
 

1 

 

THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year B 
Is 50:4-9; Ps 116:1-2,3-4,5-6,8-9; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 

 

THE SECOND COMING 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Sunday, September 16, 2018, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

Based upon Bergant, D., Preaching the New Lectionary B, 358-359 

 

People are looking forward to the coming of the Messiah. 

  Some people are excited. 

  Some people are afraid. 

  Some people are confused. 

 

Let’s talk about the coming of the Messiah. 

 

When Jesus was alive, 

  people had been waiting and watching for the Messiah for about 1500 years, 

    from the time of Moses. 

 

For Peter and the apostles, 

  when Jesus appeared, they were pretty sure that the waiting and watching was over, 

  that the Messiah had appeared, 

  that Jesus was the Messiah. 

 

For the Jewish people of today, 

  they are still waiting and watching. 

When it came to the Messiah, 

  Jesus did not fulfill their expectations. 

Jesus did not keep the Law the way that they thought he should. 

Jesus was not grand and glorious like they thought the Messiah would be. 

For the Jewish people of today, they are still waiting and watching for the Messiah. 

They have been on the lookout for 3500 years. 

 

And then there is you and me. 

We agree with Peter and the other apostles. 

We believe that Jesus is the Messiah. 

We believe that the Messiah came 2000 years ago. 

We believe that Jesus is the Promised One. 

 

But, we, like the Jews of today, 

    are awaiting the coming of the Messiah, 

  not for the First Coming, 

    but for the Second Coming. 

 

So, we are all waiting and watching, and we are looking for the signs. 
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Jesus promised that he would come again (see Mt 24:37b,39,44). 

  “The Son of Man will come in his glory” (see Mt 16:27; 25:31); 

  “He is going to be accompanied by his angels” (see Mt 16:27; 25:31); 

  “He will be seated upon a glorious throne” (see Mt 25:31). 

  “The Son of Man will come in his kingdom” (see Mt 16:28b). 

 

Jesus is going to come again, presumably at the end of the age. 

 

What kind of Messiah are you looking for? 

What kind of Messiah can we expect? 

 

There are so many lies, so much fake news. 

Are we looking for a Messiah who will come and speak the truth, 

  who will uphold the truth,  

  and establish a reign of truth, 

  a time in which everything is honest and just and fair. 

Is this the kind of Messiah that we are looking for? 

 

Our organizations are such a mess. 

When we look at Washington, health care, education, corporations, 

  and yes, even the Vatican, 

  are we looking for the appearance of Messiah  

  who will come and establish a New Order, 

  who will cause the structures of society to function properly, 

  uphold the common good, care for everyone, and be trustworthy. 

Is this the kind of Messiah that we are looking for? 

 

Our leaders let us down. 

They may be gifted in some ways, but they are all sinners, 

  and they betray us and disappoint us. 

So when the Messiah comes again,  

  are we looking for a great leader, 

  one unlike every other leader, 

  one who will captivate us, lead us, and guide us to a better life? 

Is this the kind of Messiah that we are looking for? 

 

There are so many who have done terrible deeds, 

  committed horrific crimes. 

There are national leaders who have led their people into war, like Hitler. 

There are the bosses of drug cartels in Mexico and Columbia. 

There are murderers and rapists. 

There are the Bernie Madoffs and Tom Peters of this world. 

Are we looking for a Messiah who will make a grand and glorious appearance,, 

  and finally, at long last, give these evildoers their due, 

  give them what they deserve, and punish them severely? 

Is this the kind of Messiah that we are looking for? 
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Or, this world is a hopeless mess. 

Sin and evil is pervasive everywhere. 

It is not fixable. 

It is a total wreck. 

And when the Messiah comes, 

  are we looking for a Messiah who is so outraged, so infuriated, 

  that he will bring a time of trial and tribulation, 

    brimstone, fire, and destruction, 

  and the Messiah will destroy the world and bring this whole mess to a bitter end? 

Is this the kind of Messiah that we are looking for? 

 

If we are looking for any or all of these, 

  we had best beware. 

Peter and the other apostles had it wrong. 

We probably have it wrong, too. 

 

Peter was hoping for someone who would restore the glory of Israel. 

We may be hoping for someone who will take revenge 

  or lead society to a better place. 

 

Jesus warns us, 

  “You thinking not as God does, but as human beings do” (Mk 8:33b). 

 

Instead of being so concerned about what the coming Messiah might look like down the road, 

  we should be concerned about what we look like today. 

The way to prepare for the Second Coming of the Messiah, 

    whenever the Messiah might come, 

  would be to live a good and holy life today. 

To live according to Jesus and the gospel 

  is to think as God does, not as human beings do (see Mk 8:33b). 

 

Jesus predicted that he would pick up his Cross (Mk 8:31), 

  and he is inviting us to pick up our cross and follow in his footsteps (Mk 8:34). 

In this world, people want to be in charge of their own lives. 

Jesus was tempted by this, too. 

  “Father … take this cup away from me” (Mk 14:36a). 

But then Jesus caught himself and said, 

  “But not what I will but what you will” (Mk 14:36b). 

 

Maybe the hardest part of carrying our cross is to follow God’s will. 

We want to do things our way. 

Many times we don’t even try to find out God’s will. 

  We don’t ask.  We don’t listen. 

People ask me:  how can I know God’s will? 

If we read the gospel, if we pray, God’s plan for us will be revealed. 
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If we are guided by the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22-23),  

  we will know God’s will. 

 

And how shall we prepare for the Second Coming? 

 

If we hate all of the lies and fake news, 

  then we should be people of truth, 

    and that is carrying the cross. 

 

If we hate leaders who let us down, 

  then we should be people who are dependable and reliable, 

    and that is carrying the cross. 

 

If we hate all of the corruption in organizations, 

  then we should conduct our affairs with honesty and integrity, 

    and that is carrying the cross. 

   

If we hate criminals and evil doers, 

  then we should be people who offer forgiveness and restore justice, 

    and that is carrying the cross. 

 

If we hate the sinful condition of our world, 

  then we should be people live uprightly in our homes, 

  our schools, our churches, at work, or wherever we go,  

    and that is carrying the cross. 

 

Our Messiah, Jesus Christ, has come,  

  and he will come again (Mt 24:37,39,44) 

He will probably come at an unexpected time, 

  and in a way that we least expect (see Mt 24:44,50; Lk 12:40). 

 

When the Messiah does come, 

  let us be sure that we are carrying our crosses  

    and following in his footsteps (Mk 8:34b). 

 

 

 


