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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year C 
Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-2,2-3,7-8,9-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-12 

 

RESPECT LIFE 2019 
Saturday, January 19, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, January 20, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

This Tuesday, January 22nd, is the 46th anniversary (1973 – 2019) 

  of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion in the United States. 

It is a tragic anniversary. 

 

The death toll is staggering, and mounting. 

 

The estimates are these:   

  over 60 million abortions in the United States; 

  1.2 million abortions per year;  

  3,300 per day. 

 

Tuesday, in every diocese in the United States, it will be a  

  Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of the Unborn Child. 

 

This anniversary is a summons to prayer, a call to prayer! 

  Pray we should! 

  Pray we must! 

 

I have a list of things to pray for. 

  It is not all-inclusive. 

  We all have our own special prayers when it comes to our concerns for life. 

 

These are some suggestions for what to pray for, especially on Tuesday: 

  for the safety of the child in the womb; 

  that our society would place a much higher value on life 

    from conception until natural death; 

  that more congressional representatives and senators would take a pro-life position; 

  that the judges in the court system would render decisions that uphold 

    the fundamental American values of life, liberty, happiness for all; 

  that the voice for virtuous sexual and moral values and behavior 

    be spoken, heard, and heeded in our high schools, colleges, and universities; 

  for the grace of conversion,  

    that those who are pro-choice would be able to see and admit their error, 

      and be able to change course to pro-life; 

  to plead for God’s mercy and forgiveness for all of the sins that have been committed; 

  for the success of pro-life ministries like Abria; 

  that priests and parishes would proclaim the Gospel of Life with great courage; 

  and that every one of us individually would be champions of the Gospel of Life, 

    and do so with even greater conviction and determination. 
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We have so much to pray about. 

 

The prayer will not happen if we do not reserve or dedicate time. 

We need to be intentional about this. 

We need to make a conscious choice about the time of the day, 

    before breakfast, over the lunch hour, before dinner; 

  to pick a place that is conducive to prayer; 

  and decide on a certain amount of time:  5 minutes, 10 minutes, whatever. 

 

And how shall we pray? 

 

There are many options when it comes to our prayer  

  for the legal protection of the unborn child. 

We can always pray conversationally in our own words. 

Or we could add a prayer at meal time 

  when the family is together at the dinner table. 

On Relevant Radio, they regularly pray the Memorare. 

It could be as simple as an Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be, 

  or it could be more – a decade of the Rosary, or a full Rosary. 

Tuesday would be a great day to make a holy hour. 

The Church teaches that our best form of communal prayer is the Mass, 

  so Tuesday would be a great day to attend a daily Mass. 

 

In addition to Tuesday being a day of prayer, 

  ever since the Roe v. Wade decision, 

    the Church has reserved January 22 as a day of mourning and penance. 

 

Mourning. 

This is very sad, 

  such a tragic, senseless loss of life. 

Just think how we mourn the loss of someone who dies from a heart attack or cancer. 

The mourning is more severe when it is a young person, 

  like a car accident or a suicide. 

The intentional death of a new life in the womb is profoundly sad. 

  No cards.  No flowers. 

  No funeral.  No burial.   

  No tomb stone.  No flag at half-mast. 

We are left to wonder what the person would have been, 

  but will never be. 

Over 60 million. 

It is a time of grief over a national disaster. 

 

In addition to prayer and mourning, Tuesday has become a day of penance. 

Penance is done to make reparation for sin. 

It is not fun to talk about sin, but we have to be honest about it, 

  and when it comes to abortion, almost every side of it is sinful. 
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Let’s examine some sinful aspects of abortion. 

To deviate from what is right and good, to do wrong, is a sin. 

If a moral standard is used, 

  like the gospel, as when Jesus said, “I came that you might have life” (paraphrase, Jn 10:10), 

    it is not difficult to see when something does not conform to the standard. 

 

Let’s take the Supreme Court’s decision itself. 

It is the duty of government to protect the welfare of its citizens. 

The justices themselves sinned by failing to protect the life of its most vulnerable citizens, 

  and it is a reason for our country to do penance. 

 

Abortion flourishes in a society that is sexually immoral, 

  where there is so much sexual activity before marriage, outside of marriage. 

In American culture there is a presumption that people will be sexually active. 

All we have to do is look at the material in health courses in high school and colleges. 

