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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, Year B 
Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1,8-9,21-23,26,21,29; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18 

 

RESPECT LIFE DURING EASTERTIME 

ABRIA PREGNANCY RESOURCES 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, April 21, 2018, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, April 22, 2018, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

This weekend is our Respect Life Weekend. 

Normally we do this in January on the weekend closest  

  to the anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court decision  

    that legalized abortion in the United States. 

It was on January 22, 1973. 

Abortion has been the law of the land for 45 years, 

  and it has been a tragic 45 years. 

 

Our weekends after the New Year were tightly scheduled with special events: 

  the kickoff for the evangelization phase of Ignite Your Faith; 

  the burning of the mortgage; 

  Catholic Schools Week; 

  the Teaching Mass; 

  and the Catholic Services Appeal. 

 

Just because we had so many special events in January and February 

  is no reason to skip Respect Life for a year. 

 

The Gospel of Life is one of the most important core beliefs of our Catholic faith. 

 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, 

  we are well aware that his gospel is countercultural. 

 

If Jesus were to reappear and conduct a visitation to our county right now, 

  and give his evaluation of American society and its values, 

    you and I know that Jesus would be quite upset. 

 

Jesus is all about mutual respect, cooperation, and the common good (Mt 22:39; Jn 13:35). 

What do you think Jesus would say about the partisan politics of Washington, 

  or the partisan politics of St. Paul? 

 

Jesus lived simply.  He shared with others gladly. 

What do you think that Jesus would say  

  about the amount of greed and selfishness and materialism in America? 
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Jesus is truth (Jn 14:6).  He spoke the truth.  He upheld the truth. 

What do you think that Jesus would say about the lack of truthfulness, 

  or the amount of lying, or deception, or distortion, 

  by politicians, the media, bank executives, car dealers, contractors, educators? 

 

There are many things in our society that are contrary to Jesus and his gospel. 

That is why it is so important for us to come to Mass each weekend. 

When we live in a society that is hostile to Christian values in so many ways, 

  it is imperative for likeminded disciples to come together, 

  so support each other, 

  to reteach and reinforce the gospel, 

  to get re-energized, to re-commit, 

  so when we leave church after Mass, renewed, 

    we will be bold witnesses to a society that desperately needs good example. 

 

Let us return to Jesus and his visitation to the United States. 

 

If Jesus was asked,  

  “Is there anything in American society that is wildly off the mark, 

      something Americans allow, something that Americans do, 

      that you find totally objectionable?  Absolutely reprehensible?” 

Jesus would answer:  “Abortion.” 

 

Jesus would explain. 

“Do you remember what I said in the gospel? 

  ‘I came that you might have life, and have it to the full’” (paraphrase, Jn 10:10). 

Jesus would continue, 

  “To end a life in the womb does not allow a full life. 

    My heart aches over all this.  It grieves me.  It arouses my righteous anger.” 

 

Jesus would go on. 

  “I know that many of you Americans do not pay much attention to Scripture, 

      but the Holy Bible, the Word of God, contains the truth.” 

 

Psalm 139 says, “You knit me together in my mother’s womb” (Ps 139:13). 

 

God told the prophet Jeremiah, 

  “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you; 

      before you were born I dedicated you” (Jer 1:5a). 

 

The prophet Isaiah also weighs in on this: 

  “From my mother’s womb he [God] gave me my name” (Is 49:1b). 

 

Life begins at conception.   

The child in the womb is a real life. 
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Scripture tells us that human life is sacred, 

  so sacred that only God gets to decide about beginnings and endings. 

God told Moses: 

  “It is I who bring life and death” (Dt 32:39; cf 1 Sm 2:6). 

It is God alone who decides when a person shall die, 

  and the only moral death is a natural death. 

 

Jesus would continue, “If you Americans are not going pay attention to Sacred Scripture, 

    why don’t you at least pay attention to those who founded your country? 

  Isn’t America about life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness? 

  Isn’t one of the main functions of government to protect lives of its citizens?” 

 

The Jesus position on abortion is that it is totally objectionable, 

  that it is absolutely reprehensible. 

 

The numbers tell the story, and the numbers are devastating. 

Over 45 years, 

  experts estimate that there have been 60 million abortions in the U.S.; 

  1.2 million deaths per year; 

  an average of 3,300 deaths per day. 

 

This has been going on for 45 years. 

It has become business as usual for our country. 

But it can never be business as usual. 

We cannot and must not become numb to this. 

Just because abortion happens so often, 

  it does not make it right. 

