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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year C 
Jer 1:4-5,17-19; Ps 71:1-2,3-4,5-6,15-17; 1 Cor 12:31-13:13; Lk 4:21-30 

 

A PROPHET SPEAKS ON THE CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, February 2, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, February 3, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

It is Super Bowl Sunday. 

This is a time of prophecy in America. 

There is a major event looming before us. 

There are prognosticators, fortune tellers, clairvoyants, 

  who claim that they can see into the future, 

   who believe they can foretell what is going to come to pass. 

The prophets are many, 

  at FOX and CBS, 

  at the Star Tribune, the Pioneer Press, and Sports Illustrated, 

  on WCCO, KFAN, and ESPN. 

“Behold,” one prophet will announce with certainty,  

  “The Patriots will be victorious!” 

And again, another prophet will declare with equal or greater conviction, 

  “Behold!  The Rams will prevail!” 

The prophets are speaking, and the people are listening, 

  but there is dissonance, the prophets do not agree.   

 

Today, at this Mass, we have prophets, three of them, or maybe four. 

  Prophet number one is in the first reading, Jeremiah. 

  Prophet number two is in the second reading, Paul. 

  Prophet number three is in the gospel, Jesus. 

  Prophet number four will be revealed at a later time. 

 

These prophets are silent on the Super Bowl. 

  These prophets are not prognosticators. 

  They do not foretell the future. 

  They do not pick favorites, do not do point spreads. 

 

The prophets of the Bible approach prophecy in an entirely different way. 

  They tell the truth. 

  They uphold the truth. 

  And they call people to the truth. 

  The prophets get right in the face of the people and speak directly: 

    “This is right!  That is wrong! 

      Quit your evildoing!  Do what is right!” 

 

The prophets of the Bible, their job was far more difficult  

  than predicting whether it is going to be the Patriots or the Rams. 
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Let’s take a quick look at our three prophets. 

 

Jeremiah is first. 

Jeremiah lived 700 years before Jesus (650-580 BC). 

Jeremiah was called by God to speak the truth (Jer 1:5,9b), 

  not only to the people of Israel, but to their kings. 

Jeremiah exercised his prophetic ministry for 48 years. 

The first part was smooth sailing. 

The king was Josiah (640-609 BC). 

Josiah was a good and holy man. 

Josiah and Jeremiah were on the same page, leading a spiritual renewal together. 

Then Josiah died, and a nasty king followed,  

    not a household name, Jehoiakim (609-598 BC), 

  and things went from bad to worse under Zedekiah (597-586 BC), 

    one of the worst kings in the history of Israel. 

Spiritually, things were in free fall. 

  People quit worshiping in the Temple; they quit going to church. 

  People quit following the commandments; they did just want they wanted to do. 

  People quit taking their directions from God; they followed bad leaders. 

Sound familiar?  History repeats itself! 

Jeremiah spoke the truth, and he spoke it loudly, aggressively: 

  “Get back to church.  Obey the commandments.   

    Quit your greed and your immorality.   

    Behave yourselves.  Please God.” 

Do you think the king and the people listened? 

They rebelled.  They turned on Jeremiah. 

For the people, it was easier to attack the prophet than change their behavior. 

What happened to Jeremiah? 

Jeremiah was beaten (Jer 37:15), thrown into prison (Jer 37:15),  

  kept in a dungeon (Jer 37:16), placed under house arrest (Jer 37:21), 

  lowered into a cistern (Jer 38:6) where he almost starved to death (Jer 38:9), 

  and finally exiled to Egypt where he probably was murdered. 

 

It is incredibly more difficult to be a prophet of the Bible than to work for ESPN. 

If a sportscaster’s pregame predictions are wrong,  

  they won’t be persecuted,  

  and they will still have their job on Monday morning. 

 

Let’s go to prophet number two, Saint Paul. 

Paul did his ministry right after the time of Jesus (37 to 67 AD). 

Paul did not go 48 years like Jeremiah; he went 30 years. 

Paul did exactly what a prophet is supposed to do:  he spoke the truth. 

Paul’s main truth:  “Jesus is Lord and Savior, 

  and Jesus, and Jesus alone, has the power to save us.” 

And from the second reading,  

  it is very clear that Paul was calling people to do the right thing. 
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We are very familiar with his words: 

  “Love is patient.  Love is kind” (1 Cor 13:4a). 

Why?   

  Because the people were being unkind;  

    the people were being impatient. 

Paul was trying to get people on the right track. 

Paul was just like Jeremiah, speaking the truth loudly, clearly. 

 “ Some of you are rude.  Be polite. 

    Some of you are quick-tempered;  

      you fly off the handle and get angry way too easy, far too often. 

      Get a grip.  Get ahold of yourself (see 1 Cor 13:5). 

    Some of you stretch the truth. 

      Come on, be honest!” (paraphrase, 1 Cor 13:6). 

How did things turn out for Paul, the prophet? 

