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THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2,3-4,5-6,8-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27 

 

GET BEHIND ME, BUT DON’T GET LOST 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, September 2, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, September 3, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Masses 

 

Our friend, Pete!  

He’s something else, isn’t he? 

 

I hope you’re up to a little audience participation. 

You respond “Yes” or “No.”  OK? 

Ready!  Here we go. 

 

Peter, fisherman (Mt 4:18), yes or no? 

  Yes! 

Peter, apostle (Mt 10:2), yes or no? 

  Yes! 

Peter, leader of the early Church (Acts 2:14; 3:1,12; 4:8; 5:3; 9:32; 10:9,34), yes or no? 

  Yes! 

Peter, crucified upside down in Rome, martyr for the faith, yes or no? 

  Yes! 

Peter, always smart, always faithful (Mt 14:30; 16:22; 26:40,43,51, 45,69-75), yes or no? 

  No! 

 

In this gospel Peter is not too bright. 

Peter is a big disappointment after how well he did last week. 

Last week Jesus asked Peter, “Who do you say that I am?” (Mt 16:15). 

Peter replied, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God” (Mt 16:16). 

Peter made a dramatic and wonderful profession of faith. 

 

In calling Jesus, “Messiah,” Peter, correct insight, yes or no? 

  Yes! 

In calling Jesus, “Son of the Living God,” Peter, great faith statement, yes or no? 

  Yes! 

 

Then, after Peter had made such a remarkable declaration, 

  Jesus must have felt that it was safe to share something more personal and private,  

    something that was very troubling to him. 

 

Jesus was in the process of discovering God’s will for him,  

  and feeling a little more confident in their ability to handle sensitive information, 

  he told his apostles, maybe even in a whispering voice, maybe trembling: 

  “I have to go to Jerusalem.  I am going to suffer greatly.  I am going be killed”  

    (paraphrase, Mt 16:21). 
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Jesus just explained God’s plan for him (Mt 16:21). 

  It is an incredibly hard plan, but it’s the plan,  

  and it is God’s will (see Mt 26:39,42,44). 

 

Then Peter does a couple of shocking things. 

 

Peter took Jesus aside (Mt 16:22a). 

  Peter pulled Jesus aside. 

  Peter “called him out.” 

  It is like being called into the principal’s office, being called into the boss’s office. 

  Whoever put Peter in charge? 

  Peter was usurping power that wasn’t his. 

 

Then, even more shocking, Peter rebuked Jesus (Mt 16:22b). 

  Peter scolded Jesus.  

  He gave him a verbal tongue-lashing. 

 

Peter had some sharp words for Jesus, 

  “You, go to Jerusalem – to suffer – that’s ridiculous! 

    Don’t go to Jerusalem. 

    Don’t put yourself through it. 

    The heck with God’s plan. 

    You don’t need all that suffering. 

    Play it safe. 

    Stay up here in Galilee” (paraphrase, Mt 16:22c). 

 

Peter told Jesus to dump God’s plan for him. 

 

Peter’s scolding, appropriate, yes or no? 

  No! 

Peter’s advice to Jesus, on target and helpful, yes or no? 

  No! 

 

Peter is a bumbling idiot here. 

Imagine, Peter, tempting the Son of God to disobey his Father! 

 

Next, we see Jesus the angriest he ever gets with an apostle. 

Jesus tells Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 

  You are an obstacle to me” (Mt 16:23). 

 

Jesus, upset, yes or no? 

  Yes! 

Jesus, condemning Peter, yes or no? 

  No! 

  Ah, ah!  Tricked you, didn’t I?   

  Devilish of me! 
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There is a clue that reveals whether Jesus is condemning Peter or not. 

 

Jesus had a face-to-face encounter with Satan earlier in Matthew’s gospel. 

It was after Jesus spent forty days in the desert (Mt 4:1-11), 

  and the devil tempted him. 

Jesus told Satan, 

  “Be gone, Satan!” (CCD/D-R, Mt 4:10), 

but Jesus told Peter, 

  “Get behind me” (Mt 16:23). 

 

There is a huge difference here. 

Please note:  Jesus did not tell Peter to get lost or to leave. 

Jesus told Satan, “Be gone!” 

  but Jesus told Peter, “Get behind,”  

  to tuck in right behind, to stay close, and to let Jesus lead. 

 

Jesus, merciful, yes or no? 

  Yes! 

 

Jesus wanted to get rid of Satan,  

  but Jesus wanted to hang on to Peter, his good friend.  

In saying, “Get behind me,”  

  Jesus was inviting Peter to remain as his follower,  

  to fall in line behind him with the other disciples, 

  to stay close, 

  and to follow in his footsteps (see Mt 16:24).   

 

Jesus banished Satan,  

  but he never banished Peter (Barclay, W., Matthew, Vol. 2, 150). 

 

And there is a troubling aspect about Peter’s mistakes. 

Peter serves as a representative figure. 

 

Q:  Who does Peter represent? 

A:  All of us. 

 

Peter was on target one minute, 

  and completely off course the next. 

We are just like Peter: 

  good one minute, not-so-good the next. 

 

Here is the most important yes-no question of the homily: 

Jesus is willing to give you and me a second chance, yes or no? 

  Yes!  Absolutely. 
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This is one of the things that I love about Jesus so much. 

We all do stupid things, we all commit sins, 

  thoughts and deeds that off course, unfaithful, harmful, or offensive. 

Sometimes it might look like we are “possessed by the devil.” 

Jesus could say to you and me:   

  “Be gone,” like he did to Satan, but he doesn’t. 

Instead, Jesus tells us, “Get behind me!  Get in line!  Stay close! 

  Follow in my footsteps!  And then you’ll be all right!” 

 

Jesus wants to be close to us. 

  The fact that we are here at Mass means we want to be close to him. 

Jesus will never tell us, “Be gone!” 

With the grace and strength that we receive in the Eucharist, 

  let’s us fall in line behind our Savior, 

  always stay close to him, 

  renew our commitment to take up our crosses, 

  and follow in our Lord’s footsteps (Mt 16:24). 

 


