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THE TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Is 45:1,4-6; Ps 96:1,3,4-5,7-8,9-10; 1 Thes 1:1-5; Mt 22:15-21 

 

OTHER PEOPLES’ OPINIONS 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, October 21, 2017, 7:30 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, October 22, 2017, 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 

Most of the time when people hear this gospel, 

  the lion’s share of the attention goes to paying taxes. 

The Romans levied very high taxes. 

The Jews in Israel hated paying the taxes. 

The U. S. Federal Government levies high taxes. 

So does the State of Minnesota. 

Most folks think the tax rate is pretty high, too high,  

  and would prefer to keep more for themselves. 

 

But there is a subtext to this gospel that gets glossed over 

  that should get more attention than it does. 

Here is the line: 

  “You [Jesus] are not concerned with anyone’s opinion” (Mt 22:16). 

 

“Jesus is not concerned.”  Really? 

  Is Jesus callous? 

  Is Jesus cold and insensitive? 

  Does Jesus not care what other people think? 

 

Jesus cared a lot about what other people thought. 

  Jesus cared deeply about what people thought about God (see Mt 22:37). 

  Jesus cared deeply about what people thought about being a loving person (see Mt 22:39), 

    being a person who wants to serve others (see Mt 20:26-28). 

 

But when it comes to peoples’ opinions, 

  there is one thing that Jesus did not care about,  

    other people’s opinions about him. 

Jesus didn’t care if people thought that he was a good guy, a bad guy, a crazy guy,  

  a good speaker, a bad speaker, a miracle worker, or a wimp. 

 

Everybody’s got an opinion, 

  and just because they have an opinion, 

    doesn’t make their opinion right. 

Jesus was not going to be controlled by other people’s opinions about him. 

 

This runs absolutely contrary to our human nature. 

Most folks are concerned, sometimes almost obsessed, 

  by what other people think about them. 
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When I was a youngster, this was fully operational in our family. 

My mom and dad were great parents, 

  but if we were going to an event with the relatives, 

    the Memorial Day parade, the Fourth of July picnic, 

  it seemed like every move we made as a family 

   was conditioned on what the relatives would think. 

If we come dressed like this, what will the relatives think? 

Whether it was our arrival time, the food we brought, the kids’ behavior, 

  everything was governed by, “What will the relatives think?” 

Mom and dad did not want to get bad-mouthed at all, 

  and they wanted to be held in high esteem by the relatives. 

 

This happens at school. 

Peer approval is an incredibly powerful force. 

What will the other kids think of me? 

  Kids want to be liked. 

  Kids want to be included. 

  Kids want to be popular. 

The whole early morning routine is governed by what other people think: 

  the hair style, the clothes to be worn, the brand of shoes. 

Then at school, how you behave, who your friends are. 

I’m horrified by the devastating effect this can have. 

I have presided for half a dozen funerals for young people  

  who felt that other people had a negative opinion about them, 

    who disliked them, made fun of them, and excluded them, 

  and then committed suicide. 

 

Priests are concerned about other peoples’ opinions about them. 

  It might be shocking to you how much priests want the approval of their bishop 

    and how priests want to be well thought of by their brother priests. 

  Pastors feel a need to be well-liked and approved by their parishioners, 

    otherwise their parishioners are not going to be as generous with their donations. 

 

And then, you, think about this. 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of your relatives? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of your co-workers? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of your work supervisor? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of your neighbors? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of other parishioners? 

 

No answer needed. 

Just some questions for reflection. 
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[(Vikings insertion:) 

And then, you, think about this. 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of ownership? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of other coaches? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of other players? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of the fans? 

  How much are you controlled by the opinions of the media and the press?] 

 

No answer needed. 

Just some questions for reflection. 

 

Now let’s go back to Jesus. 

Jesus was not concerned with anyone’s opinion (Mt 22:16) – about him. 

 

When it came to doing the right thing, the honest thing, 

    the loving thing, the truthful thing, 

  Jesus was not going to be controlled by anyone. 

Jesus did the right thing whether people would like him or not. 

Jesus told the truth whether people would like him or not. 

Jesus did not cater to public opinion. 

  He could care less about public opinion polls. 

Jesus wanted people to accept him and his teaching, 

  but if they didn’t, he was principled;  

  he was not going to change for them. 

 

When it came to approval, other peoples’ opinions about him, 

  Jesus’ goal was not the approval of people;  

  it was the approval of his heavenly Father. 

 

When it comes to anything that we think, say, or do, 

  the only approval that really matters is the approval of almighty God. 

If we are good with God, we’re good,  

  no matter what anyone else may think. 

 

You may remember that when I was teaching, 

  I had colleague who is psychologist. 

Her name is Diane, 

  and she is one of the wisest people that I have ever met. 

Her clients were high school students, high school faculty, and yours truly. 

Everyone is subject to peer pressure:  yes, even adults. 

Diane has a saying, 

  “Other peoples’ opinions are none of your business.” 

She was trying to counsel kids and adults not to be controlled by other people. 

A life that is controlled by other peoples’ opinions is not a very happy life. 

She tried to help people to develop inner strength 

  so they could make their own decisions for themselves for the right reasons. 
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Apart from our faith, if a counsellor and client follow healthy secular standards, 

  an individual needs to be governed by the principles of honesty and truth, 

  and to have the character and resolve to do the right thing, 

    no matter what anyone else may think. 

 

Diane is a devout Catholic, and she would advise her Catholic clients, 

  a person’s values and decisions need to be governed by Jesus and his gospel, 

    no matter what anyone else may think. 

 

It takes tremendous personal character and ego strength,  

  courage and resolve, not to be controlled by the opinions of others. 

 

For Jesus, other peoples’ opinions were none of his business. 

He did the right thing, no matter what anyone else thought. 

This is not easy. 

His impeccable conduct and total truth-telling led him to the Cross. 

Other people may not have approved, but his Father did. 

 

The court of public opinion is a powerful force. 

It is a great temptation to want to please others 

  so they will think well of us. 

We don’t want to be bad-mouthed. 

We want to be held in high esteem by others. 

But sadly, so often,  

  to get there we have to step aside from the Gospel. 

 

“Other peoples’ opinions are none of our business.” 

 

When it comes to our values and decisions, 

  we need to be like Jesus, 

    and not be controlled by the opinions of others, 

  but to conduct ourselves to gain the approval of God. 


