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OFFICER WILLIAM “BILL” MATHEWS 
Died Friday, September 8, 2017 

Memorial Mass 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017, 9:00 a.m. 

St. Bartholomew School Mass, Wayzata, Minnesota 

Rev 12:7-9; Ps 138:1-2,2-3,4-5; Phil 2:5-11; Jn 15:9-17 

 

We, as a school community, and as a parish community, 

  offer our prayers and sympathy of Officer Mathews’ wife, Shawn, and his son, Wyatt. 

We also offer our prayers, concern, and support to 

  Officer Mathews’ fellow officers in the Wayzata Police Department, 

  and to his friends in the Wayzata Fire Department, 

  and to everyone in the Wayzata Community that is mourning his loss. 

 

Our faith in God and our prayers unite us and give us strength. 

Faith and prayer is the common bond that connects us to 

  the Officer Mathews’ family and their church, the Wayzata Free Church, 

  and to other mourners throughout the Twin Cities, the State of Minnesota,  

  and around the country. 

 

It is a terrible tragedy when a police officer dies in the line of duty. 

It is the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

Jesus gave us the Great Commandment, and it comes in two parts. 

Jesus expects us to love God and love our neighbor (Mt 22:36-39). 

 

Jesus shows us that the way to demonstrate love is through service (Jn 13:1-15), 

  and the ultimate way to show one’s love  

    is to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (Jn 15:13; 19:30). 

Jesus did this. 

  He showed us that he loves us through his service: 

    his teachings (e.g., Mt 5-7) and his healings (e.g., Mk 1:31,34,41; 2:11-12; 3:5). 

  In the end, he showed the depth of his love by laying down his life for us, 

    his friends, by his death on the Cross. 

 

A police officer who is a Christian, as Officer Mathews was, 

  accepts a special calling, a special vocation, from God. 

A Christian police officer patterns himself or herself on Jesus. 

Jesus has a great love for everyone (Jn 13:34-35; 1 Jn 4:8,16). 

Officer Mathews had a great love for the people of Wayzata, 

  and he had a deep concern for their welfare and safety. 

Jesus showed his love by the way he served others. 

Officer Mathews showed his love in service, too, 

  many years of loyal, dedicated service, on the police force, 

  patrolling the area, helping people in emergencies, 

    medical emergencies, traffic accidents, and conflicts between family members or strangers. 
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Jesus did not just give his service in a cold, impersonal way. 

  Jesus had a genuine warmth and concern for the people he served (see Mt 9:36). 

Officer Mathew did likewise. 

  He was personable and had a genuine concern for the people of our community. 

  He gave his service with a personal touch 

    and brought a steadying and calming influence to difficult situations. 

 

Our Lord Jesus came to a troubled world (see Jn 3:19b) 

  and he came as the Prince of Peace (Is 9:5; Lk 2:14b). 

Another name for a police officer is a peace officer. 

 

Jesus came into a world where there is a lot of wickedness (Mt 13:49-50; 16:4), 

  and he was totally committed to upholding goodness and truth (Jn 14:6). 

It meant that Jesus had to confront evil, and to resist it (Jn 8:45,47). 

Jesus is the Light of the World (Jn 9:5), 

  and with all his might he opposed the forces of darkness (Jn 1:5). 

It was dangerous duty. 

It put him in harm’s way (Jn 5:18; 7:1; 11:53). 

Jesus was willing to put his life on the line for our benefit (Lk 22:42b). 

On Holy Thursday night, the night before Jesus went to his Passion, 

  he knew the risk of standing up against evil. 

He said that, “No one has greater love than this, 

  to lay down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13). 

Jesus laid down his life on the Cross. 

He gave his life in the line of duty. 

It was the ultimate gift. 

 

Police officers know what Jesus knew. 

The majority of people in the community, 

  like the majority of people in the parish and the school, are good people. 

But in the midst of so much goodness, 

  there are wrongdoers, there is wickedness, 

    and it must be opposed if good is to prevail. 

It is dangerous duty. 

 

Jesus was not naïve.  He knew what he was doing. 

  So did Officer Mathews. 

 

For Jesus, it was iron nails on Mount Calvary. 

For Officer Mathews, it was a steel bumper and a fender on Highway 12. 

For Jesus, his mother Mary and his Beloved Disciple John mourned his loss. 

For Officer Mathews, his wife, Shawn, and his son, Wyatt, mourn his loss. 

 

In the end, God the Father glorified his Son Jesus for giving his life (Phil 2:9). 

  God the Father praised his Son for his obedience and his act of courage (Phil 2:8), 

    and he rewarded him with a place in heaven (Acts 2:33). 
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It is the same for Officer Mathews. 

  Both God the Father and his Son Jesus are giving glory to Officer Mathews for giving his life, 

    and so should we. 

  The Father and the Son have lifted up Officer Mathews’ name in praise and honor, 

    and so should we. 

  The Father and the Son have given Officer Mathews  

    a place with the angels and saints in heaven (see Rev 7:8-14), 

    and we can be relieved and grateful and take consolation 

    that Officer Mathews has received his eternal reward (Jn 14:2). 

 

For police officers, God has given a special patron saint, 

  both for their duty on earth, and their final journey to heaven, 

  St. Michael the Archangel, who we heard about in the first reading (Rev 12:7-9). 

 

The battle between goodness and evil, between darkness and light, 

  began with a battle in heaven (Rev 12:7a). 

Long before the appearance of good people and bad people on earth, 

  there were good angels and bad angels in heaven (Rev 12:7b). 

When it came time for the angels to show their allegiance to God, a war broke out. 

St. Michael the Archangel led the good angels loyal to God. 

Satan or Lucifer led the bad angels  

  who were renegades and wanted to be in charge themselves (Rev 12:9). 

The good angels were valiant in the battle and triumphed (Rev 12:8a). 

 

God knows that police officers need a patron saint  

  that will help them to be valiant in the battle to uphold goodness and order. 

St. Michael has been Officer Mathews’ spiritual companion over the years. 

St. Michael has served as his defender (Dan 12:1), given him the inspiration to carry on, 

  and the strength to discharge his duties. 

We believe that St. Michael the Archangel goes back and forth  

  from his glorious place in heaven to those he helps on earth, 

  and that when warrior who has gone to battle with evil falls in the line of duty, 

    whether it be police officer or a soldier, 

  that St. Michael serves as the officer’s personal escort from earth to heaven. 

So today, as painful as this moment is, 

  we can take comfort knowing that on Friday afternoon St. Michael the Archangel  

    served as Officer Mathews’ guard and guide  

    on his last journey to his final destination in heaven, 

  and that St. Michael is the special protector for the family that Officer Mathews leaves behind. 

 

Jesus tells us, “No one has greater love than this,  

  to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 15:13). 

Officer Mathews proved that he is a friend of Jesus by laying down his life as his Master did. 

It is our prayer that Officer Mathews now shares  

  in the glory of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.        

 


