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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10,14,17,33-35; Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33 

 

THERE IS NOTHING CONCEALED 

THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, June 24, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, June 25, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

There is a widespread misunderstanding about this gospel. 

 

Let’s clear it up. 

 

Here is the verse that is terribly misunderstood: 

“There is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, 

    nor secret that will not be made known” (Mt 10:26). 

 

How would you like all of your private stuff to be made public? 

Terrifying, isn’t it? 

 

This verse has been used as a scare tactic for centuries. 

 

This is how the scare tactic goes, 

  and it’s gross. 

 

Every one of us has committed some sins that are not known to other people. 

  In fact, some of our worst sins we may have gotten away with. 

  Nobody has a clue. 

  They are hidden away. 

  No punishment. 

  We’d like for those evil deeds to be buried, dead, and gone forever. 

 

But, there is this threat that everything that is concealed will be revealed, 

  that everything that is secret will be made known (see Mt 10:26). 

 

The scare tactic is that on Judgment Day, 

  the day that you or I arrive at the Gate of Heaven,  

  on the day that we stand before Jesus, the Just Judge (Mt 25:31-33), 

  that there is going to be a big crowd behind Jesus: 

    our deceased family and relatives,  

    friends, neighbors, co-workers, 

    as well all of the angels and saints. 

 

It is going to be a huge stage,  

  a vast assembly (see Rv 7:9a). 
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The scare tactic is that every private sin that you or I have committed, 

  particularly our most serious sins, 

    the most scandalous things we have ever done, 

    the most immoral things,  

    the most devious things,  

  that they will all will be on full display for everybody to see. 

 

When it comes to the people we don’t like, or our enemies, we might be thinking, 

  “They’ve got it coming.” 

 

But when it comes to you and me, 

  the prospect that this could happen to us is simply frightful. 

We cringe at the thought that all those things could be brought up, 

  that they would be used against us, 

  and that they would be used to humiliate us in such a cruel way. 

 

Preachers use this verse as a scare tactic. 

They wave their finger at their congregation. 

They use a high scolding voice. 

  “Judgment Day is coming. 

    Stop your sinning. 

    Don’t you know that your every sin will be revealed for all to see?” 

 

And everybody slinks in their pews or seats, 

  and worries about that dreaded day when we will be  

    mortified, shamed, and humiliated. 

 

This is an interpretation that many of us have heard before, 

  and we have been warned about. 

What do you think of this interpretation? 

 

It is sad and ridiculous! 

 

If this is what Jesus has planned for us on Judgment Day, 

    then Jesus is mean, 

  and if Jesus is mean, 

    then, really, I don’t want anything to do with him. 

 

Please remember, God is love (1 Jn 4:8, 16). 

  Jesus is the Son of God (Mk 1:1; 15:39b). 

  Jesus is love personified. 

 

Jesus became a human being because he loves us (Jn 3:16, Phil 2:7), 

  and died on the Cross for us out of his love for us (Jn 10:15b,18; 15:13), 

  and he wants us to enjoy eternal life with him forever in heaven. 
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Jesus is kind and merciful (see Lk 23:34,43; 24:36), 

  and takes no delight whatsoever in punishing us. 

 

“There is no fear in love” (1 Jn 4:18a). 

“Perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment” (1 Jn 4:18b). 

 

On Judgment Day, when you and I stand before Jesus at the Gate of Heaven, 

  there is not a chance that he would want to embarrass us before anyone. 

It would be a mean thing to do, 

  and it would absolutely contrary to his divine nature which is love through and through. 

On Judgment Day, Jesus will certainly know our sins. 

  Jesus is omniscient; he knows everything. 

While Jesus knows what we have done in secret, 

  he is pure compassion,  

    and he is ready and willing to go easy and give us the benefit of the doubt. 

Our loving Lord would never shame us before anyone. 

 

Jesus does not use scare tactics, 

  because scare tactics induce fear, 

  and there is no fear in love (1 Jn 4:18a). 

 

So any preacher, or anybody else, who uses scare tactics, 

  like the threat of public humiliation, or the threat of punishment, 

  to get us to forcefully submit to the gospel, 

  has got it all wrong, 

  and is not following Jesus and his ways. 

 

Jesus invites, 

  and he does so freely, 

  without force or coercion, 

  without fear or intimidation. 

 

What we hear whispered is to be proclaimed on the housetops (Mt 10:27c). 

  Jesus loves us. 

  Jesus went to the Cross to save us. 

  Jesus will be at the Gate of Heaven waiting to embrace us upon our arrival. 

  And Jesus will never shame or embarrass us. 

   

The one thing that will make Jesus truly happy is that, 

  when our time on earth is finished, 

  and when we meet him at the Gate of Heaven,  

  Jesus will be delighted to embrace us (Lk 15:20),  

    swing open the Gate, and welcome us inside, 

  and with our sins washed away in the Blood that he shed on the Cross, 

  he will joyfully grant us a place in the Father’s house  

    to be with him for all eternity (Jn 14:2-3). 


