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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, Year C 
Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3,13-14,15-16; 1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45 

 

GUIDING WITH THE VISION 
Homily by Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 

Saturday, March 2, 2019, 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, March 3, 2019, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses 

 

In many Protestant churches, 

  when Scripture is proclaimed, 

  it is customary to cite both the chapter and the verse. 

Today our gospel comes from Luke, 

  chapter 6, verses 39 to 45. 

 

For us to better understand this gospel, 

  it would good to put it into context, 

    particularly what goes before it. 

 

In Luke’s gospel,  

  Chapters one and two are the Infancy Narrative, the story of the birth of Jesus, 

    which we just heard during Advent and Christmas. 

Chapter three is about John the Baptist (and the genealogy of Jesus). 

Chapter four is Jesus’ temptation in the desert, 

  which we will hear next week, 

  and the beginning of his ministry in Nazareth. 

 

In the first four chapters, Jesus does not have any disciples. 

  He has no apostles. 

 

In Chapter five, the chapter before this one, 

    Jesus called Peter. 

  It was our gospel three weeks ago. 

  Remember when Jesus and Peter were both in the boat together. 

  Jesus told Peter:  “I will make you a fisher of men.” 

  When Jesus called Peter, has also called James and John (see Lk 5:10), 

    so we are up to three disciples. 

  Then, later in Chapter five, Jesus called Levi (Matthew) (Lk 5:27-32). 

  The group expanded to four. 

 

In this chapter, Chapter Six,  

  Jesus named his twelve apostles (Lk 6:13-16). 

The gospel that we just heard starts on verse 39. 

The selection of the apostles finished on verse 16, 

  only 23 verses earlier. 

The twelve apostles, they were all “newbies,” 

  brand new on the job. 
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It is like they are going off to a new school, 

  or starting a new position at a new company. 

They have “signed on,” 

  but really, they don’t know their job description. 

They really don’t have a clue about what this will all entail. 

 

So Jesus conducted orientation. 

Jesus was the head of the company, the CEO, 

  and the apostles were going to be his vice presidents. 

Jesus had the vision for how his new company, the Church, would operate. 

During orientation, Jesus shared his vision  

  with the members of his new team that he had just pulled together. 

 

It is no wonder that Jesus mentions guides (Lk 6:39). 

Jesus wanted his disciples to be guides. 

But Jesus does not just say “guides”; 

  he says, “blind guides.” 

Usually, when Jesus says “blind guides,” 

  it has an accusatory tone, and he is referring to the Pharisees. 

This is the only instance in the gospels  

  when Jesus refers to his own apostles as “blind guides.” 

At that point all twelve were “blind.” 

None of them had the “Jesus vision.” 

None of them saw things that way that Jesus sees things. 

 

As the apostles began their new jobs, 

  if any one of the twelve apostles attempted to guide someone else, 

    they would be serving as “blind guides.” 

At that early point, 

  there was no way that the apostles could guide anyone else on the right path, 

  and if they did try, without having the vision, 

    there was a very real possibility that both the apostle  

      and anyone foolish enough to follow an untrained guide, 

      that they would both “fall into a pit” (Lk 6:39b). 

 

The good thing is that their blindness was temporary. 

  It was completely fixable. 

  All they had to do was to listen to Jesus, 

    get the vision,  

    and then they would be ready to go. 

 

After Jesus mentions “blind guides,” 

  Jesus adds, looking straight at his apostles, 

  “No disciple is superior to the teacher” (Lk 6:40a). 

This is not “rocket science.” 

It is straight talk from Jesus. 
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Jesus was telling his new employees,  

  “Remember who the boss is here! 

    I’m the teacher.  I have vision. 

    We are not going to have the tail wagging the dog. 

    I’m in charge.  You’re not. 

    I’m the teacher.  You are the learners. 

    Right now it is your job to soak everything in. 

    Someday down the road I’m going to put you in charge. 

    Some day you will be the guides.   

    But not yet. 

    You have to have the vision first.” 

 

And then Jesus throws in a zinger. 

It was a blunt way to conduct orientation. 

 

After telling them that he was going to help them to overcome their blindness, 

  and after assuring them that he would be their teacher  

    and give them everything that they would need to know, 

  then he throws his comment about a wooden beam and a splinter (Lk 6:41-42). 

 

Jesus was using a figure of speech, 

  and it was very direct. 

Jesus was going apostle by apostle, one by one, all twelve. 

Jesus was saying, 

  “Every one of you has something lodged in your eye. 

    No exceptions. 

    You all have your faults. 

    Every one of you has committed your share of sins. 

    This is not about other people. 

    This is not about their specks. 

    Don’t be trying to shift the attention somewhere else. 

    This is about you, and your readiness to be a guide. 

    And, you’re not ready.” 

 

Jesus’ advice continued like this: 

  “If you are going to be one of my guides, 

      not only do you need to listen to my teaching and take on my vision; 

      you also need to take an honest look at yourself. 

    Be humble. 

    Be truthful about your sins. 

    You need to remove your sins. 

    Then, when you serve as my guide, 

       not only will you have the vision, 

       but you will be a good and holy person.” 
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Jesus had a three-part program for guides: 

  learn the new vision, 

  listen to the teacher, 

  and remove sin. 

 

The apostles were the guides for the first generation of the Church. 

 

The guides for the Church of today are all of us. 

We don’t need or want the blind leading the blind. 

 

The most important guides, the most important Church leaders of today, 

  are the guides of the foundational units of the Church, the home. 

Parents are critical guides. 

 

There are many others who serve as guides, 

  grandparents, for their wider families; 

  school teachers and coaches; 

  catechists and religious education teachers; 

  team leads and team members; 

  health care professionals with their patients; 

  service providers with their clients; 

  priests and deacons; 

  and every single person here, with our example. 

 

Jesus does not want any of us to be blind guides. 

  He wants to keep us out of the ditch. 

  And he doesn’t want us leading anyone into the ditch. 

  And he wants us to remove  

    anything and everything that might be lodged in our eyes. 

 

We are all disciples 

  which means that we are all guides. 

 

Jesus has three part program for his guides: 

  learn the vision, 

  listen to the teacher, 

  and remove wooden beams. 

 

When Jesus is our guide and teacher, 

  we are on the right path. 


