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PENTECOST 
Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1,24,29-31,34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7,12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

 

THE TRIAL OF JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, June 8, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, June 9, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Today, for Pentecost, we are going to court. 

This will be nothing like Law and Order or Perry Mason. 

It is going to be a long case, so strap in. 

This is going to take at least fifteen minutes. 

 

Why are we going to hear this case on Pentecost? 

Because the Gospel of John is set up as a court case, 

  and Pentecost is the time to arrive at the whole truth,  

    and nothing but the truth. 

In addition, Jesus said that he was going to send the Holy Spirit, 

  and the Greek word that Jesus used for the Holy Spirit is Parakletos, 

    and parakletos is a legal term for an Advocate, counselor, or lawyer. 

The Advocate is a defense attorney. 

 

Who is the defense attorney representing? 

Who is on trial here?  Jesus. 

 

The prosecuting attorney is also famous, a nasty lawyer: 

  the Deceiver, the Liar – the Devil. 

 

The courtroom for this trial is a little unusual:  this church. 

The jury for this trial is everyone who is in this church right now. 

Yes, we are all members of the jury, 

  so we had better listen carefully to all of these proceedings. 

We have to decide about Jesus, 

  who he is, and whether he is guilty of crime or not. 

 

This court case will follow the regular format.   

  The defendant will be brought forward and charged.   

  The prosecution and defense will make opening statements.   

  Eyewitnesses will be called.   

  Closing arguments will be given.   

  Then the case will go to us, the jury,  

    and a decision will made, a verdict will be returned. 

 

Let the trial begin. 
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Jesus is brought into the courtroom.   

The bailiff announces, “All stand.” 

The clerk declares, “The people of Israel vs. Jesus of Nazareth 

  The charge:  a felony and capital offense against the Mosaic Law,  

    “He made himself [to be] the Son of God” (Jn 19:7b; see Jn 5:18). 

 

All are seated, and the trial commences with the opening statements. 

 

The prosecuting attorney, the Deceiver, goes first, speaking to us, the jury. 

He is dressed in a very flashy suit, and he is a smooth talker. 

 

“This man Jesus claims that he is the Messiah.  He is a fraud.   

Many others have claimed to be the Messiah before him.   

This happens all the time.  Their claims are always empty. 

This man, Jesus, his claims are completely groundless.   

He is just a simple carpenter from Nazareth.   

He has no theological training.   

He fails to observe the Sabbaths laws. 

He claims to have more status and authority than our teacher Moses.   

He associates with low-life sinners.   

He is a rabble-rouser, a trouble maker.   

He incites the people to revolt.  He is an insurrectionist.   

He is a threat to Jews and a menace to Romans.   

He has deceived so many simple folk. 

He is not what he claims to be.   

For all the confusion that he has caused and the harm that he has done,  

  he ought to be found guilty, condemned, and put to death.”   

 

After this impassioned statement, the prosecutor, the Deceiver, sits down. 

 

Next, the defense attorney, the Advocate, stands up. 

He has a very calm demeanor, and speaks with exceptional clarity and confidence. 

Addressing us, the jury, he speaks about the defendant, Jesus. 

 

“This man Jesus who is on trial before you, 

    from the very beginning has been with God.   

All things have come to be through him.   

He is the light shining in the darkness.   

He is the true light which enlightens everyone.   

He is the word made flesh.  He is the Father’s only Son.   

He is full of grace and truth.   

The Law has been given through Moses,  

  but grace and truth have come through Jesus.   

No one here has ever seen God,  

  but this man Jesus has revealed God to us”  

  (see the Prologue, John’s opening statement, Jn 1:1-18). 
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The defense attorney continues, 

“Respected and honorable members of the jury,  

    over the course of this trial I will produce for you a number of witnesses  

    to prove to you, beyond any reasonable doubt, that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.” 

 

With the opening statements concluded, 

  the defense moved ahead by calling its witnesses. 

 

The first witnesses to be called to the stand are from Cana, 

  a little town near Nazareth. 

The first witness was a servant at a wedding feast. 

The defense attorney asked the servant, “What happened that night?” 

The servant testified,  

  “I filled the jars with water and took the water to the head waiter.   

    I gave him a sample, and I was absolutely astounded to see  

    that the water had been turned into wine” (see Jn 2:6-9).   

After the servant stepped down, the headwaiter was called forward.  

The Advocate asked, “What did you see that night?” 

The headwaiter testified,  

  “I knew that the original supply of wine had run out.   

    I have no idea where the new wine came from,  

      but the second wine was far better than the first” (see Jn 2:9-10). 

Then the newly married couple came forward, took the witness stand, and testified,  

  “Jesus saved our wedding.  The wine was all gone and he made more.” 

 

After the Cana delegation had stepped down,  

  the defense attorney called two witnesses from the nearby town of Capernaum. 

The first was a royal official. 

The defense attorney asked him,  

  “Would you please tell the court about your contact with the defendant?” 

The royal official testified, “My son was deathly ill.  

