
 

1 

 

THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year C 
Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2,4-6,7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 

 

ENERGY FOR JESUS AND THE GOSPEL 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, September 21, 2019, 7:30 p.m. 

Hilton Hotel, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

Our Scripture readings seem like they are concerned with cheating and dishonesty 

  with an implied plea for honesty and integrity. 

It is evident in the first reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos. 

  The business people fixed their scales for cheating (Am 8:5). 

It is evident in the gospel of Luke. 

  The steward was devious (Lk 16:8). 

While truth and fairness are important, 

  there is a deeper meaning that is not readily as apparent  

  that very well may be the main point. 

 

Let’s dig a little deeper. 

 

We need to set the stage. 

This gospel comes from Luke, Chapter 16. 

It is part of the Journey Discourse. 

Jesus is on his final journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. 

The first phase of his ministry was over. 

If we presume that his public ministry lasted three years, 

  and that the final phase of his ministry in Jerusalem was relatively short, 

    teaching in the Temple precincts and whatever else he did, 

  his Galilean ministry probably lasted two or two-and-a-half years. 

His disciples had been with him for a long while already. 

  They had heard him speak many times. 

  They had witnessed many miracles. 

  They had shared many meals and had many private talks. 

  They supposedly were very close friends and had a great loyalty to him. 

But Jesus was upset and disappointed with his disciples. 

 

In Luke, Chapter 15,  

  Jesus was in a heated exchange with the scribes and Pharisees (Lk 15:2). 

Luke 16 is a big switch.   

Jesus directed his comments toward his disciples (Lk 16:1). 

Jesus was unhappy with them,  

  and he used a story to express his disappointment. 

 

In Jesus’ story, there are three characters: 

  the master, the steward; and the slaves, 

  and they were all greedy and “after the money.” 
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The master owned the land and the slaves. 

  The slaves worked the olive groves and the wheat fields. 

People did not use money as currency like we do today. 

Payment usually was in the form of commodities. 

The master took the lion’s share of the olive oil and the wheat, 

  and he “paid” his servants with olive oil and wheat. 

The greedy master underpaid the slaves 

  so they did not have enough to support themselves and their families. 

The slaves were forced to borrow from their master to have enough food to survive, 

  but the interest rate was so high they could never make enough to pay it back, 

  and they got deeper and deeper in debt every year, and there was no escape. 

It was very much like the slaves on the cotton plantations  

  in the southern United States 150 years ago. 

 

The steward handled the loans. 

Interest rates were steep. 

These days the interest rate on a bad credit card can be as high as 25% or 27%. 

It was the same for wheat 2,000 years ago in Israel. 

The interest rate on borrowed wheat was 25%. 

If a slave borrowed 80 bushels, 25% is another 20 bushels, 

  so the slave would owe 100 bushels (see Lk 16:7). 

 

Olive oil was a very precious commodity. 

I have no idea why the interest was so high, but it was 100%. 

If a slave borrowed 50 jars of olive oil, 

  a year later the slave would owe 100 jars (see Lk 16:6). 

 

The slaves never borrowed this much. 

Jesus used round numbers to make his point. 

 

We need to mindful that the master was a Jew, the steward was a Jew, 

  and that according to the Mosaic Law, 

  it is illegal, sinful, to practice usury, to charge interest on a loan  

  (Dt 23:20; see also Ex 22:24-26; Lev 25:36-37; Dt 24:10-13; Ez 18:7,8,13,17; 22:12). 

According to the Mosaic Law, if you lend $100, you get repaid $100. 

 

The master was all about making money, even if it was illegal. 

The steward was also about making money, 

  because he controlled all of the accounting 

    and he made sure that he got a slice of the action. 

 

And then he spent the money on himself. 

He squandered it, just like the prodigal son. 

  The younger son was charged with dissipation (Lk 15:13). 

He went off to a far distant country, 

  eating too much, drinking too much, and doing prostitutes (Lk 15:30). 
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Meanwhile, the slaves didn’t have any money, 

  but they had their hearts set on money, 

  and they were jealous of people who had money. 

 

Remember, there are three characters in this parable, 

  the master, the steward; and the slaves, 

  and they were all greedy and “after the money.” 

   

The steward wanted to get out of trouble (Lk 16:3-4). 

So the steward called in the first debtor (Lk 16:6-6). 

He had him change his olive oil invoice from 100 to 50. 

The steward cancelled the interest, 

  which should never have been charged in the first place. 

 

Then the steward called in the second debtor (Lk 16:7). 

He had him change his wheat invoice from 100 to 80. 

Again, the steward cancelled the interest 

  which should never have been charged in the first place. 

 

Actually, by cancelling the interest, 

  the steward got the master out of trouble 

  because he corrected the master’s sinful, wrongful interest charges. 

And the master gave the steward credit for being enterprising or prudent (Lk 16:8). 

 

It is quite an intriguing story, and Jesus directed it straight at his disciples. 

It was a parable about people in business who are fixated on making money. 

 

Then Jesus, looking his disciples squarely in the eye,  

  gave his stinging comment, 

  “The children of this world are more prudent … than the children of the light” (Lk 16:8b). 

It was a harsh and it was meant for his disciples. 

 

“The children of this world” are people in business chasing the almighty dollar. 

“The children of the light” are his disciples. 

Jesus is the light of the world. 

To be his disciple is to be a child of the light. 

 

Jesus was saying, in effect, 

  “Look at these business people, the children of the world. 

   When it comes to making money, 

     they are energetic, creative, imaginative; 

     they are shrewd and resourceful; 

     they work really hard, they get up early, they stay up late; 

     they are great planners; 

     they are not afraid to change a plan that doesn’t work; 

     they can act quickly and decisively.” 
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  “And you, supposedly my children of the light, supposedly my faithful disciples, 

    why can’t you approach your spiritual life with the same focus and energy 

    as people in business who are so energetic when it comes to making money?” 

 

Jesus used this story to challenge his disciples’ half-hearted response to him. 

Jesus was disappointed with them, 

  and he wanted them to do much better. 

 

People are passionate about many things. 

  In general, people are very passionate about making money. 

  I’m passionate about being a good writer and I spend a lot of time and energy on it. 

  You are passionate about winning football games, 

    and you spend a lot of time and energy on it. 

 

Jesus is saying to me, 

  “Michael, wouldn’t it be great if you dedicated as much time and energy to your spiritual life  

      as you do to excellence in your writing?” 

 

And Jesus might be saying to you, 

  “Wouldn’t it be great if you dedicated as much time and energy to your spiritual life 

      as you do to excellence in football?” 

 

Actually, our passions are good. 

  It is the Holy Spirit who gives us energy. 

  It is a gift from God to be passionate about football. 

  It is a gift from God to be passionate about writing. 

  And Jesus would have us do well at both. 

 

But, as Jesus pointed out to his disciples, 

  he wants us, his followers, 

  to focus on our spiritual lives with great energy and attention. 

 

Nothing can outrank Jesus and the gospel, 

  not writing, 

  not football, 

  not money. 

 

As we pursue excellence in the things of this world that are temporary, 

  let us pursue excellence with regard to those things that last forever. 

 

Jesus wants us, his children of the light,  

  to take initiative, to be enterprising, to be prudent, 

  and to seek him above all else. 