 

It is our duty as Christians to uphold the Gospel of Life, 

  and there are many ways to do so. 

If a couple has a pregnancy,  

  to accept and protect the new life. 

If a person is a medical professional, 

  to never recommend an abortion, 

  to never participate in an abortion. 

To be an educated voter, 

  to vote for candidates who uphold the Gospel of Life. 

To participate in the political process, 

  to write letters, send post cards, send emails to legislators, 

  to let them know that their constituents want them to enact legislation 

    that protects the unborn. 

All of us can pray for an end to abortion. 

 

Our parish has worked long and hard to uphold the Gospel of Life. 

We have a Respect Life Committee. 
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We have supported the North Side Life Center in Robbinsdale  

  for many, many years. 

The North Side Life Center offers an alternative to women with an unexpected pregnancy, 

    encouragement, sound advice, reliable information,  

  and for the women who do choose life, 

    North Side Life Center gives all sorts of support: 

      diapers, clothes, blankets, cribs, and formula. 

For many years we have had a baby bottle campaign  

  for donations to support the pro-life effort, 

    and our parish has contributed thousands of dollars. 

 

The face of the Catholic pro-life effort in the Archdiocese is changing. 

North Side Life Center is on the west side of the river, 

  while there were two other organizations on the east side of the river, 

  Highland Life Care Center and University Life Care Center. 

Under the leadership of Bishop Andrew Cozzens, 

  in 2015 Highland and University came together in a new entity called Abria. 

Abria means strong and beautiful. 

  Every mother is strong and beautiful, and so is her child. 

 

Abria chose a strategic location, 

  2200 University Ave. in St. Paul, 

  one block from Planned Parenthood, 

  the branch of Planned Parenthood  

    that performs the most abortions in the State of Minnesota every year. 

 

Abria has billboards that people can see as they go into Planned Parenthood. 

Abria is easy access, on the light rail line. 

Abria offers the life alternative. 

While the leadership and support of Abria is Catholic, 

  it has a non-denominational face so anyone can come, 

  and religion is not brought up unless the client does so. 

 

Abria’s role is support and friendship to those faced with an unexpected pregnancy. 

Abria offers a number of medical services: 

  pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, STI testing, and accurate medical information. 

Abria offers personal support services: 

  education on self-care, infant care, parenting education, life coaching, 

    and if needed, even professional counseling. 

Abria offers material assistance for those who choose life: 

  maternity clothes, baby clothes, cribs, strollers, cart seats, and a host of other things. 

 

Abria has just merged with the North Side Life Center, 

  so there is a unified effort and approach in Minneapolis and St. Paul, 

  in Hennepin County and Ramsey County. 
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Abria is the Catholic pro-life effort of the Twin Cities. 

 

For whatever support you have given to North Side Life Center in the past, 

  I would ask you to transfer it to Abria immediately, 

  and for whatever support you have given, 

  I would like to invite you to maintain it, or give it a little extra, 

  because the safety and security of the unborn  

    is one of the biggest moral issues before our country, 

    and it is an imperative to uphold the Gospel of Life. 

 

Do I believe in Abria?  Absolutely! 

In 1995 Pope John Paul II wrote an encyclical, 

  Evangelium Vitae, The Gospel of Life, 

    and I have preached on it multiple times, 

    and have given it my strong public support. 

The bishops are paying attention to what their priests are doing, 

  and a number of people told Bishop Cozzens 

    how I have tried to explain the Gospel of Life 

    and encouraged people to follow to the teaching of the Holy Father. 

When Abria was founded, 

  Bishop Cozzens invited me to be a member of the Clergy Council for Abria, 

  and I accepted because I strongly believe in Abria’s mission. 

 

If we want to get involved in the pro-life effort, 

  Abria is one of the best ways. 

If we are looking for a place to donate our money 

  that is reputable and trustworthy 

  that will advance the Gospel of Life, 

  Abria is a perfect place. 

 

If you want to know more about Abria, 

  there is an information table by the doors to the gym with all sorts of informational literature, 

  and there is a representative from Abria if you would like to visit. 

Members of our Respect Life Committee are also out there. 

 

We are repeating the baby bottle campaign, but now for Abria. 

The bottles will be available at the exits at the end of Mass 

  and can be returned with your donations over the next two weeks. 

 

The Gospel of Life is about upholding the sanctity of life 

  from conception until natural death. 

 

Jesus has a positive alternative to the way that American society is doing business. 

Our Good Shepherd told the crowd, 

  “I came that you might have life, and have it to the full” (paraphrase, Jn 10:10b). 


