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THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year C 
Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1,12,18-22; Heb 11:1-2,8-19; Lk 12:32-48 

 

WE’LL LEAVE THE LIGHT ON FOR YA! 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, August 10, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, August 11, 2019, 7:00, 8:30, and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

Jesus said, “Light your lamps” (Lk 12:35). 

 

This is just like Tom Bodette of Motel 6,  

  “We’ll leave the light on for ya’!” 

 

Yup!  The lowest price of any national chain! 

Seven Minnesota locations to serve you: 

    Duluth, Rochester, and St. Cloud. 

And four metro locations: 

  Lakeville and Richfield,  

  Roseville and Brooklyn Center. 

 

“We’ll leave the light on for ya’!” 

 

Motel 6’s little slogan means that they’ll be ready when the guest arrives. 

  The bed will be made. 

  The floor will be vacuumed. 

  There will be fresh towels in the bathroom. 

 

But what would happen if the bed wasn’t made, 

  and the floor was piled with trash, 

  and the washing machines were broken down, 

  and all of the towels were dirty? 

 

When the guest comes, the customer comes, 

  and there is no room ready, 

  and Motel 6 is not prepared; 

 this is a one-chance deal. 

 

The customer wants service now. 

If the room isn’t ready, 

  the customer goes elsewhere. 

 

Tom Bodette knows it. 

And … Jesus knows it. 

It’s absolutely essential to be ready. 
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Think of what it would be like if: 

  you had a stroke or an acute appendicitis and the ER wasn’t ready, 

  or someone was breaking into your home and the police weren’t ready, 

  or your airplane was about to land and the air traffic controllers weren’t ready. 

 

“We’ll leave the light on for ya’!” 

 

Motel 6 knows this. 

Methodist or HCMC, their ERs know this. 

The Wayzata Police Department knows this. 

The air traffic controllers know this. 

It is unacceptable not to be ready. 

 

All of them pride themselves on preparedness. 

 

This applies to our spiritual lives. 

 

When Jesus says, “Light your lamps” (Lk 12:35), 

  he is saying, “Be prepared - spiritually!” 

We have no clue when the Son of Man is coming (Lk 12:40).  None! 

 

Just think of the poor souls in El Paso or Dayton. 

They had no idea that the end would be coming for them. 

It is no wonder that Jesus said, 

  “You also must be prepared, 

   for at an hour you do not know or expect, 

  the Son of Man will come” (Lk 12:40). 

 

Motel 6 knows that you have to be ready all the time. 

  The ER knows it.  

  The police know it. 

  The air traffic controllers know it. 

 

How come we don’t get it when it comes to our spiritual lives? 

 

Our spiritual bed may not be made. 

  Our spiritual floor may be piled with trash. 

  Our spiritual towels may be soiled and dirty. 

 

You and I are innkeepers. 

We need to be able to say to Jesus,  

  “I’ll leave the light on for ya’!” 

  “Come whenever you want!” 

  “I’m ready all the time!” 
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If Jesus does arrives unexpectedly, 

 and if he says, “I want to take you to the Eternal Motel 6, 

  to the heavenly mansion where there is a room ready for you, right now” (see Jn 14:2), 

  our light had better be on. 

We had better be ready to make the trip. 

 

We must not put off to tomorrow what we can do today. 

 

Jesus said:  “Blessed is that servant who is ready” (paraphrase, Lk 12:37). 

 

The rewards are phenomenal to those who are ready. 

 

Those who have the light on for Jesus when he comes knocking 

  will get a seat at the table (the eternal banquet table in heaven) (see Is 25:5), 

  and the master (Jesus) will wait on them! (Lk 12:37b). 

 

If you and I are trapped by sin, 

  it is time to turn away from sin, 

  to make the bed, 

  to vacuum the floor, 

  and to wash the towels. 

 

Jesus is blessing us with a second chance to turn the light on. 

 

We’re lucky. 

We don’t have to be caught off-guard. 

 

Jesus, the One who will come to us in the Eucharist at this Mass, 

  is inviting us to do spiritual housecleaning. 

 

Jesus wants us to admit our sins, 

  in our personal prayer, 

  in the Penitential Rite within this Mass, 

  in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

  so the darkness of our sin can be removed 

    and our light can burn more brightly. 

 

Jesus wants us to have 

  clean sheets, 

  a tidy floor, 

  a fresh towels. 

 

You and I, we’re the innkeepers. 

Jesus will come knocking 

Let’s be sure to have the light on for him! 