He was whipped with cords five times (2 Cor 11:24), 

  beaten with rods three times, stoned once (2 Cor 11:25), 

  imprisoned in Philippi (Acts 16:23-24), Caesarea (Acts 24:27), and Rome, 

  and finally beheaded. 

 

Being a prophet, telling the truth and calling people to holiness, 

  is far more difficult than foretelling the future. 

 

Let’s go on to prophet number three, the greatest of all prophets, Jesus himself. 

Jeremiah exercised his ministry for 48 years, Paul for 30, and Jesus for 3. 

  How’s that for high impact in a short time? 

Jesus spoke the truth. 

Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life (Jn 14:6). 

Jesus came to testify to the truth (Jn 18:37). 

Jesus spoke the truth to the people in the synagogue in Nazareth (Lk 4:21,23-27). 

Jesus was very straightforward, very clear. 

Let’s simplify what Jesus had to say. 

Jesus compared  

  a widow who lived near Sidon, in modern-day Lebanon, 

  Naaman, a leper who lived in Syria, 

  and his listeners, who lived in Nazareth (Lk 4:24-27). 

Elijah reached out to the widow, and she welcomed him. 

Elisha reached out to the leper, and the leper welcomed him. 

Jesus reached out to the people of Nazareth, and they rejected him. 

And how did things turn out for Jesus? 

The people forcibly took Jesus to the edge of town 

  and tried to throw him over the cliff to his death (Lk 4:29). 

On his trips to Jerusalem,  

  they tried to stone him on three separate occasions (Jn 8:59; 10:31; 11:8). 

In the end, they scourged him, crowned him with thorns, 

  and crucified him. 
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Prophecy is not easy. 

To tell the truth, to challenge people to do the right thing, 

  it can get a person killed. 

 

Prophecy is not just an ancient thing. 

  It applies these days. 

 

Another person can be a prophet to us. 

If someone speaks the truth to us, if someone calls us to live a holy life, 

  we have an obligation to listen. 

 

Every Christian is supposed to be a prophet. 

We were all baptized priest, prophet, and king. 

We have a moral obligation to speak the truth to others, 

  and we have a moral obligation to call people  

    to do the right thing, 

    to live according to God’s ways,  

    to be good and holy people. 

 

At the beginning, I said that there is prophet number four, 

  and that prophet would be revealed at a later time, 

    and that later time is now. 

 

A priest serves in the name of Jesus, 

  and it is a priest’s duty to speak on behalf of Jesus, 

  to speak the truth, and to challenge people to do the right thing. 

You guessed it, the fourth prophet, the mystery prophet, is yours truly – me. 

 

Every homily that I ever preach is supposed to be prophetic, 

  and if it is not, I have shirked my duties. 

Jeremiah, Paul, and Jesus did not play it safe, 

  and I can’t either. 

 

Over the recent weeks there has been a series of prophetic messages: 

  our children are to be given a faith-based education; 

  we are to follow, not the culture of death, but the Gospel of Life; 

  and when it comes to our vocations, we must obey God’s will. 

 

This issue before us this week is the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation. 

  It is my obligation to speak the truth about it to you, and I will. 

 

Our parish has been incredibly generous to the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation. 

I have spoken to you about how grateful and impressed I am by your generosity. 

  Our goal for last year was $76,000, 

    and our parishioners gave over $130,000. 
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I’m not sure where our parish ranks size-wise in the Archdiocese. 

  There are 188 parishes.   

  I do not think we are in the top twenty, maybe not even in the top 30. 

  In total dollars given, our parish ranked 6th in the entire Archdiocese.   

  Thank you. 

 

The Catholic Services Appeal support 20 different ministries: 

  the seminaries, the mission in Venezuela, Catholic schools, 

  hospital chaplains, Catholic Charities, 

  and this year, two new ones, Abria and the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

Every one of these ministries is essential to the good work of the Church. 

Every one of them is done on a broader scale than the more limited scope of a parish. 

 

When it comes to our obligation to participate in the work the Church, 

  to build the Kingdom of God on earth, 

  our duty begins at home, right here in our parish. 

When it comes to our stewardship, St. Bart’s belongs at the top of the list. 

 

The people of this community have a variety of charitable interests. 

  Philanthropy is alive and well. 

When it comes to our charitable giving, 

  the Catholic Services Appeal ought to be second on our priority list. 

 

We dare not pat ourselves on the back too much. 

We have given a lot, to be sure, 

  but we have tremendous capacity. 

Instead of reveling in how successful that we have been, 

  many, probably most, are in a position to match what we have given previously, 

    or, to share even more generously. 

 

When we reflect upon how God has blessed us, 

  the truth is that we are in a position to make a major return on our blessings, 

    to glorify God, and to help others. 

 

When it comes to the Catholic Services Appeal, 

  it is my priestly duty to be your prophet, 

    and to challenge us to do the right thing. 

 

It is Super Bowl Sunday. 

 

The prediction is that the good people of St. Bart’s will be super generous. 