  I went to the defendant and asked if he could help.   

  He promised me that my son would live.   

  While I was returning home,  

    I received the news that my son’s fever had left him almost instantly.” 

The father stepped down,  

  and then defense attorney called the boy forward, maybe fourteen years old. 

The defense attorney asked, “Would you please tell the court what happened to you?” 

The young fellow testified, “I was in my bed upstairs.   

   I was burning up with a fever.  My clothes were dripping wet.   

  The day that my dad went to see Jesus,  

    my fever went away, and I am feeling great” (see Jn 4:46-54).   

The defense attorney turned to the judge, “I have no more questions for this witness.” 

The judge told the boy, “You may step down.” 
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The next person called to the witness stand was an older gentleman,  

  a resident of Jerusalem who had been crippled for thirty-eight years (Jn 5:5). 

The Advocate asked the man,  

  “Would you please tell the court about any contact that you have had with the defendant?” 

The gentleman testified, 

“I had been sitting along the pools of Bethesda for 38 years. 

  I was hoping for a cure.   

  It has been so long, I was so down, that I slipped into depression.   

  My situation seemed absolutely hopeless. 

  Then along came Jesus.   

  He told me to, ‘Rise, take up your mat, and walk’ (Jn 5:8).” 

“What happened next?” 

“After all those years, I had a surge of strength in my legs,  

    my coordination returned,  

   and I was able to stand up and walk on my own power.” 

“Now that you are cured, what do you make of the defendant?” 

“He is fantastic. 

  He has healing powers like no one I have ever seen!” (see Jn 5:1-9). 

The defense attorney turned to the judge, “I have no more questions for this witness.” 

The judge told the gentleman, “You may step down.” 

 

The next witness to be called forward was a man who lived in Tiberias, 

  a city on the west side of the Sea of Galilee. 

The defense attorney asked the man, 

  “Have you ever had an encounter with the defendant?” 

The man testified, “One day I was walking north along the shoreline, 

  and came to a hillside where there was a large crowd, 

  and the defendant was speaking to the crowd.” 

“How big was the crowd?” 

  “About 5000.” 

“Did anything remarkable happen?” 

“We had been sitting there all day. 

  There had been no food breaks. 

  By dusk the people were really hungry. 

  There were no shops nearby.” 

“What happened next?” 

“A boy had five loaves and two fish,  

    and that man, the defendant, blessed the food,  

    and suddenly there was enough for everyone!   

    In fact, there were left overs!” (see Jn 6:1-13).   

“So what do you think of the defendant?”   

“I believe that he truly is the prophet,  

    the one who is to come into the world” (Jn 6:14).   

With that, the attorney turned to the judge and said,  

  “I have no more questions for this witness.”   

And the judge told the man, “You may step down.” 
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Next, the defense attorney looked around the courtroom, 

  and in the gallery there was a group of twelve men sitting together,  

    mostly fishermen. 

The defense attorney asked their leader to come forward.   

The clerk asked the witness, “Please state your name.”   

“Simon Peter” was the reply. 

“You may be seated.” 

The defense attorney approached Peter and asked, 

“Would you please tell the court what happened the one night  

    when you and the other eleven were fishing on the Sea of Galilee.”   

Peter testified, “It was late, maybe midnight or so.   

  We had rowed our boats out about two or three miles.   

  The wind came up very suddenly, and it blew really hard.   

  The waves were huge.  We were in big trouble.” 

“What happened next?”   

“We saw Jesus walking on the water toward us, and he did not sink.” 

“What is your opinion about the defendant?” 

“The defendant is incredible.  Even the wind and the sea obey him” (see Jn 6:16-21). 

With that, the attorney turned to the judge and said,  

  “I have no more questions for this witness.” 

And the judge told Peter, “You may step down.” 

 

The parade of witnesses continued with another man from Jerusalem. 

The man took his seat on the witness stand. 

The defense attorney said, “You made your way up to the witness stand pretty smoothly. 

  I hear that it has not always been that way for you.” 

“Yes,” the witness replied, “I have been blind my whole life up until just recently.” 

“Did you ever have an encounter with the defendant?” 

“Yes, one afternoon when I was sitting by the Temple.  

  Jesus passed by. 

  He stopped, made a mud paste, and smeared it on my eyes. 

  Then he told me to go wash in the Pool of Siloam” (see Jn 9:1-7).   

“What happened then?”   

“I followed his instructions, went to Siloam,  

    washed, and suddenly I was able to see” (Jn 9:7). 

“So what is your opinion of the defendant?” 

 “He is more than a miracle worker!   

   He is a prophet!” (Jn 9:17).   

  “This man is from God!” (Jn 9:33).   

  “He is the Lord!” (Jn 9:38). 

“Thank you for your testimony.” 

With that, the attorney turned to the judge and said,  

  “I have no more questions for this witness.”   

And the judge told the gentleman, “You may step down.” 
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After a parade of ten witnesses and so much testimony, 

  the judge could see that the jury is on overload, 

  so the judge decided that it was time for a break, 

  and he called for a brief recess before the trial would resume. 