Let’s be frank:  with promiscuity, with adultery, come unwanted pregnancies. 

People don’t want to be confronted with their behavior, but it is sinful, 

  and it is reason for our country to do penance. 

 

Let’s look at some medical professionals. 

I’m not going to call them health care providers, 

  because to perform an abortion is not good health and not good care. 

Organizationally, even to sponsor an abortion clinic is sinful. 

For a counselor to recommend an abortion is sinful. 

And then to schedule an abortion,  

  and then be on the team that carries out an abortion, 

  it violates the Fifth Commandment, “You shall not kill” (Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17). 

This is reason for us to do penance. 

 

When I served at St. Benedict the African on the South Side of Chicago, 

  the situation was terrible: 

    the schools were bad, 

    gangs were running the streets, 

    drugs everywhere, 

    assaults, drive by shootings, the highest murder rate in the country. 

Many a prospective mother, Catholic, in our parish, when she got pregnant, would wonder, 

  “Should I bring a child into this mess when the future seems so bleak?” 

To many of them, 

  it looked like an abortion spared their child an immense amount of suffering. 

For the richest county in the world to allow the inner city to be like this, 

  to not dedicate enough resources to schools, to housing, 

  to not dedicate enough resources to law enforcement, to social service, 

  to not consider this a national emergency, 

  is national, political, and corporate sin, 

  and a major reason for us to do penance. 
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Penance is done for the reparation of sins. 

 

Reparation is to try to make up for something: 

  to say we’re sorry,  

  to try to do better, 

  to make restitution where possible, 

  to try to repair the damage done by the sin. 

 

There is no way to make complete reparation for a grievous sin like abortion, 

  but an attempt to do something still should be made. 

Lent is a season when we make reparation for sins. 

Tuesday can be like a mini, one-day Lent, 

  and what we do in Lent, we can do on Tuesday: 

    prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and good works. 

 

We spoke about prayer already. 

Fasting, we can give something up on Tuesday. 

Almsgiving is to make a donation, 

  and this would be an ideal opportunity to give something to Abria or another pro-life ministry. 

And a good deed is a premier way to do reparation, 

  because, as St. Peter said, “Love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pt 4:8b). 

 

Our parish is fully committed to upholding the Gospel of Life. 

Every year we set aside a weekend re-examine this, 

  because the sanctity of life must remain one of our most urgent concerns. 

 

We have a Respect Life Committee. 

The members raise awareness,  

  educate people on the issues, provide information,  

  pray, volunteer, and conduct our annual Baby Bottle Campaign. 

The Respect Life Committee is well-connected with Abria Pregnancy Resources, 

  now with two service centers,  

    one on University Avenue in St. Paul, 

    and the other, the new site, on Broadway and Penn in North Minneapolis. 

There are a couple of ways to get involved: 

  you are welcome to join the committee because they are always looking for new members, 

  and, if not on the committee, we can support committee’s work.  

 

One easy and concrete way for us to uphold the Gospel of Life 

  is to support the exceptional work of Abria Pregnancy Resources. 

The Baby Bottle Campaign starts today. 

Members of our Respect Life Committee and our sixth grade Life Crusaders 

  will be handing out baby bottles after Mass. 

The hope is for each household to take a bottle, 

  put a donation inside,  

  and then bring it back and place it in the bin in the Narthex over the next two weeks. 
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Another way to get involved is to participate in Minnesota’s annual March for Life. 

It will be this Tuesday. 

It begins on the front steps of the St. Paul Cathedral at 10:30 a.m.  

  with a short prayer service. 

Then, the participants will march down John Ireland Boulevard the State Capitol, 

  and there will be a program in front of the State Capital. 

Anyone who wishes to go is welcome to go on their own. 

A free bus service is available. 

  The pick-up will be in the Lund’s Parking Lot at 9:15 a.m. 

  The bus is compliments of the Knights of Columbus of St. Bonifacius. 

The march is a great opportunity to be a witness for the Gospel of Life. 

 

When it comes to the sanctity of life, Jesus is very clear about this. 

When Jesus spoke about children, no matter what age, Jesus said, 

  “Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them” (Mk 10:14). 

Our Good Shepherd also said, 

  “I came that [you] may have life” (Jn 10:10b). 

 

When anyone upholds the value of life from conception until natural death, 

  the person is in conformance with the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 


