubt the concept of Original Sin. 

And the rationale that I hear is, 

  “Look at that baby.  It is so innocent.” 

I counter, “Look at that two-year old.  It is so selfish.” 

Being self-centered is hard-wired in us from the beginning. 

And telling lies is right there at the beginning, too. 

 

Parent: “Did you hit your sister?” 

Child:  “Oh, no, I would never do that.” 

 

Parent: “Did knock over that lamp?” 

Child: “Oh, no, I wasn’t even in the room.” 

Parent: “So it just fell over on its own, did it?” 

 

No one teaches us to lie. 

The inclination to lie is right in the fabric of our being. 

For me, it is proof positive of Original Sin. 

 

The battle is on (see Jn 3:19; Gal 5:16). 

It is a tug-of-war. 

There is a contest, a conflict,  

  between the truth and a lie, honesty and deception. 

 

On Pentecost it is important to be reminded that the Spirit is truth. 

The Spirit leads us to the truth (Jn 16:13): 

    to seek the truth, the find the truth, to speak the truth, and to uphold the truth. 

 

As Jesus said ever so eloquently, 

  “The truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32b). 

 

While kids might be good at lying, 

  adults are better, and far more sophisticated. 

 

We minimize. 

  We lie to ourselves. 

 “That wasn’t so bad.”  “It was no big deal.” 

  We go easy on ourselves, make excuses,   

    give ourselves a free ticket, rather than be accountable. 
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I was reading newspaper article recently about DWIs. 

When a cop stops a motorist who is suspected of drinking, and asks, 

  “Have you been drinking?” 

  do you know the most common answer? 

They did a survey of police officers to get the most common answer. 

Let’s play a little Family Feud.   

Survey says:  “Yes, officer, but only ____ beers”?  Survey says:  two. 

But the fact is that people who have been drinking to excess minimize and under-report. 

 

When I was teaching high school health many moons ago, 

  I taught a unit on alcoholism, 

    and I was discussing the curriculum with my physician one day. 

My doctor’s experience was that with his patients who overuse alcohol, 

  they underreport their use by at least half. 

 

We minimize how much we swear, how much we spend, 

  how much we complain, how angry we are. 

The way that we minimize varies from person to person, 

  but to minimize is to stray from the truth, 

  and to not follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In addition to minimizing, there is also exaggeration; 

  we stretch the truth. 

 

During fishing season this can be fun: 

  “The northern weighed ten pounds” when it was six; 

  “I caught three walleyes” when I didn’t get a bite. 

But it gets far more sinister: 

  “I worked 40 hours” when I only worked 32. 

 

And then there is denial. 

  “I don’t eat too much.” 

  “I’m not lazy.” 

  “I’m not uncooperative.” 

 

We all do these things to a great or lesser degree: 

  we minimize, exaggerate, stretch, and deny. 

 

We deceive ourselves, 

  and it no way to live. 

 

The good news of Pentecost is that the Holy Spirit has a far better way. 

 

If there is anyone that I have ever known 

  who is under the power and direction of the Holy Spirit, it is my mother. 
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So there I was standing, shamefaced, in the kitchen after I had been naughty. 

 

And my mom bent down to me, 

  and she was gentle but firm, and had a life lesson for me. 

 

“Michael, tell the truth, and tell it all the time. 

    Then you never have to look back. 

    You never have to worry about what you said. 

    Then I can trust you. 

    And you can have peace in your heart knowing that you did the right thing.” 

 

I don’t have to tell you that our world is full of lies: 

  in government, business affairs, sadly even in the Church sometimes; 

  in our families, and in the way that we speak and evaluate ourselves. 

 

On Pentecost the Holy Spirit was given to the apostles (Acts 2:4; Jn 20:22). 

The same Holy Spirit was given to us when we were baptized, 

  and a double-dose of the Holy Spirit was given to us when we were confirmed. 

 

If we will cooperate with the Holy Spirit, 

  and if we will take our direction and guidance from the Holy Spirit, 

    the Holy Spirit will lead and guide us to the truth (Jn 16:13). 

 

The good news of Pentecost is that it is far better to live the truth than to live a lie. 

 

Now it is up to us to follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit: 

  to seek the truth, 

    to study, learn, examine, watch, listen, with a critical eye; 

  to find the truth, 

    to discern, weigh, analyze, evaluate; 

  to speak to truth, and the whole truth, which takes immense courage, 

    without adding or subtracting or distorting; 

  and to uphold truth, 

    to have the truth guide our lives, our relationships, and our business dealings. 

 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (Jn 14:17a; 15:26; 16:13), 

  and the truth will set us free (Jn 8:32b). 


