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THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 125: 4-5,6-7,8-9; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32 

 

CHANGING FROM NO TO YES 
Source:  Sanchez, P. D., “The Struggle from No to Yes,”  

Celebration, St. Anthony Messenger Press, September 29, 2002. 

Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Sunday, October 1, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

There are two sons in this gospel (Mt 21:28). 

Dad had a hard time with his two boys (Mt 28:29a,30b). 

 

Jesus asked the chief priests and the elders, and he asks you and me, 

  “Which of the two [boys] did his father’s will?” (Mt 21:31a). 

Remember now, 

  one son said yes but did not go to the vineyard (Mt 21:30b); 

  the other son said no but went (Mt 21:29). 

 

Which of the boys got it right? 

The chief priests and the elders replied, 

  “Obviously, the boy that went to the vineyard” (paraphrase, see Mt 21:31). 

 

But, please notice:  Jesus never approved their answer. 

  Why?  Because both of the boys got it wrong. 

The first son dropped the ball when he failed to follow through on his good intentions. 

The second son dropped the ball when he said no to his father. 

 

The father in the story represents God. 

The boys in this story represent you and me. 

 

The first boy was full of good intentions but he lacked follow through, and so do we. 

We make a list of New Year’s resolutions,  

  and we only keep them for a short while. 

Many of us do something like this on Ash Wednesday at the beginning of Lent. 

  We pick out two or three spiritual practices for Lent,  

    morning prayers, the rosary, spiritual reading, improved language, 

  and then we do not follow through. 

We develop a health plan, eat right, exercise more, get more rest, 

  and then we fail to follow through. 

School children promise,  

  “I’m going to behave in school”; “I’m going to get my homework done”; 

      and then fail to follow through. 

We have the best of intentions.   

We say yes at the beginning,  

  often with fervor and enthusiasm, and then we let things slip. 

All of us are the first boy. 
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And then there is the boy who said no to his father (Mt 21:29). 

  This is a grievous mistake, a sin, and it violates the Fourth Commandment: 

    “Honor your father and mother” (Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16). 

In ancient society, a son who said no to his father, 

  who disrespected him in this way, 

  brought considerable shame to his dad and the family. 

 

Remember: the father represents God. 

Imagine, God giving an order, and a person flatly refusing God. 

  That would not be too smart. 

  In fact, it would be pretty stupid. 

To say no to God is downright disrespectful, disobedient, and defiant. 

 

Yet, in Scripture there are many examples of those who have said no to God. 

 

God said to Moses:  “Go to Egypt.  Rescue the Israelites” (see Ex 3:10,15-17). 

  No.  I am not a good enough public speaker.   

    You had better send someone else (see Ex 4:10,13b). 

God said to Isaiah:  “I want you to be my prophet” (see Is 6:9f). 

  No.  I am not worthy.  I am a man of unclean lips (see Is 6:5). 

God said to Jeremiah:  “Serve as my spokesperson. 

    I will place my words in your mouth” (see Jer 1:5,7-10). 

  No. I am too young (Jer 1:6). 

God said to Jonah:  “Go to Nineveh.  Call the sinners to repentance” (see Jon 1:2). 

  Jonah didn’t say no.  He just went the opposite direction (see Jon 1:3). 

In the prodigal son story, the dad said:  “Son, please stay home” (implied, Lk 15:12). 

  The son refused and went to a far off country (Lk 15:13). 

Jesus wanted Peter to remain faithful to him. 

  No.  Peter denied him three times (Mt 26:34-35,70,72,74). 

 Jesus wanted the apostle Thomas to remain connected with the apostles (Jn 17:21,22). 

  No.  Thomas left the community after Jesus died (Jn 20:24). 

 

It is not only these biblical figures who flatly refused God when God gave an order. 

 

We do not like to admit it, 

  but there are plenty of times that we are negative and stubborn. 

We are the sons (or daughters) in the gospel. 

God says to you or me, “I want you to do this,”  

  and we reply, “No!  Not really.” 

 

So the dad, the father – God – has instructions for us, his sons and daughters. 

 

God asks:  “I would like you to dedicate your entire life to me.” 

The answer:  No.  My career is my top priority. 
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God askes:  “I would like you to be more generous with your money, 

  particularly for the Church and the poor.” 

The answer:  No. My top financial concerns are the house, the vehicles, and my investments. 

 

God asks:  “I would really like you to be a dynamic Catholic, 

  and spend at least five minutes each day in prayer with me.” 

The answer:  No.  I’m too busy. 

 

God askes: “I would like you to attend Mass every Sunday.” 

The answer:  No.  I’ll come sometimes.  Even most of the time. 

  But not all the time.  I’ve got too much stuff going on. 

 

God asks young people, teenagers included:  “I want you to obey your parents.” 

The answer:  No.  I want to do things my way.  And they are too strict. 

  They don’t understand. 

 

God asks students:  “Take your studies seriously and do your homework. 

The answer:  No.  I prefer TV, computer games, and texting. 

 

God, our Father, is not asking us to do outlandish things. 

God is asking us to do the right things. 

Far too often our initial answer is no, 

  and it is not good to say no to God. 

 

There is something very good about the first son. 

After he said no, he reconsidered, changed his mind, 

  and switched his no to yes (see Mt 21:29b). 

 

In fact, all of the biblical figures named earlier switched their answers. 

 

Moses changed to yes and went to Egypt. 

Isaiah changed to yes and led a great spiritual renewal in the Eighth Century BC. 

Jeremiah changed to yes and challenged the people to do God’s will 

  before and during the Babylonian Captivity. 

Jonah changed to yes and eventually went to Nineveh. 

The prodigal son change to yes and returned to his father. 

Peter changed to yes and became the great leader of the early Church. 

Thomas changed to yes and became the missionary apostle to India. 

 

For all of the times that we may have said no, 

  we are not stuck with no. 

Like the first son, 

  we can – and must – reconsider, change our minds,  

    and switch to yes. 
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Today God is giving us a second chance. 

We have a fresh opportunity to reevaluate, 

  fix our priorities, 

  and switch our no to yes. 

 

When the first son agreed to obey his father’s will, 

  his life was forever changed for the better. 

 

When we do the Father’s will, 

 we have true happiness in this life. 

And, our yes will enable us to enter the kingdom of heaven 

 where we will be blessed with never ending happiness in eternal life. 


