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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year A 
Is 49:3,5-6; Ps 40:2,4,7-8,8-9,10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

 

THE BEGINNING OF ORDINARY TIME 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, January 14, 2017, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, January 15, 2017, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

We have just entered the New Year. 

It is the time of new calendars. 

I’ve brought three of my new calendars to show you. 

 

You know that I am an alum of the University of Minnesota 

  and that I am a big fan of our Golden Gophers. 

This is my Golden Gopher calendar, 

  and I have a Goldie bobble head to go with it. 

 

My grandfather was a depot agent for the Great Northern Railway 

  and I’ve always liked trains. 

This is my train calendar, and it hangs in my kitchen, 

  and I have an HO gauge Great Northern engine to go with it. 

 

This is our St. Bart’s parish calendar. 

We are all disciples of Jesus, 

  so here is a statue of Jesus, the Good Shepherd (Jn 10:11,14), to go with it. 

 

These three calendars measure time. 

The calendar covers a year. 

But a year is very well-ordered. 

Each page of the calendar is a month. 

A month is ordered into weeks. 

A week is ordered into days. 

A day is ordered into hours. 

An hour is ordered into minutes. 

A minute is ordered into seconds. 

Time is segmented in a well-ordered way. 

 

Another way that we order time is into three-month segments that we call seasons. 

We are painfully aware that right now we are in winter. 

We are looking forward to spring, and then summer, followed by fall. 

It is all quite well-ordered. 

 

The liturgical year, spiritual time, is also carefully organized. 

We have just begun Ordinary Time. 

It is the longest liturgical season of the year, 

  normally 34 weeks, a few times 33 weeks, around eight months. 
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The calendar year is divided into twelve (12) major sections:  months. 

The liturgical year is divided into six (6) major sections. 

We have just completed two of the major sections:  Advent and Christmas. 

We are looking ahead to the next two major sections:  Lent and Easter. 

There are two other major sections: 

  early Ordinary Time, from the Baptism of the Lord until Ash Wednesday, 

  and late Ordinary Time, from Pentecost until Christ the King. 

 

Let us recap the order of the liturgical year: 

  Advent, Christmas, early Ordinary Time, 

  Lent, Easter, and late Ordinary Time. 

 

Now let us examine the word “ordinary.” 

Let’s do a word association with the word “ordinary.” 

If I say the word “ordinary,” what pops into your mind? 

The words or ideas that we associate with “ordinary” are things like: 

  plain, usual, regular, unspectacular, normal. 

Sometimes the word “ordinary” conjures up negative connotations: 

  simple, dull, monotonous, homely, or unattractive. 

 

When it comes to the liturgical year, Church time, 

  “ordinary” has none of these meanings. 

 

“Ordinary” comes from the Latin Word ordinatim, good order; 

  and the Latin word ordo, a row or a series, a line-up, 

    something that is well-ordered. 

 

Ordinary Time is well-ordered time, 

  a time with a sequence of things that are well-arranged. 

 

Here is a Bible. 

Most of us have never read the Bible from start to finish. 

It’s too long. 

So at Mass on these weekends, 

  various books of the Bible are divided into a well-ordered sequence of passages. 

We have just entered Year A, and we are embarking upon a well-ordered series  

  of gospel texts from Matthew. 

Next year we will go on a well-ordered journey through the Gospel of Mark. 

Two years from now we will go on a well-ordered journey through the Gospel of Luke. 

 

Ordinary Time is ordered time. 

It is the time when we listen to a well-ordered sequence of readings over a course of weeks  

  from a certain book of the Bible. 

 

The whole purpose of Ordinary Time is to make us better disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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The term “Ordinary Time” is no accident. 

Neither is the color for this season. 

The color for Ordinary Time is green, 

  and it is a carefully chosen, and it is highly symbolic. 

Green is the color of the leaves of plants. 

  Green plants are alive and growing. 

    Green is supposed represent our spiritual lives:  alive and growing. 

  Green represents hope. 

    If we plant a seed, we hope it will sprout. 

    When a plant sprouts, we hope it will grow into a mature plant. 

    When a plant matures, we hope it will bear fruit. 

    It is the same with our spiritual lives: 

      we hope that the seeds of our faith will sprout, mature, and bear fruit. 

  Green represents eternity. 

    Last week we had evergreen trees up here in the sanctuary. 

    The pine needles are green all the time – forever! 

    Green represents “forever,” everlasting life with God forever in heaven. 

 

Let’s give this concept of Ordinary Time one last look. 

Most of us have a day order, a routine. 

We get up in the morning. 

We go to the bathroom. 

We brush our teeth. 

Hopefully we say our morning prayers. 

We eat breakfast. 

We go off to work or school. 

We do our tasks. 

We eat lunch. 

We resume our tasks. 

We go home. 

We eat dinner. 

We do our evening activities. 

We go to bed. 

We get up the next day to do it all over again. 

It is a day order, the world’s version of ordinary time. 

 

According to the “world,” we should not waste time. 

We are supposed to do our work and be productive. 

There’s no sitting around. 

Productivity is all about money:  time is money. 

The more work we do, and the better work we do, 

  and the more productive we are, the more money we make. 

It we honest about it, when it comes to the way that time is ordered in the world, 

  time is ordered to work, productivity, and ultimately to money. 
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Christian time is ordered in an entirely different way. 

Christian time is not oriented to labor, even though it is important; 

  it is oriented to a person:  Jesus Christ. 

The main event of the Christian week is not the forty hours on the job, 

  but the one hour at Mass giving God our praise and thanks. 

Christians have a day order for weekdays. 

  It is not only about getting up, eating three meals, and going to bed. 

  It is ordered with morning prayers, meal prayers, and night prayers. 

 

Christians have an entirely different idea about productivity and wasting time. 

  It is a virtue to waste time with God in conversation at prayer. 

  It is a virtue to waste time with the people we love 

    when we don’t accomplish much of anything at all except being together. 

  It is a virtue to waste time volunteering without making any money at all. 

 

Christian Ordinary Time is not plain or dull, it is well-ordered. 

  It is a well-ordered journey through the Bible. 

  Its purpose is improved discipleship, 

    a green sort of discipleship that is alive, growing, bearing fruit, 

      and leads to eternal life with God in heaven forever. 

  Ordinary Time, actually all time, is ultimately directed to a person, 

    to our Lord Jesus Christ, 

    because when our time revolves around Jesus, 

    our time is well-ordered. 