 

People had a chance to get a drink, go to the bathroom, get some fresh air, 

  and now it was time for the court to reconvene, 

    and to call the last three witnesses. 

 

All three witnesses were from Bethany, 

  a small town two miles east of Jerusalem. 

The first witness to be called was a very dignified woman. 

The clerk asked, “Please state your name.” 

The woman replied, “I am Martha from Bethany.” 

“Please be seated, ma’am.” 

The Advocate, pointing to Jesus, asked,  

  “What is your relationship with the defendant?”  

“He has been a frequent guest at our home.   

  He has been very kind to me, my sister Mary, and my brother Lazarus.”   

“Can you tell the court what hardship your family has suffered lately?”   

“A short time ago my brother became extremely ill and died.” 

“And how was the defendant involved with this?”   

Martha explained,  

  “When my brother Lazarus was gravely ill, on death’s doorstep, 

     my sister Mary and I sent word to the defendant to come to our aid?”   

“Did he?”   

“No.”   

“Did he ever come?”   

“Yes.  Four days later, after my brother had died.” 

“What did Jesus do once he arrived in Bethany?” 

“He went to the tomb.  

  He asked someone to roll the stone away.” 

“What happened next?” 

“He said loudly, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 

    And I couldn’t believe my eyes – he actually came out, alive!” 

“So what does this tell you about the defendant?” 

“I have concluded that he is the Son of God” (see Jn 11:27). 

With this, Maratha stepped down, 

  and her sister Mary took her place on the witness stand. 

The defense asked Mary about what happened, 

  and her testimony agreed completely with her sister Martha. 

 

The last witness to be called was the defense’s star witness, 

  Lazarus himself. 
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The Advocate began by asking, 

  “Can you please tell the court your relationship to the defendant?” 

“He is a very close friend of mine. 

  He has come over to our house on many occasions. 

  We have spent a lot of time together.” 

“Can you tell the court about your medical problems?” 

“I was terribly sick, 

    and from what my sisters tell me, I died.” 

“If you died, how is it that you are testifying before this court today?” 

Lazarus replied, “My sisters tell me that the defendant, Jesus, 

    went to my tomb after my funeral. 

  The first thing that I remember is walking out of the tomb,  

    and the defendant telling someone, ‘Untie him and let him go’” (Jn 11:44). 

The defense attorney asked Lazarus, “How is it that you came back to life/” 

Lazarus replied, “That man, Jesus, he raised me.” 

“So what have you come to know about Jesus?” 

“I agree completely with my sister Martha:  he is the Son of God” (see Jn 11:27).  

“Your honor,” the defense attorney said, “I have no more questions for this witness.” 

The judge turned to Lazarus and said, “You may step down.” 

 

Then, addressing the judge, the defense attorney said, 

  “The defense has no more witnesses.” 

The judge said, “You may proceed with your closing argument.” 

 

We are the jury. 

Let us be particularly attentive to the Advocate, the defense attorney, 

  and to what the Holy Spirit has to say about the defendant, 

  so we will be well-informed when it comes to rendering our decision. 

 

“Members of the jury,” the Advocate calmly begins,  

  “you have heard from thirteen different witnesses.   

Every one of them had direct contact with the defendant.   

Most of them experienced a miracle.   

The people at Cana saw Jesus turn water into wine (Jn 2:11).   

The royal official’s son was cured of his fever (Jn 4:53b).   

A man crippled for 38 years was cured at pool of Bethesda (Jn 5:8-9).   

Five thousand people saw Jesus multiply five loaves and two fish  

  and feed an entire crowd (Jn 6:1-13).   

Peter reported how Jesus walked on the water (Jn 6:16-21).   

The blind man testified how Jesus gave him the gift of sight (Jn 9:1-41).   

And finally, Martha, Mary, and Lazarus  

  all testified about how Lazarus was raised from the dead.   

My friends, no one has ever worked such signs and wonders.   

Jesus, the defendant, has powers far beyond those of any mere human being.   

The evidence before you is overwhelming.   

 



8 

 

Their testimony is in full agreement,  

  and verified, not by two witnesses, as the Law requires,  

  but by thirteen separate witnesses, 

  as well as thousands who have seen his mighty deeds.   

Members of the jury,  

  I ask you to find Jesus to be the Messiah, the Son of God.” 

 

And turning to the judge, 

  the Advocate said, “The defense rests.” 

 

My friends, this case is now in our hands. 

John, when he wrote his gospel, 

  wanted to write a careful transcript 

    so we would have more than enough evidence upon which to base our decision. 

We have heard the testimony. 

The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, is the source of all truth, 

  and on this Pentecost the Spirit, through these proceedings, 

  wants to reveal to us the truth about Jesus. 

 

The judge asks us, “Members of the jury, how do you find?” 

And after careful deliberation,  

  we have come to an unanimous agreement with our verdict: 

  “Jesus is the Messiah.” 

  “Jesus is the Son of God.” 


